
‘To me, that 
Confederate statue 
represented racism’

BY RANDALL RIGSBEE
News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: In the conclusion this week 
to a two-part series about race relations 
and the state of  racism in Chatham 
County, we talk with local observers about 
where we are — including ongoing con-
flicts in Chatham County over the removal 
of  the Confederate monument in Pittsboro 
— and where we could be headed, as well 
as the one thing our interview subjects say 
needs to occur to make Chatham, as one 
interviewee put it, a “more harmonious 
and welcoming” county.

On August 23, 1907, a monument to 
“Our Confederate Heroes” — the copper 
statue crafted in a Durham factory in the 
likeness of  a Confederate solider — took 
what onlookers that day likely consid-
ered to be its permanent place, atop a 
granite pedestal a few paces from the 
front entrance of  the Chatham County 
Courthouse.

The positioning was prominent: in the 
center of  Pittsboro, itself  the seat of  Cha-
tham County government.

And positioned there, the north-facing 
Confederate soldier — erected the same 
year John Wayne was born and the first 
electric ball was dropped in Times Square 
on in New York City on New Year’s Eve 
— would stand for the next 112 years. 
It was a silent but steadfast witness to 
more than 100 years of  history including 
women realizing the right to vote, the 
Jazz Age, the Great Depression, the Civil 
Rights Movement and wars from the 
“War to End All Wars” through the Cold 
War and into the War on Terror.

The statue had been standing in place 
for 14 years on Sept. 18, 1921, the date 
of  death listed for 16-year-old Eugene 
Daniel, Chatham County’s last lynching 
victim. Daniel would likely have seen the 
statue after being abducted from Pitts-
boro’s jail to New Hope Township, where 
he was hanged.

A burgeoning “national movement,” 
however — as former Pittsboro Mayor 
Randy Voller called it — would bring the 
long-standing statue down late last year.

Only a matter of time

“There were always citizens when I was 
mayor who complained about the monu-
ment,” Voller said.

But neither the mayor nor Pittsboro 
commissioners, “other than getting on 

a soapbox, had no actual legal authority 
to get involved,” according to Voller. The 
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IS PUBLIC OPINION ON 
CONFEDERATE SYMBOLS SHIFTING?
See page A7 to read more 
about this discussion.

CN+R 
wins 19 
awards 

Paper takes 
eight 1st place 

prizes; cited for 
excellence

CN+R STAFF REPORT

RALEIGH — The Cha-
tham News + Record has 
earned 19 awards, including 
eight first-place finishes, at 
the N.C. Press Association’s 
Annual News & Editorial 
Awards Contest.

The awards — which 
included first place for best 
community news coverage 
— were presented in the 
category recognizing small 
community newspapers 
across North Carolina for 
2018-19 during the NCPA’s 
annual award dinner Feb. 27 
in Raleigh. 

The News + Record also 
received honors in the con-
test’s “General Excellence” 
category, which recognizes 
overall excellence in news-
papering across the state of  
North Carolina.

News + Record Publisher/
Editor Bill Horner III — who 
along with partners Kirk 
Bradley and Chris Ehren-
feld acquired the newspaper 
from the Resch family in 
late 2018, making this the 
“new” News + Record’s first 
entries in the annual NCPA 
awards — said he was proud 
of  the work the newsroom 
had done in order to make 
the past year so successful.

Six News + Record staff 
members and a CN+R 
stringer received prizes at 

1ST PLACE - 
COMMUNITY 
COVERAGE

See AWARDS, page A7
See RACISM, page A14

What to know about COVID-19
BY ZACHARY HORNER

News + Record Staff

Editor’s note: For a closer look at what 
it’s like to be in the epicenter of  the coro-
navirus scare, see a special report from 
News + Record contributor Buck Ryan 
on page A6.

Headlines and social media have 
been filled in recent weeks with talk 
about the coronavirus and COVID-19, 
but what do you need to know? Here’s 
a quick look at the latest on the viral 
infection and what it means for Cha-
tham County.

What is COVID-19?

According to the World Health Orga-
nization, COVID-19 is the shorthand for 
the “most recently discovered corona-
virus,” meaning it’s the latest in a line 
of  viruses that cause illnesses ranging 
from the common cold to more severe 
respiratory illnesses. All coronavirus-
es are transmitted between animals 

and people, and COVID-19 is believed 
to have begun in Wuhan, China, in 
December. 

The WHO says common symptoms 
include “respiratory symptoms, fever, 
cough, shortness of  breath and breath-
ing difficulties,” and “in more severe 
cases, infection can cause pneumonia, 
severe acute respiratory syndrome, kid-
ney failure and even death.” COVID-19 
has a death rate of  around 2 percent, 
and around 1 in 6 people who get the 
virus become seriously ill. 

What’s happened since the 
spread?

According to the March 2 situation 
report from the WHO, there are nearly 
89,000 confirmed cases and more than 
3,000 deaths related to COVID-19. The 
United States was home to more than 
100 reported cases, and two people 
died in Washington state over this past 
weekend from COVID-19  — the first 

See VIRUS, page A6
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Chatham voters approve sales tax by a little, 
malt beverage sales by a lot in primary referenda

BY ZACHARY HORNER
News + Record Staff

Chatham County voters easily 
approved a malt beverage refer-
endum, allowing the “on-prem-
ises” sales of  malt beverages at 
places like tap rooms and craft 
beer breweries with tasting 
rooms in unincorporated areas, 

and narrowly passed a local 
quarter-cent sales tax in Tues-
day’s primary election.

The malt beverage issue 
passed by a wide margin, 
with about 74 percent of  those 
casting ballots in Chatham 
voting “for” it. But the contro-
versial sales tax issue — with 
those voting early favoring by 

a comfortable margin — was 
extraordinarily close, passing 
by just over 600 votes.

A total of  51.33 percent 
(11,859) voters cast ballots 
“for” the quarter-cent sales 
tax, while 48.67 percent (11,244) 
voted against it.

The sales tax

The Chatham County Board 
of  Commissioners voted 
unanimously in October 2019 
to put the “Article 46” issue on 
the March primary ballot. In 
the 2007 state budget, the N.C. 
General Assembly enacted a 
number of  stipulations, includ-
ing giving counties the option 
to “levy a local sales and use 

tax at a rate of  one-quarter per-
cent.” Article 46 is the section 
in state law where the rules for 
this tax are outlined.

No county in North Carolina 
is required to have an Article 
46 tax. The state statute says 
boards of  county commission-

CHATHAM VOTES 2020

Dasher edges out Hancock 
in Democratic commissioner 

primary for District 2
BY ZACHARY HORNER

News + Record Staff

After facing some tight margins in 
early results, an incumbent Chatham 
County Commissioner escaped his 
party’s primary.

Gaining 54 percent of  the vote, 
Democrat Mike Dasher won the right 
to face Republican Jimmy Pharr in the 
November general election to repre-
sent District 2 on the Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners by defeating 
challenger Katelin Hancock.

After the results were tallied, Dasher 
said he was grateful for the support of  
Democratic and unaffiliated voters.

“My common sense approach to 
governing and my commitment to 

doing what’s best for the county clearly 
resonates with a lot of  folks who want 
to see Chatham move forward,” he told 
the News + Record. “And together, we’ll 
continue to.”

The vote saw more than 14,300 people 
participate in a primary that picked the 
Democratic nominee to represent the 
southeastern part of  Chatham Coun-
ty in November’s election. District 2, 
which includes the Town of  Pittsboro, 
the Moncure area and the majority of  
Jordan Lake, is the most populous of  
the county’s five commissioner dis-
tricts with 12,864 people, 2,290 of  which 
identify as African-American or His-
panic/Latinx. All county voters decide 

CHATHAM VOTES 2020

See COMMISSIONER, page A3

See VOTERS, page A3
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
ON THE AGENDA
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will hold 
a special meeting for a 
board budget retreat at 9 
p.m. on Saturday, March 
7, at the Pittsboro Town 
Hall, 635 East St., Pitts-
boro.  

• The Chatham County 
Board of Education is hold-
ing its monthly meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. on March 9 
at the Chatham County 
Historic Courthouse, 9 
Hillsboro Street, Pitts-
boro. 

• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will hold its 
regular meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, March 9, at 
the Pittsboro Town Hall, 
635 East St., Pittsboro.  

• The Chatham County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict will hold its regular 
meeting on Thursday, 
March 12 at 7 p.m. at the 
new Chatham County Ag-
riculture and Conference 
Center, 1192 U.S. Highway 
64 Business, Pittsboro. 
This will be an open meet-
ing. To confirm meeting, 
call 919-542-8240 or 919-
545-8440, for Brenda. 

THURSDAY 

• Chatham Communi-
ty Library announces 
Community Engagement 
Series: The Hows and Whys 
of Waste Reduction from 
6 to 7 p.m. on Thursdays 
in March, at the Library 
located at 17 NC 887N, 
Pittsboro. The series is 
free and open to the pub-
lic. #1 - March 5, Where 
Does your Garbage Go? 
- #2 - March 12, Why is 
Recycling so Confusing? 
#3 - March 19, Compost-
ing: Turning Trash into 
Treasure; and #4 -March 
26, Reducing your Waste: 
Waste Not, Want Not. - 
For further information, 
contact Katy Henderson 
at 919-545-8085 or katy.
henderson@chathamli-
braries.org.  

• St. Bartholomew’s Episco-
pal Church -  We provide 
a healthy, appetizing 
meal at no cost to those 
who come to us hungry 
at noon on Thursdays. 
We provide a place of  
hospitality and fellowship 
for everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income. 

• Chatham Community 
Library – Volunteer geneal-
ogists are available to 
assist with family his-
tory research, whether 
your ancestors lived in 
Chatham County, the 
50 states, or overseas. A 
genealogy volunteer is on 
site in the library most 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and other days and 
times by appointment. 
Call 919-545-8086 to make 
an appointment. 

• The Pittsboro Farmers 
Market is open with sea-
sonable items year-round 
from 3 to 6 p.m. on Thurs-
days. They are located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.

FRIDAY

• Free Friday Music Jam 
at the Oasis Open Air 
Market in Siler City from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30-7 every 
Friday. Get together with 
the acoustic community 
of  Siler City to play, and 
sing while enjoying Open 
Blue Grass, Old-time and 
County music. If  you 
want to join, show up 
or email John Eichorn, 
johneichorn72@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY 

• The Joyful Jewel will 
feature the India Cain and 
Keith Allen concert with 

DG Chandler and Mariah 
Wheeler opening, at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday, March 7. 
Concerts will be in the 
Mermaid Lounge. Doors 
open at 6:30. Tickets: $10. 
Location at 44-A Hillsboro 
St., downtown Pittsboro. 
Barbara Steinacker is the 
featured artist for March.

MONDAY

• Monday Morning Quilters 
invites you to join our 
group who share the love 
of  quilting and other 
needle arts. We spend the 
time working on our own 
projects, sharing ideas, 
fellowship, and snacks 
with one another. We 
would like to welcome 
you to our group. We have 
people from all over - you 
don’t have to be a member 
of  our church. We meet 
on Monday mornings 
from 9 to noon at Piney 
Grove UM Church, 2343 
Piney Grove Church Rd., 
Siler City. 

• Writing Toward Resilience 
has resumed, at the UNC 
Hospice Home Mondays 
from noon to 1 p.m. Come 
and enjoy a respite from 
your day – to reflect and 
write. Just drop in. No 
registration necessary. 
This weekly group is led 
by Carol Henderson, a 
professional writer and 
facilitator. There is no 
requirement to read any-
thing you write, but you 
may if  you wish. SECU 
Jim and Betsy Bryan 
Hospice Home of  UNC 
Healthcare is located at 
100 Roundtree Way, Pitts-
boro – behind Bojangles. 
Contact Ann Ritter with 
any questions, 984-215-
2650. 

• Circle City Squares is a 
square dance group in 
Pittsboro that usually 
dances from 2 to 5 p.m. on 
Monday afternoons, but 
verify the exact time and 
place. The usual meeting 
space is the Old Agricul-
ture Building Audito-
rium, 65 East Chatham 
St., located downstairs 
in downtown Pittsboro. 
Cost is $5 per person each 
week. For more informa-
tion or to verify the time/
place, email: gunnhsd@
embarqmail.com. 

• Big Band swing and jazz 
sounds from 2 to 5 p.m., 
every Monday at the 
Pittsboro Roadhouse and 
General Store. The dance 
floor is open and bands 
rotate. For more infor-
mation, see our website: 
www.pittsbororoadhouse.
com.

UPCOMING

• Learn a new skill at 
Chatham Community 
Library! The library is 
offering a series of  free 
computer classes in March 
and April. A description 
of  each class, including 
topics covered and pre-
requisites for attending, 
can be found at www.
chathamnc.org/Com-
puterClasses. - Drop-in 
Computer Assistance, 4 to 
5 p.m., March 11, Wednes-
day, (no registration 
required). -  Microsoft 
Word, Part 1:  3 to 4:30 
p.m. Monday, March 23, 
and Part 2: from 3 to 4:30 
p.m., Monday, March 30. 
Drop-in Computer Assis-
tance: April 8, Wednesday, 
4 to 5 p.m. (no registration 
required); Computer 
Basics, Part 1:  April 14, 
Tuesday, 3 to 4:30 p.m., 
Computer Basics, Part 
2:  April 21, Tuesday, 3 to 
4:30 p.m.  Drop-In Com-
puter Assistance sessions 
(March 11 and April 8) do 
not require registration. 
For all other classes, 
space is limited and you 
must register in advance.  
Register online at the ad-
dress above, call 919-545-
8086, or email reference@
chathamlibraries.org. All 
classes take place in the 
computer lab at Chatham 
Community Library, 197 
NC Hwy 87 N in Pittsboro, 

on the campus of  Central 
Carolina Community 
College. 

• The 85th annual High-
falls Old-Time Fiddlers’ 
Convention will be held 
Saturday, March 14, in the 
North Moore High School 
Auditorium in Robbins 
at 1504 N Moore Road. 
Registration from 4:30 to 
7 p.m. - Admission will be 
$7. - There will be a con-
cession stand with BBQ 
sandwiches, Hot Dogs and 
Baked Goods; also a 50/50 
Raffle. The ACC Basket-
ball Tournament will be 
televised in the lobby. -- 
For sponsorship opportu-
nities, contact Highfalls 
Elementary School at 910-
464-3600, HFEFiddlers@
gmail.com. 

• Join the gathering for 
the Bluegrass Jam Circle 
at Bynum Front Porch 
Pickin’ and make music 
every 2nd and 4th Satur-
day throughout the year, 
at 950 Bynum Rd. The cir-
cle forms around 10 a.m. 
until 12ish. Singers, new 
pickers, (spoons, wash-
boards) and audience 
members are all welcome! 
This is an open circle type 
jam for all skill levels 
and ages. If  you pick, 
bring your instrument 
(Acoustic instruments 
only). If  you sing, bring 
your voice. Come to enjoy 
great music at the historic 
Bynum General Store. As 
always, the Circle Jam 
is free and open to the 
public! 

• The Public Education 
Action Team of  the League 
of  Women Voters of  
Orange, Durham and 
Chatham counties and 
the Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
City Schools PTA Council 
invite the community to 
a public education forum 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
March 15, at the East 
Chapel Hill High School 
Auditorium, 500 Weaver 
Dairy Rd, Chapel Hill.  
Free parking is available. 
Join NC State Repre-
sentative Graig Meyer, 
NC State Representative 
Ashton Clemmons and 
EdLaw Director from 
the NC Justice Center, 
Matt Ellinwood, to hear 
about the current state of  
public education policy 
in North Carolina. The 
discussion will address 
the Leandro court case, 
the recent WestEd report 
and the opportunity it 
presents for parents, 
educators, advocates and 
policymakers. Find out 
how YOU can take action 
to ensure state lawmakers 
meet their constitutional 
obligation and implement 
meaningful education 
reform in the 2020 legis-
lative session. Free and 
open to the public.  

• Chatham County Partner-
ship for Children Board of 
Directors will hold their 
regular meeting from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 17 at the Chatham 
County Agriculture and 
Conference Center, 1192 
U.S. Highway 64 Business, 
Pittsboro. 

• Free performances 
of  “The Lottery” will be 
offered as part of  the sec-
ond-annual spring theater 
workshop at Jordan-Mat-
thews High School. 
Auditions will be held 
on Tuesday, March 18 to 
select the cast of  about 13 
actors. Rehearsals will be 
after school, about twice 
a week, during March.  
“The Lottery” will be 
performed for students 
during school on Wednes-
day, March 26., and then 
for the public that eve-
ning at 7 p.m. 

• The Carolina Mountain 
Dulcimer Players meet 
at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of  each month 
at the Seymore Center 
on Homestead Road in 
Chapel Hill. Beginners, 
experts, and all stringed 

instruments are welcome. 
For more information 
and/or directions, contact 
Shirley Ray at Shirley-
Ray@aol.com or 919-929-
5359  

• The third annual Becom-
ing One Awards Ceremony 
and Banquet will be held at 
5 p.m. Saturday, July 11, 
at the Chatham County 
Agriculture and Confer-
ence Center in Pittsboro. 
For more information 
about being a part of  the 
Celebration and Banquet 
or to be a sponsor, contact 
Sandra Reddick, Admin-
istrative Assistant at 919-
663-3183 or email reddick-
sandra1945@gmail.com.

ALSO HAPPENING

• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Thursday, and 
Friday.. It is adult and kid 
friendly with no admis-
sion fee. Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects 
of  Chatham’s unique 
history. The Museum is 
located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. For 
more info, see: https://
chathamhistory.org.  

• Spring has sprung at 
Second Bloom of Chatham 

Thrift Shop. We have adult 
clothing in all sizes, shoes, 
and accessories. Credit 
cards accepted, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday - Friday 
and Saturday until 5 p.m. 
Located in Pittsboro, on 
the Courthouse Circle, 
beside the Roadhouse. All 
proceeds support survi-
vors of  domestic violence 
and sexual assault and 
promote community ed-
ucation in collaboration 
with Chatham County. 

• SECU tax preparers are 
on hand in all locations 
across the state to answer 
questions and complete 
and electronically file 
2019 federal and state 
income tax returns for 
members who are eligible 
to participate in our Low-
Cost Tax Preparation 
Program now through tax 
season. Qualifying mem-
bers can have both federal 
and state tax returns 
prepared and filed for a 
flat fee of  only $75.00. 

• Until April 15, the 
Chatham County Coun-
cil on Aging will host 
Free Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) at their 
Pittsboro and Siler City 
Senior Centers. This free 
tax preparation assistance 
is offered through the IRS 
VITA Grant initiative. 

For an appointment, call 
919-542-4512, ext. 225. --- 
Volunteers are needed for 
Saturday receptionists for 
this Free Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance. For 
more information or to 
volunteer, contact Allison 
Andrews at 919-542-512 or 
allison.andrews@cha-
thamcouncilonaging.org.  

• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Fri-
day. Adult and kid friend-
ly; no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
Museum is located in 
the historic Chatham 
County Courthouse in the 
circle. More info: https://
chathamhistory.org. The 
museum will be open for 
Pittsboro’s First Sunday 
on March 1, from noon 
until 4 p.m. 

• Chatham Habitat for Hu-
manity is seeking groups 
– corporate, school, neigh-
borhood, etc. – to volun-
teer on their Siler City 
build sites. Build days are 
on Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays. For 
more information, visit 
chathamhabitat.org/vol-
unteer, or email rachelh@
chathamhabitat.org  
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17TH ANNUAL
DEMENTIA & CAREGIVER SYMPOSIUM

TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2020
8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

The symposium is for family and professional caregivers as well as 
community members wanting to learn more. Discover current trends in 

dementia care, practical self-care suggestions, and information about legal 
issues and technology to assist you in caregiving. Informational seminars, 

guest speakers, exhibitors, health screenings, door prizes and more!

DENNIS A. WICKER CIVIC & CONFERENCE CENTER
1801 NASH STREET

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 27330

REGISTRATION 8:00 A.M. | PROGRAM STARTS 9:00 A.M.
LUNCH PROVIDED.

Respite Care for Families Available & Arranged in Advance

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Please visit www.DementiaNC.org/Sanford2020
or contact Lisa Levine at: (919) 832-3732 or llevine@DementiaNC.org
Family Caregivers, Clergy, Students, Volunteers & General Public: $10

Professionals: $40 | Continuing Education Contact Hrs. 4.5

For Questions or to schedule respite care, Please Contact: 
Holly Hight, Senior Center Caregiver Specialist, The Lee Co. Govt. Enrichment Center

(919) 776-0501 ext. 2230 | hhight@leecountync.gov

HOSTED BY:

75 Ballentrae Court
Pittsboro, NC

CHATHAM HEALTH 
SCIENCES CENTER
OPENING SPRING 2020!

To see classes currently available, 
visit www.cccc.edu/chsc

For more information, contact: 
www.cccc.edu/chsc  |  (919) 545-8000

Enroll NOW!



ers “may, by resolution and 
after 10 days’ public notice,” 
put this tax into effect. Prior to 
Tuesday’s election, 42 of  North 
Carolina’s 100 counties had this 
levy in effect.

During the November 2018 
election, 20 counties had an 
Article 46 referendum on the 
ballot. Just four passed: Gra-
ham (62.4 percent for), Moore 
(58.8 percent for), Stanly 
(50.8 percent for, passed by 
368 votes) and Swain (54.3 
percent, passed by 445 votes) 
counties.

The local option sales tax 
applies to anything normal 
sales tax applies to except for 
unprepared food like grocer-
ies or gas purchases. With the 
tax in effect, anyone going 
through a drive-thru for a 
cheeseburger would pay the 
tax, as would someone who 
went to Lowe’s Hardware to 
pick up a hammer and some 
nails. But on a trip to Pig-
gly Wiggly for your weekly 
grocery trip, or stop by a BP to 
fill your car’s gas tank, the tax 
wouldn’t be charged.

The State of  North Carolina 
has a 4.75 percent sales tax 
effective statewide. Counties 
can enact additional sales taxes 
to generate additional reve-
nue. Currently, Chatham has 2 
percent in additional sales tax. 
With its passage, that 2 percent 
sales tax simply increases to 
2.25 percent.

Prior to Tuesday’s vote, 
Chatham’s 6.75 percent sales 
tax rate was tied for the lowest 

in North Carolina, along with 
a majority of  North Carolina’s 
100 counties. Alamance County 
is the only neighboring county 
with a similar rate.

Lee, Moore and Randolph 
counties have all enacted 
Article 46 and have 7 percent 
sales tax rates. Wake County 
has not enacted Article 46, 
but has a 7.25 percent rate. 
Durham and Orange counties, 
which both have the Article 46 
option, have sales tax rates of  
7.5 percent.

The Chatham commissioners 
passed a resolution in October 
stating they would like the 
funds to be used for education, 
agriculture/land banking, 
affordable housing and parks 
and recreation purposes. This 
is by far the most diverse of  
surrounding counties. Most 
included school construction or 
education debt in their resolu-
tions. Orange County allocates 
half  of  its revenue for economic 
development incentives and the 
other half  for public schools 
capital projects.

A report from the N.C. 
Department of  Revenue stated 
that Chatham could have 
received an additional $1.6 mil-
lion in 2017 if  the tax had been 
in place that calendar year.

Malt beverage vote

Prior to Tuesday’s vote, 
restaurants, hotels, brewer-
ies and other establishments 
were allowed to sell beer and 
other malt beverages like lager, 
ale, porter and other brewed 
or fermented beverage for 
on-premises consumption with-
in the Towns of  Pittsboro and 
Siler City. But in the county’s 
unincorporated areas, the rules 
are a bit different — current 
regulations allow sale at hotels 
and motels, restaurants, private 
clubs, community theaters and 
convention centers. So places 
like Town Hall Burger & Beer 
in Briar Chapel, if  they have a 
Malt Beverage Permit, can sell 
beer.

With its passage, the refer-
endum expands those rights 

to places like craft breweries 
and tasting rooms. Examples 
of  those include House of  Hops 
and Fair Game Beverage Com-
pany in Pittsboro. But those 
types of  establishments could 
not exist in unincorporated 
areas as of  now.

The Town of Pittsboro has al-
lowed these types of  sales since 
1971, and the Town of Siler City 
authorized on- and off-premises 
sales of  both malt beverages 
and unfortified wine this past 
November. But those votes were 
not sure things — 53 percent of  
Siler City residents voted yes for 
malt beverages and 54 percent 
voted in favor of  the unfortified 
wine referendum.

After the Siler City referenda, 
Oasis Open Air Market Owner 
Jackie Adams said she felt the 
change would “put Siler City on 
par to make headway in social 
and economic endeavors as other 
small successful N.C. towns have 
done already.” North Carolina 
ranks 7th nationally for the 
number of breweries that brew 
and sell craft beer in the state 

with craft beer sales creating an 
economic impact of $2 billion an-
nually, according to the Brewers 
Association. The industry also 
creates about 12,000 jobs and $300 
million in annual wages in the 
state. It’s seen a boom in recent 
years, going from 45 such brew-
eries in 2010 to 260 in 2018.

Asked about the countywide 
referendum prior to Tuesday’s 
vote, Chatham Economic 
Development Corporation 
President Alyssa Byrd said not 
only would the referendum 
create “consistent” rules across 
the county, it would improve 
quality of  life in the area.

“Bottle shops and craft 
breweries are most often local-
ly-owned small businesses, and 
frequently serve as community 
gathering spaces,” she said. 
“This is a good opportunity for 
the expansion of  both new and 
existing businesses.”

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Zach-
HornerCNR.

the candidates and representatives for 
all five districts in Chatham.

Dasher-Pharr is not the only competi-
tion for Chatham County Commissioner 
later this year; current Chair Karen 
Howard, a Democrat, will square off 
with Republican Jay Stobbs to repre-
sent District, which covers northeast 
Chatham.

Originally from Ohio but now a 
Pittsboro resident, Dasher spent 2019 as 
the chairman of  the Chatham Coun-
ty Board of  Commissioners. Perhaps 
most notably, he was the public face 
of  the board’s decision to remove the 
Confederate monument in front of  the 
Chatham County Historic Courthouse 
in Pittsboro. In a News + Record ques-
tionnaire published last month, Dasher 
said he wanted to “continue the import-
ant work we’re doing to move Chatham 
County forward.”

“My three years as a commissioner 
have allowed me to build solid rela-
tionships with my colleagues and 
other elected officials, with community 
leaders, and with residents across the 
county,” he told the News + Record in 
February. “I know the processes and 
procedures for getting things done. I’ve 
proven that I’m willing and able to do 

the work required to bring about real 
progress.”

In the run-up to Tuesday’s vote, Dasher 
defined his goals for his next term — if  
he wins the primary and defeats Republi-
can Jimmy Pharr, who faces no primary 
opposition, in November — as continuing 
to work off established foundations, like 
the Chatham County Comprehensive 
Plan and common values among board 
members like “good, safe schools,” “qual-
ity affordable housing” and “a responsive 
and effective county government.”

“I believe government generally — 
and local government especially — al-
lows us the ability to do things together 
that we can’t do individually,” Dasher 
said then. “When we pool our resources 
(through taxes), we can pay teachers 
and build schools, we can provide 
emergency and human services, we 
can protect our natural resources and 
determine appropriate land uses. I think 
Chatham County does an excellent job 
of  doing those things and more in an 
efficient, effective and transparent way.”

Hancock, a Chatham County native 
who now lives in Apex, is an Assistant 
Banquet Manager at the J.B. Duke Hotel 
in Durham.  

Multiple attempts by the News + 
Record to reach Hancock — from both 
her campaign phone and work phone, 
multiple email addresses and Facebook 
messages to her campaign’s page — 
during the campaign cycle generated no 

response.
What was public about her prior to 

Tuesday’s vote was limited and rela-
tively unspecific. Hancock’s Facebook 
page — “Katelin Hancock for Chatham 
County Board of  Commissioners” — 
includes the slogan “For Chatham, 
From Chatham.” The biography sec-
tion said she was a Chatham County 
native who has a bachelor’s degree 
in hospitality management from East 
Carolina University. N.C. State Board 
of  Elections records indicate that she 
currently lives in Apex and voted in 
the 2012 and 2016 Democratic prima-
ries.

Public knowledge of  her platform was 
more or less limited to a January 30 post 

on the Chatham Chatlist forum and a 
short Q&A in the Chatham County Line 
monthly newspaper. On the Chatlist 
post, Hancock boasts of  not being a 
“career politician” and having “no ties 
to private special interests.”

“I want to see progress in Chatham but 
I don’t want lifelong citizens left behind,” 
the post stated then. “I want to see 
modern options for goods and services 
in our city centers. I want to implement 
changes that will attract businesses 
with emphasis on the environment and 
support the community’s needs.”

Reporter Zachary Horner can be reached 
at zhorner@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @ZachHornerCNR.
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Price, Thomas will compete for 4th Congressional District seat in November
BY ZACHARY HORNER

News + Record Staff

In the first primaries for the 
Fourth Congressional District 
to feature Chatham County 
since 2014, incumbent Rep. 
David Price of  Wake County 
earned the Democratic nomina-
tion, while Durham business-
man Robert Thomas clinched 
the Republican candidacy, with 
95 percent of  precincts report-
ing as of  press time.

The district was redrawn late 
last year and moved Chatham 
out of  the 6th District and split 
the county between the 4th Dis-
trict, covering the majority of  
the county, and the 13th District 
in the far west. The new 4th 
District also includes Orange, 
Durham, Granville and Frank-
lin counties, as well as portions 
of  Wake and Vance counties.

Chatham has been repre-
sented in full by U.S. Rep. Mark 
Walker (R-Greensboro), who is 
not seeking re-election, since 
2016.

For Democrats, Price earned 
nearly 87 percent of  the vote 
ahead of  challenger Daniel 
Ulysses Lockwood. Price got 87 
percent of  Chatham’s voters as 

well.
Price has occupied his House 

of  Representatives seat since 
1997 after previously holding 
the position from 1987 to 1995. 
A former professor of  political 
science and public policy at 
Duke University, Price said he 
hoped to be able to support all 
Democrats in November.

“I’m grateful for the strong 
support I received in tonight’s 
primary election from constit-
uents new and old,” he said 
in a statement. “They sent 

a resounding message: we 
must keep fighting against the 
reckless and divisive policies of  
Donald Trump.

“If  we want a future with 
accessible affordable housing, 
affordable health care, a clean 
environment and strong public 
education, we must elect Dem-
ocrats up and down the ballot. I 
look forward to running an en-
ergetic campaign that supports 
this team effort.”

Republicans chose Thomas 
with 48.6 percent of  the vote. He 

edged out Debesh Sarkar (22.8 
percent), 2018 nominee Steve 
A. Von Loor (17.1 percent) and 
Nasir A. Shaikh (11.5 percent). 
Thomas won nearly 52 percent 
of  the GOP votes in Chatham.

A Durham resident who most 
recently worked as a residential 
real estate appraiser, Thomas 
advocates for stronger protec-
tions at the U.S.-Mexico border 
and “the right to keep and 
bear arms,” while saying there 
“must (be) some rational limita-
tions” to weapon possession. 

He also states three priorities: 
working on immigration, trade 
and drug prices.

In Price’s last Chatham 
County election, 2014, he got 
nearly 65 percent of  the vote 
against Republican Paul Wright 
in the county and nearly tripled 
Wright’s total across the entire 
district.

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Zach-
HornerCNR.
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What’s in a name for our best friends?
Names, it’s been said, are 

among the most important parts 
of  our lives. They 
are, in part, our 
identity and 
security, our per-
sonality; who we 
are and how we 
look at life.

Of  course, 
there are ex-
ceptions to that 
rule but I’d just 
as soon not be 
named Ima Stink-

bottom and go through life trying 
to find out.

Many parents go to great lengths 
and effort to find just the right 
name for their little bundle of  joy 
while others just sort of  throw 
something at the baby and hope it 
sticks.

Some names are from family, 
others from the world around 
us. The “Bob” I carry — some-
how short for “Robert” — is in 
memory and tribute to my uncle 
of  the same name who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in World War 
II, and my middle “Joseph” has 
been worn by men before and 
after me. For a period of  years, 
many were the ladies named 
after Shirley Temple when she 
ruled the silver screen. I’ve been 
told my father-in-law just liked 
the name but maybe that’s the 
genesis of  where it came from 
for my better half.

Some names and arrangements 
can be sort of  cute. For instance, 
I’ve written here before of  my 
acquaintance Raymond Dennis 
Ator who, when he would sign 
documents or otherwise introduce 
himself, would come across as Ray 
D. Ator

Then there was James Arthur 
Conley Knight, whose initials 

spelled the word “Jack,” which, of  
course, became his nickname.

Other names and their arrange-
ment can border on the downright 
funny, unless it’s you and your 
name, while others can be, shall we 
say, almost obscene. The story is 
told, or maybe it’s urban legend, of  
the Hogg sisters in Texas, twins who 
were given the first names of  “Ima” 
and “Ura.” 

My mother, bless her saintly soul 
(except when she had a mischie-
vous twinkle in her eye), loved to 
tell the story of  the twin girls born 
to the Terry family, who lived in 
her neighborhood. Their parents, 
being a bit financially embarrassed, 
asked the good doctor to name their 
new arrivals as a token of  their 
thanks for his services, seeing as 
how it might be a month of  Sundays 
and some Saturdays before he got 
any cash. Pausing hardly a mo-
ment, he determined their names 
would be “Datun” and “Disen.” No 
doubt the latter of  the two endured 
some second looks and had some 
opportunities in life as she moved 
along.

I say all this to point out that the 
names we bestow upon our pets is 
also significant. Some of  those can 
be unique, as in the owner of  the 
two-pound chihuahua who named 
him “Killer” and the fellow who 
owned the cat and just named her 
“Cat.”

There are those who say — even 
study at great length and write 
great papers and books and con-
duct studies — the pets we have 
are mirrors of  our own being. 
That may or may not be true. I’ll 
admit that in the past I’ve lived 
(I started to say “owned” dogs, 
but I don’t think you own dogs, I 
think they own you) with, and still 
do live with, dogs who like to lie 
in the sun and pace themselves 

through life. I can identify with 
that but I’m not sure what it says 
about me with the dog who liked 
to run in circles...oh wait, now I 
understand.

The other day I ran across one 
of  those news articles about dogs 
and cats, this one on what we 
name them. It said, in part, that 
names once most used — like 
“Fido” for dogs and “Fifi” for cats 
— are now out. Today the pre-
ferred choices are human names: 
“Max” is first for both dogs and 
cats. Other dog names in the Top 
10 include Buddy, Molly, Maggie, 
Jake and Rocky. That same list 
for cats includes Lucy, Oliver and 
Chloe.

Reading that article did me proud 
because, for once in my life, I was 
ahead of  the curve. Through the 
years we’ve owned some great dogs 
and they’ve all, with the exception 
of  a German Shepherd who was 
intellectually challenged, had people 
names — Charlie, Butch, Ralph, 
Lewis, Russell, Clara and Ellie come 
to mind.

And throughout it all, our two 
children, the two 40-somethings 
who used to be teenagers who lived 
at my house, named Fluffy and 
Spot, have been very happy with 
the names.

When ‘cherry-
picking’ can make 
a difference in a 
loved one’s life

Literary critic Stanley Fish identifies a 
theory known as “fragmentation” by which a 
specific passage, paragraph, or even a single 
sentence is isolated from the rest of  the docu-
ment. As a fragment, these selected words may 
contract or subvert the overall meaning found 
in the larger text. Readers may be familiar 
with the idea of  fragmentation as “cher-
ry-picking” a Bible verse, meaning plucking a 
verse out of  its context and using it in an argu-
ment. This mode of  interpretation is generally 
frowned upon.

Yet the truth is that we all interpret through a 
form of  fragmentation. Biblical scholar Elisa-
beth Schüssler Fiorenza noted that everyone 
has “a canon within the canon,” meaning we 
all have our favorite verses in the Bible that we 
value more than others.

I know that people of  good faith are divided 
over social issues. Some select certain verses 
to make an argument, while others cite dif-
ferent passages. Evidence for either side can 
be found with the pages of  scripture. Sadly, 
many churches resemble the partisan divides 
that we see in our country’s politics. This 
fragmentation of  the Bible often fragments 
communities, splitting churches and denom-
inations.

What if, before we cited a Bible verse, we 
honestly considered our motives for quoting 
that passage? How do we think that the per-
son we are addressing will hear those words? 
What do we hope will happen as a result? 
Long ago, Augustine of  Hippo said, “Anyone 
who thinks to have understood the scriptures, 
but cannot by that understanding build up 
the double love of  God and neighbor, then 
that person has not yet succeeded in under-
standing them.” 

A few years ago, a parishioner lay dying in 
the hospital. Her body was riddled with cancer 
and she had elected for palliative care, some-
times known as “comfort care.” But she was 
not comforted. She agonized over this painful 
decision.

Imagine my surprise when I walked into her 
room the very next day and found my friend 
sitting upright in bed with a beaming smile! 
She told me that, just before I had arrived, 
a doctor had come to check on her. And this 
doctor shared a Bible verse: Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, with 
thanksgiving, make your requests known to 
God.

I recognized that verse as Philippians 4:6. I 
was also wary about cherry-picking this scrip-
ture for her at this particular time. “Do not be 
anxious” may be good advice, but it might seem 
flippant, as if  you are not acknowledging a per-
son’s feelings. Furthermore, I had been praying 
for healing with this parishioner for over a 
year. To imply that she should now be thankful 
seemed inconsiderate, if  not downright spiritu-
ally abusive.

The parishioner shared the whole story of  the 
doctor’s visit. Upon entering the room, the doc-
tor had sat on the bed, held my friend’s hands, 
and listened for almost an hour as she poured 
out her anger, anxiety, and heartache. Only 
when my friend had felt like a dry creek bed did 
the doctor speak, sprinkling the words of  the 
Bible. And so, the fragment known as Philippi-
ans 4:6 was spoken with support, care and love. 
May we all speak with the intention of  doing the 
same.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the poet pastor of  
Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian Church and the 
author of  the book “Gently Between the Words.”

The shade of speed is distinctly gray
Some years ago, I conducted 

an unscientific driving experi-
ment. For an 
entire week, 
I adhered 
strictly to 
posted speed 
limits.

If  a sign 
allowed 55 
miles per 
hour, that is 
the speed at 
which I drove; 
if  35, then 
35 miles per 

hour it was; and so on.
The experiment was every 

bit the chore it sounds like, 
and why precisely I ever 
thought to undertake it, I’ve 
forgotten. I know I didn’t do 
it to make people angry. But 
I remember my conclusions 
at the end of  my self-imposed 
week of  “letter of  the law” 
driving: It makes other mo-
torists mad when you drive 
strictly according to posted 
speed limits.

All week I found myself  
positioned on roadways in 
front of  people wanting to 
go faster. Certainly, and I’m 
not a mind-reader, clairvoy-
ance wasn’t required of  me to 
understand the tailgating, the 
champing at the bit to pass 
me. And when these hapless 
tailgaters could (if  they could) 
pass me, they did so frequent-
ly with discernible distaste 
for my slow speed. Again, no 
supernatural skills needed: I 
could tell from the gusto with 
which, engines revving, they 
made their passing moves. 
And often when they passed, 
I noticed them eyeballing me, 
perhaps to see if  there was 
some observable defect in me 
(or maybe in my slow car) to 
explain why I was being so 
annoying.

Understanding that for every 
rule there is an exception, 
inherent in my conclusion that 
many motorists are angered 
by slower drivers is the notion 
— and though my experiment 

involved no actual science, I’m 
convinced I’m correct — that 
most drivers don’t obey posted 
speed limits, which are often 
treated as speed suggestions, if  
not outright ignored. 

I live proudly by the axiom 
that rules were made to be 
broken, but the same does not 
apply to laws.

This lesson I learned when 
I was young, being handed 
my first speeding ticket at the 
tender age of  18. And a valu-
able lesson it was, having to 
go represent myself  in court. 
Surrounded in a courtroom by 
people accused of  all varieties 
of  crime — the traffic scoff-
laws sat elbow-to-elbow with 
wife-beaters, drug-users and 
miscreants of  many stripes, 
courtrooms being a great 
equalizer — I understood that 
court wasn’t a place I wanted 
to be.

But traffic laws can be 
interesting. Some seem set 
in stone (one does not, for 
example, merely slow down 

at a STOP sign and expect to 
get away with it, if  observed 
by an officer of  the law) while 
others appear (like speed 
limits) more nebulous, or at 
least open to some degree of  
interpretation.

There’s a common belief  
— fostered, I assume, from 
years of  evidence to support 
it — held by many of  us that 
police officers will allow some 
wiggle room where speed is 
concerned. And officers of  
the law do appear, thankfully, 
to use some discretion where 
speed laws are concerned. I’d 
not want to meet the trooper 
who would ticket a driver for 
the transgression of  a single 
mile-per-hour over a posted 
limit.

But how much wiggle room is 
allowed?

Is there a sweet spot, a magic 
number? Is it 5 mph over? Or 
10? 

The question goes back 
to my driving experiment 
of  a few years ago, which — 

for kicks — I repeated over 
the course of  a few days (I 
couldn’t sustain a full week 
the second time around) not 
long ago.

The results of  my second 
social experiment — again 
involving little if  any actual 
science — were in line with my 
first: I met with many tail-
gaters, many drivers impatient 
to pass, some angry looks.

Even law enforcement offi-
cers appeared eager to pass 
and put distance between 
themselves and the guy 
(me) adhering to the precise 
demands of  the law, and I 
completely understand that.

I’ve now concluded two field 
tests, conducted several years 
apart, and from both draw the 
same conclusion: traffic regu-
lations are posted for all of  us 
to see in black and white, easily 
discernible letters and num-
bers; but how we treat them, 
and how they are enforced is, 
like so many things in life, a 
gray area.
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I say all this to point out 
that the names we bestow 
upon our pets is also 
significant. Some of those 
can be unique, as in the 
owner of the two-pound 
chihuahua who named him 
“Killer” and the fellow who 
owned the cat and just 
named her “Cat.”



The Chapel Hill flu: 100 years later, 
will history repeat?

In Chapel Hill people still talk about 
the influenza pandemic of 1918.

Even after more 
than 100 years 
the community 
remembers the 
plague that killed 
the young, vibrant, 
and very popular 
president of  the 
University of  
North Carolina, 
Edward Kidder 
Graham.

On October 26, 
1918, two weeks after his 42nd birthday, 
Graham died from a pneumonia that 
was a common follow-up to the so-
called Spanish Flu that infected him.

According to Greensboro author 
Howard Covington’s recent book, 
“Fire and Stone: The Making of  the 
University of  North Carolina under 
Presidents Edward Kidder Graham 
and Harry Woodburn Chase,” Gra-
ham had been active during October. 
He traveled to New York where he 
met with representatives of  the 
estate of  the wealthy and recently 
deceased Mary Lily Kenan Flagler 
Bingham. He had cordial meetings 
on October 14 and 15 with Mary 
Lily’s brother, William Rand Kenan 
Jr., and her brother-in-law and 
cousin, Graham Kenan. Although 
President Graham learned that 
while UNC could receive substantial 
funds later, there would be delays 
and some uncertainty until her com-
plicated assets were sorted out.

President Graham returned to Chap-

el Hill. In good shape, he played tennis 
on October 18. But by Monday, October 
21, he was too ill to get out of bed.

Meanwhile, the university campus 
was under quarantine, with 300 
cases of  the flu reported and 150 hos-
pitalized. Ironically, two days before 
he became ill, Graham had written 
students’ parents that the incidence 
of  flu on campus was receding.

The loss of  Graham shook, not just 
the campus, but also the entire state. 
The News & Observer founder then 
serving as Secretary of  the Navy, Jo-
sephus Daniels, wrote that Graham 
was “the most useful man in North 
Carolina and we could possibly spare 
any man in the state rather than him. 
We have nobody to fill this place.”

The flu was not finished taking 
down UNC stalwarts. Chapel Hill’s 
Tom Kenan told me that his kinsman, 
the lawyer Graham Kenan, died from 
the flu shortly after his New York 
meeting with President Graham.

This pandemic killed more than 
50 million people worldwide. Cov-
ington points out that it eventually 
took 675,000 American lives and that 
one-half of the country’s casualties 
during World War I were due to the flu 
or its complications. This flu strain, 
he wrote, “most often attacked those 
between the ages of 20 and 40. Graham 
had just turned 42. It struck without 
warning and could literally kill over-
night. What may have been thought 
to be a seasonal cold developed into 
a deadly case of pneumonia that left 
sufferers gasping for air as blood and 
froth clogged their airways.”

This reaction was triggered by a 
massive immune response that caused 
the lungs to fill with fluid. Victims 
turned blue due to lack of oxygen as 
they drowned in this excess fluid.

Could Graham and the millions of  
other victims been saved had there 
been better planning and prepara-
tion? We cannot know for sure. But 
we can ask our leaders and ourselves 
whether we can and should do more 
to prepare for the threatened coming 
of  the Coronavirus into our lives.

Writing in The New York Times 
on March 1, Nicholas Kristof  ac-
knowledges that nobody knows if  
the coronavirus will be a “big one.” 
But he says we should get ready. 
“The coronavirus may kill 2 percent 
of  those infected; if  correct, that 
would be similar to the lethality of  
the 1918 flu. Another similarity with 
1918 is that the United States and the 
world are unready for a pandemic.”

Kristof cites Dr. Irwin Redlener, a 
Columbia University professor and 
director of  the National Center for 
Disaster Preparedness, who told him, 
“We’re amazingly unprepared.”

If, as a result of  that lack of  pre-
paredness, we lose people like Ed-
ward Kidder Graham and thousands 
of  others, our generation will have 
earned a verdict of  infamy from the 
jury of  history.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina 
Bookwatch” at 11 a.m. Sundays and 5 
p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The program 
also airs on the North Carolina Channel 
at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and other times.

The symbolism 
of separate water 

fountains
TO THE EDITOR:

Del Turner’s story about 
getting in trouble with her 
grandfather for drinking 
from the white water foun-
tain (“Hindsight 2020: Moving 
forward from history,” Feb. 27) 
brings to mind my story from 

the other side of  that sad coin: 
Age 11 in 1955, newly-moved 
with my parents from up north 
to Charlotte, my mother took 
me shopping. I saw a water 
fountain and I had a swig. “He 
drank colored water,” a clerk 
told my mother, ominous.

I looked up and saw a sign 
that read: “Colored.”

“You shouldn’t leave some-
thing like that where a child 
can get at it,” my mother 

snapped.
I felt a wave of  panic. Mom 

sounded angry. I thought the 
sign meant the water itself  
was polluted, poisoned in some 
way. Colored? The water looked 
clear to me and tasted OK if  
you like a touch of  chlorine in 
the mix.

“Oh, it won’t hurt him,” the 
clerk hastened to say. The clerk 
looked defensive, like she might 
get in trouble.

Mom said “harrumph” and 
we walked away. I was too 
young to see how Mom said 
what she did just to make the 
clerk admit the separate water 
fountains were purely symbol-
ic. 

Unlike Mom, the physical 
reaction Del Turner’s grand-
father felt compelled to use is 
a reminder how parents often 
feel compelled to use corpo-
ral punishment in repressive 

societies where any infraction 
might bring dire consequences. 
I read that corporal punish-
ment of  children has been 
declining, and I wonder if  that’s 
partly because our society is a 
bit less repressive than it used 
to be. Let’s hope, because cor-
poral punishment only results 
in the furtherance of  the cycle 
of  violence.

Doug Berg
Pittsboro

Easy grades 
produce hard 
landings, as 
study shows
Walt Disney was no stranger to adversity. He 

grew up in a large, itinerant family of  modest 
means. His first film studio 
went bankrupt. But Disney 
never gave up. And he never 
stopped learning from his 
mistakes.

“All the adversity I’ve had 
in my life, all my troubles and 
obstacles, have strengthened 
me,” Disney once said. “You 
may not realize it when it 
happens, but a kick in the teeth 
may be the best thing in the 
world for you.”

Celebrating the virtue of  
perseverance may sound 

old-fashioned. In reality, however, it is a sound 
application of  modern social science. In educa-
tion, for example, there is a growing empirical 
case for the proposition that if  we ask more of  
our children instead of  trying to protect their 
supposedly-fragile egos, they are more likely to 
enjoy success in school and beyond.

A new study of  grading practices right here in 
North Carolina has gained significant national 
attention. Seth Gershenson, an associate profes-
sor at American University’s School of  Public 
Affairs, looked at the records of  some 350,000 
North Carolina 8th- and 9th-graders who were 
enrolled in the state’s Algebra 1 course from 
2006 to 2016. Gershenson chose these students 
because they had the same teacher for the whole 
year and were required to take an end-of-course 
test to assess their mastery of  the subject.

For all 8,000 public-school teachers covered in the 
study parameters, Gershenson averaged the grades 
they gave their students and used a variety of statis-
tical controls to adjust for student background and 
prior performance, teacher background and creden-
tials, and other variables that might influence the 
grade averages. He then compared those average 
grades to the performance of the same students on 
the end-of-course test for Algebra 1.

The idea, in other words, was to see if  the 
students of  tougher-grading teachers were more 
or less likely to succeed than were students of  
easier-grading teachers — all other things being 
held equal.

Gershenson’s results suggest that tougher 
grading practices are an example of  “tough 
love.” By expecting more at the front end as a 
student takes Algebra 1, the teacher makes it 
more likely that student will eventually achieve 
mastery in the subject. On average, students 
assigned to the toughest-grading quartile of  
North Carolina teachers scored 17 percent of  a 
standard deviation higher on the exam than if  
those same students had been assigned to the 
easiest-grading quartile of  teachers.

That’s not a small effect. “To put this differ-
ence in perspective,” Gershenson wrote, “con-
sider that it amounts to a little more than six 
months of  learning. It is also larger than the im-
pact of  a dozen student absences or replacing an 
average teacher with a teacher whose students 
consistently outperform expectations.”

Even moving from the easiest-grading 25 
percent of  teachers to one of  the middle quartiles 
still boosted student learning by a significant 
amount. Gershenson also found that having a 
tough-grading teacher for Algebra 1 made it more 
likely a student would do well in subsequent math 
courses such as Algebra 2 and Geometry. And the 
benefits of  higher academic expectations extend-
ed across all racial and family backgrounds.

That last point is particularly important in 
light of  another of  Gershenson’s findings: tough-
er grading standards are not equally distributed 
across public schools. Suburban schools and 
those with relatively low shares of  poor students 
tend to have teachers who give lower grades. 
Rural and high-poverty schools tend to have 
teachers who give higher grades.

It is at least conceivable that teachers and 
principals in the latter groups of  schools worry 
that rigorous grading might discourage students 
who are already facing significant challenges to 
their academic success. Their concern may be 
well-motivated, but this study shows that acting 
on that concern is not well-advised.

As North Carolina students leave high school for 
college or the workplace, what matters most is how 
well they retain and apply what they’ve learned, not 
how students feel about themselves. Easy grades 
early in life can set them up for a hard landing.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman of  the 
John Locke Foundation and appears on “N.C. 
Spin,” broadcast statewide at 7:30 p.m. Fridays 
and 12:30 p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.
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One on One

Could a virus take down the economy?
I’ve recently been asked 

a new question about the 
economy 
when I 
speak to 
groups 
and 
organi-
zations. 
It’s a 
question 
I haven’t 
heard 
in many 
years. 
The 

question is whether the 
coronavirus that has hit 
China and other parts of  
the globe send the world, 
and the U.S., into a reces-
sion, or worse.

The worry is under-
standable. Viruses are 
scary things. I’ve read my 
share of  medical thrillers 
based on some new virus 
spreading throughout the 
globe, killing millions, 
destroying businesses and 
almost ending civilization 
until heroes contain it at 
the last minute. There’s 
also an ongoing concern 
that viruses could be used 
as part of  biological war-
fare between countries.

Actually, we only have 
to look back 100 years to 
find a real example of  
what an unchecked virus 
can do. The 1918-1920 
influenza pandemic, also 
known as the Spanish flu, 
killed at least 50 million 
people worldwide, with 
some estimates putting 
the number as high as 100 
million. In the U.S., almost 
one of  every three people 
became infected, and more 
than 500,000 died. Even for 
those who survived there 
were numerous cases of  
long-term physical disabil-
ity.

To date, deaths from 
the coronavirus have now 
topped 3,000 worldwide. 
Most of  the deaths have 

been in China where the 
virus was first detected.

There have also been 
rapid responses to the in-
fection. People in China’s 
regions where cases have 
occurred are being iso-
lated from the rest of  the 
population to contain the 
virus’ spread. China has 
rapidly built new hospitals 
to treat those with infec-
tions. Travel to and from 
China has been restricted. 
Also, people arriving in 
the U.S. from China have 
been quarantined for sev-
eral days to ensure they 
are not infected.

Yet even if  the infec-
tion and death rates are 
relatively low, there still 
can be economic impacts. 
These economic impacts 
come in four forms: 
impacts from the reduced 
availability of  products 
from China, impacts from 
reduced sales to China, 
impacts from changes in 
consumer spending based 
on fears about the virus 
and impacts on stocks. Let 
me evaluate each.

The U.S. imports more 
than $500 billion of  prod-
ucts each year from China. 
The products range from 
cell phones and other 
technology to clothing and 
furniture to machinery 
parts. Sick people in China 
can’t work, and closing off 
parts of  the country from 
other areas also curtails 
production. The reduced 
availability of  Chinese 
products could slow some 
segments of  the U.S. econ-
omy, with the computer 
and electronics industries 
being the most vulnerable.

On the flip side, U.S. 
firms sell more than $100 
billion of  products to 
China annually, with the 
most important being 
technology products and 
farm commodities. These 
sectors have already taken 

a hit from the tariffs im-
posed by China during the 
U.S.-China “trade war” of  
the last two years. Ironi-
cally, the recent thaw in 
this trade war has created 
optimism for U.S. factories 
and farms that increased 
sales to China are around 
the corner. Now that 
corner may take longer to 
reach if  Chinese purchas-
es of  foreign products take 
a dip as a result of  the 
coronavirus.

Consumer spending 
drives the economy. 
Significant declines in 
consumer spending are 
usually the most direct 
cause of  a recession. Con-
sumers reduce spending 
if  their incomes fall, for 
example, as a result of  
higher unemployment. 
But consumers can also 
reduce spending simply 
as a result of  fear. That is, 
nothing actually “bad” has 
to happen. Instead, if  there 
are widespread worries 
that something very bad 
has a high chance of  hap-
pening, that’s enough for 
consumers to cut back on 
spending, which then can 
trigger a recession.

We saw this happen with 
the SARS (severe acute re-
spiratory syndrome) virus 
in 2003, which resulted in 
700 deaths worldwide. Con-
sumer confidence about 
the future dipped, and so 
did consumer spending, 
especially on durable 
products like appliances, 
vehicles and furniture.  
However, the spending dip 
was short-lived, and no 
recession resulted. 

Although coronavi-
rus-related deaths already 
exceed SARS deaths, con-
sumer confidence has not 
yet been affected. In fact, 
the measure increased in 
both December and Jan-
uary. Granted, this could 
change when the February 

reading is released, but it 
appears consumers are 
more focused on jobs, in-
comes and gas prices than 
on the latest world virus.

Last is the potential 
impact of  the virus on 
the stock market. One 
thing the stock market 
absolutely does not like is 
uncertainty. Until we have 
a good idea of  how much 
the virus will spread and 
whether containment ef-
forts will be successful, the 
market could be wobbly. 
We’ve seen that in recent 
days. But good news on the 
coronavirus could cause 
just as fast of  a rebound. 

My conclusion is the 
coronavirus should be 
monitored, and precau-
tions should continue to be 
taken to prevent its spread. 
A key measure to watch 
is the trend in the number 
of  new cases reported 
worldwide. A reduction in 
new cases is often a sign a 
sign the virus is running 
its course. However, a jump 
in cases could be cause for 
alarm, especially if  the 
increase is large.

Companies and indus-
tries in the U.S. having 
strong ties to China or 
other countries with 
major infections could be 
in for a rocky road ahead, 
but hopefully the challeng-
es will last only weeks or 
months, and not years. But 
if  U.S. consumers con-
tinue to spend, then the 
economy will continue to 
expand; that is, there will 
be no recession. However, 
continued drops in the 
stock market could, at 
the least, cause economic 
growth to be lower than 
expected.   

“Plan for the best, but 
have a back-up for the 
worst” is advice I often 
hear and follow. You 
decide if  these words are 
pertinent today. 

MIKE 
WALDEN
You Decide
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For the people of Hubei Province, the ‘C’ in 
COVID-19 stands for courage

BY BUCK RYAN
Special to the News + 

Record

Editor’s note: University 
of  Kentucky journalism 
professor Buck Ryan, 
who has traveled and 
taught widely in China, 
has been a visitor to and 
is familiar with Chatham 
County. He’s working on 
a case study of  the News 
+ Record and will visit 
Chatham again later in 
March. During his most 
recent visit to the news-
paper earlier this year, he 
was accompanied by two 
Chinese students enrolled 
at Duke University. In 
this story, Ryan recounts 
recent exchanges with his 
friends in China, provid-
ing a unique perspective 
on surviving COVID-19 in 
China’s Hubei Province.

What does it take to 
survive a coronavirus 
outbreak?

If  you ask the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, you’ll get 
answers around preventa-
tive measures: wash your 
hands for 20 seconds, 
sneeze into your arm, 
stay home if  you’re sick, 
and call a doctor if  you 
have a fever, a cough and 
shortness of  breath.

But if  you ask another 
set of  experts — people 
doing their best to live, 
work and care for their 
families at the epicenter 
of  the crisis in China’s 
Hubei Province — you’ll 
get answers around 
matters of  the mind and 
heart.

Start your preparation 
list with discipline and 
mental toughness.

“I’m trying to stay away 
from my phone,” said Lei 
Jiao, a Wuhan University 
graduate who teaches En-
glish at Wuhan University 
of  Technology. “It’s so 
tragic here in Wuhan.”

That was how her 
WeChat message began a 
month ago, on Feb. 1. Jiao 
is collaborating with me 
on a novel, “The Ken-
tucky-Fried Adventures 
of  Maggie Lu,” designed 
to teach both English and 
cultural differences to 
Chinese students.

“To many this is the 
city of  terror with people 
dying every day,” Jiao 
said later. “But I prefer 
to think, as the famous 
quote goes from Dr. 
Zhong, ‘Wuhan is a heroic 
city.’”

Dr. Zhong Nanshan 
is an epidemiologist 
dubbed the “SARS hero” 
by Chinese media for his 
honesty when he broke 
with the party line in 2003 
to say that virus was “not 
all under control.”

Add to your prepara-
tion list a public spokes-
person who commands 
trust.

WeChat is China’s most 
popular communications 
app. Wuhan, the capital of  
Hubei Province, is known 
as the “Chicago of  China” 
with a population of  11 
million.

Having spent most of  
my professional journal-
ism career at the Chicago 
Tribune, I assure you the 
city bears no resemblance 
to Chicago, population 2.7 
million, except maybe for 
the mighty river and com-
merce that run through it.

Wuhan University is 
one of  the most presti-
gious and selective uni-
versities in China (think 

University of  Chicago). It 
may be the most beautiful 

college cam-
pus I have 
ever seen.

Jiao has 
a daugh-
ter, Ruby, 
whose mid-
dle school 
is closed 
to protect 

against the spread of  the 
virus. Ruby spends end-
less hours behind a home 
computer completing her 
lessons and homework as 
all instruction has gone 
online.

They have a yellow 
Labrador retriever, Dora, 
who gets her walks inside 
their quarantined apart-
ment from the front door 
to the balcony, back and 
forth. The coronavirus 
couldn’t cancel Dora’s 
first birthday celebration, 
but there was no chance 
they could go out for cake.

The next day, on 02-02-
2020, I wished Jiao a Hap-
py World Palindrome Day, 
an eight-digit sensation 
not seen since 11-11-1111, 
or 909 years ago.

“People planned to get 
married that day,” she 
said. “But the registry 
office announced it’ll be 
closed on that day.”

Add preparation for dis-
appointment and heart-
break to the list.

I suggested that as 
consolation maybe those 
young lovers could play 
the numbers in a lottery.

“That’ll work in 
another 900 years,” she 
responded.

Add a heavy dose of  
good humor.

On Feb. 7, I sent Jiao 
a China Daily opinion 
article, “Something’s not 
right here folks,” written 
by Mario Cavolo, a Yon-
kers, New York, native 
whose family is from Italy 
and who has lived in Chi-
na for the last 20 years.

It was sent to me on 
WeChat by Lea Walker, 
president of  the U.S. 
Chinese Culture Center, 
based in Columbia, South 
Carolina.

“Yep, I read it two days 
ago,” Jiao responded.

The subtitle, “A look 
at USA 2009 H1N1 Virus 
compared to China 2020 
Coronavirus,” softens the 
point: China is suffering 
not just from a virus, but 
from xenophobic attacks 
that shut down travel and 
commerce and smeared 
the Chinese people in a 
way that did not afflict 
America when it was the 
source of  the swine flu.

According to the CDC 
website, from April 12, 
2009, to April 10, 2010, the 
centers estimated 60.8 
million cases of  H1N1 
with 274,304 hospitaliza-
tions and 12,469 deaths in 
the U.S. due to the virus. 
For this year’s flu season, 
the CDC estimates there 
have been 18,000 deaths so 
far in the U.S.

Add historical perspec-
tive to the preparation 
list.

As for news coverage 
and an outlet for citizens’ 
views, such as this news-
paper’s editorial page, 
Jiao offers this advice:

“I think too much 
transparency can cause 
chaos and panic of  the 
masses. But as is shown 
this time in China at the 
initial stage, too little can 
lead to distrust and the 
loss of  credibility. The 
people’s backlash can be 

destructive. The balance 
is pretty tricky.”

On Feb. 8, quarantines 
and lockdowns dimmed 
celebration of  the Lan-
tern Festival, which 
traditionally marks the 
end of  the Spring Festi-
val holiday, when family 
members traditionally 
travel far and wide to 
come together for the new 
year’s celebration.

Many of  those who 
traveled to their home-
towns to celebrate the 
Year of  the Rat, which 
began on Jan. 25, were 
forced to stay put.

On Feb. 14, Jiao report-
ed, “Our valentines have 
already been postponed 
to International Wom-
en’s Day,” traditionally 
celebrated in China on 
March 8 as a combination 
of  Valentine’s Day and 
Mother’s Day.

On Feb. 16, she said, 
“Almost everything here 
has come to a halt...every 
residence building in 
Wuhan has been quaran-
tined.”

On Feb. 20 came the 
first big scare.

Jiao’s mother had 
stayed indoors for about 
25 days until Feb. 20 when 
she started running a 
temperature of  99.5 de-
grees and suffering chest 
distress. No question in 
her mother’s mind, she 
got the virus!

Jiao was not convinced 
as her mother’s symp-
toms didn’t add up. Plus, 
people who went to the 
hospital contracted the 
coronavirus that they 
didn’t have originally.

“But she panicked, so 
we decided to take the 
risk,” Jiao said.

All the residence blocks 
were sealed. They needed 
to contact community 
officials and register at 
several departments, 
then someone sent a car, 
probably a volunteer’s 
own private car.

As Jiao’s mother made 
her way through check-
points, she realized she 
had left her ID card a few 
miles away in another 
neighborhood.

To retrieve it for her, 
Jiao needed to get approv-
al from the community 
supervisor, and after sev-
eral phone calls, Jiao was 
allowed to get on the road. 

No traffic!
Finally, Jiao’s mother 

made it to the hospital 
and got her diagnosis: the 
common cold.

Add to the preparation 
list a healthy dose of  
skepticism and mindful-
ness, not panic.

More good news: Once 
outdoors, Jiao brought 
food for the cats who 
roam her college campus, 
making sure they weren’t 
staring down empty 
dumpsters. She was pleas-
antly surprised that other 
creature lovers beat her 
to the punch.

On Feb. 29, Jiao for-
warded an inspirational 
video, “To the fighters!” 
by citizen journalist Jes-
sica Liu from Shenzhen, 
a city of  12.5 million that 
links Hong Kong to the 
mainland and is nearly 
700 miles to the south of  
Wuhan.

Liu, forced to stay home 
from her intercultural 
communications job, 
put her skills to work 
to deliver an emotional, 

patriotic speech for her 
fellow citizens to win the 
COVID-19 “war.”

Add to the preparation 
list a rallying cry to lift 
everyone’s spirits.

About 220 miles away 
from Wuhan in Hubei 
Province is the Three 
Gorges Dam, the world’s 
largest hydroelectric dam 
that impounds China’s 
most important river, the 
Yangtze.

China Three Gorges 
University, like the dam, 
is in the city of  Yichang, 
population 4 million.

Professor Gean Xi, di-
rector of  the university’s 
Department of  Inter-
national Relations and 
founder of  the campus’s 
Peach Blossom Festival, 
sees the peach blossoms 
on the trees but no hope 
of  a festival.

“Many people asked me 
if  I will continue to host 
the festival this year,” 
Xi said. “I’m afraid that 
crowding people at this 
time will not be a good 
thing.”

Recheck the prepara-
tion list for disappoint-
ment.

Xi needs a special per-
mit to go out for business, 
and when he does, the 
warning sign of  fever is 
foremost on everyone’s 
mind.

“When people meet 
each other during this 
critical moment, the 
greetings firstly are to 
check the temperature,” 
Xi said. “People here in 
Yichang have been quar-
antined at home since 
Jan. 24. We are now in the 
second round of  a 14-day 
quarantine campaign.”

Add to the list a germ-
free food delivery system.

“There are now more 
than 500 international 
students in our univer-
sity,” Xi said. “Everyday 
the students order what 
they need online. Then 
in the afternoon, people 
from the university can-
teen will send the food to 
the dorms.”

That’s food for thought 
for Chatham County with 
so many college students 
in the area.

Something else that 

connects our cultures, 
whether it be the pride 
of  North Carolina or 
the grit of  Wuhan, was 
best expressed by author 
Shannon L. Alder:

“Heroes are not made. 
They are born out of  
circumstances and rise to 
the occasion when their 
spirit can no longer coex-
ist with the hypocrisy of  
injustice to others.”

On the threat of  
COVID-19, Jiao said, “We 
have indeed made great 
sacrifices to prevent it 
from spreading to other 
provinces and other coun-
tries by locking ourselves 
in for more than 40 days 
in a row and still at least a 
month to go.

“Community workers 
down my building deliver 
food every day, even in 
cold rain, and go door to 
door checking on resi-
dents, especially senior 
citizens.”

Let’s pray that the 
self-sacrifices of  the brave 
people of  Hubei Province 
lessened the chance of  
a coronavirus outbreak 
there or here.

If  we’re not so lucky, 
at least we know it will 
take more than CDC 
guidelines to weather the 
storm.

Author’s Background

Buck Ryan, a journalism 
professor at the University 
of  Kentucky, is working on 
a case study of  the News 
+ Record, which he views 
as a model of  success for 
community newspapers 
here and abroad. In 2008 
Ryan produced “Citizen 
Kentucky/Citizen China: 
Hope for a New Century,” 
a half-hour public 
television documentary 
exploring cultural 
connections between 
the U.S. and China as 
a preview to the Beijing 
Olympics. In 2010 he was 
the first UK journalism 
professor-in-residence 
at Shanghai University, 
launching teaching 
experiences at three other 
Chinese universities and 
an international high 
school in Hohhot, the 
capital of  Inner Mongolia.

U.S. deaths. The report also 
stated the majority of  patients 
suffering from the virus are 
adults.

On a non-medical level, 
multiple countries have closed 
schools and banned interna-
tional travel, as well as quaran-
tining areas where the virus is 
expected to have spread. Japan 
closed schools until early April, 
Saudi Arabia prohibited entry 
for individuals coming to the 
country for religious reasons 
and many companies are 
falling short of  their financial 
goals partly due to the virus.

What about Chatham 
County and North 
Carolina?

The state government report-
ed Tuesday that a person from 
Wake County tested positive, 

but was doing well and in isola-
tion at home.

A press release stated that 
the announcement “represents 
an isolated case,” and that 
“local health officials are identi-
fying close contacts to monitor 
symptoms and contain spread.”

According to the county’s Pub-
lic Health Department, there are 
no known cases in the county.

“Chatham County leaders 
are committed to the health 
and safety of  all our residents,” 
Layton Long, the county’s 
public health director, said in 
a statement. “County depart-
ments and offices are actively 
coordinating in preparation 
and planning for any poten-
tial impacts to the Chatham 
community. The public health 
department and other key part-
ners are in ongoing communi-
cations with local health care 
providers, healthcare facilities 
and state health officials to 
develop appropriate responses 
to potential cases of  the novel 
coronavirus in the county.”

Alyssa Byrd, president of  the 
Chatham Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, said the 
county’s business community 
is paying attention to what 
might happen.

“We have several businesses 
with suppliers located in China, 
but to our knowledge, direct 
impact hasn’t been significant 
to date,” Byrd said. “The effect 
of  the virus on global and local 
markets is making businesses 
reflect on the overall resiliency 
of  their operations.”

The state government has 
put together a COVID-19 Task 
Force to coordinate efforts 
around the state’s response 
to the spread of  the virus. Dr. 
Elizabeth Cuervo Tilson, the 
state’s health director and 
Chief  Medical Officer for the 
state’s Department of  Health 
and Human Services, said the 
state is “asking North Carolin-
ians to continue to plan ahead 
for the possibility of  the spread 
of  the infection, while the risk 
for North Carolina is currently 

low.”

What can I do in response 
to COVID-19?

The typical advice from 
health officials has been along 
three lines:

• Use good protection mea-
sures: Fighting against the 
spread of  COVID-19 is similar 
to fighting the flu or other 
respiratory illnesses: wash 
your hands frequently, avoid 
close contact with people who 
are ill and avoid touching your 
face with unwashed hands. 
Long said these measures “will 
greatly reduce the probability 
of  infection.”

• Don’t buy all the face masks: 
Reports have begun coming out 
that hospitals and other medi-
cal facilities are running out of  
face masks. The WHO said that 
wearing multiple masks is “not 
effective against” COVID-19. 

• Push back against stigma: The 
CDC and Chatham County have 
both warned against “incor-

rectly directing fear or anger at 
others.”

“Stigma hurts everyone by 
creating more fear or anger 
towards ordinary people 
instead of  the disease that 
is causing the problem,” the 
CDC said. “We can fight stigma 
and help not hurt others by 
providing social support. We 
can communicate the facts 
that being Chinese or Asian 
American does not increase the 
chance of  getting or spreading 
COVID-19.”

For the latest on COVID-19 from 
the Chatham County Public 
Health Department, visit cha-
thamnc.org/coronavirus, which 
county Health Promotion and 
Policy Director Michael Zelek 
said would be “updat(ed) as 
new information and resources 
become available.”

Reporter Zachary Horner can be 
reached at zhorner@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Zach-
HornerCNR.

VIRUS:
Continued from page A1

COVID-19: A CHINESE PERSPECTIVE VIA KENTUCKY

Ryan

Submitted photo by Minghui Ma

Lei Jiao teaches English as a lecturer at Wuhan 
University of Technology at Ground Zero of the 
COVID-19 outbreak in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, 
China.  
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the ceremony.
“I’m so proud and 

thankful for all of  our 
award winners,” Horner 
said. “Their commitment 
week in and week out is 
making a difference in 
Chatham County.”

The entire staff was the 
recipient of  first place 
in the division in two 
major categories — Best 
Community News Cover-
age and Best Newspaper 
Appearance & Design. 
The staff was also recog-
nized with a third place 
finish in the Best Website 
category.

“We won first place 
in six of  the major 
reporting categories in 
this past year’s contest, 
and two of  the three 
awards given in three 
of  the major individual 
reporting categories,” 
Horner said. “I’m espe-
cially gratified about 
our team winning first 
place in Community 
News Coverage — which 
is a reflection of  the 
quality and volume of  

reporting we do in Cha-
tham County — and in 
newspaper Appearance 
& Design, which recog-
nizes the work we did in 
re-designing the news-
paper to make it more 
attractive for readers 
and advertisers.”

The News + Record’s 
individual winners:

• Horner won four 
awards — first place for 
Best E-newsletter (shared 
with recent UNC-Chap-
el Hill graduate Alexis 
Allston, for the newspa-
per’s “chatham brew,” 
which is emailed to more 
than 2,000 readers each 
Monday), first place for 
Sports Feature Writing, 
second place for News 
Enterprise Reporting and 
second place for Serious 
Columns.

• Reporter Zachary 
Horner won four awards 
— first place for News 
Enterprise Reporting, 
first place and third place 
for News Feature Writing, 
and second place for Reli-
gion & Faith Reporting.

• Managing Editor 
Randall Rigsbee won two 
awards — first place for 
Best Story Lede and third 
place for General News 

Photography. 
• Reporter Casey Mann 

won two awards — second 
place for Election/Polit-
ical Reporting and third 
place for Sports Feature 
Writing.

• Photographer David 
Bradley won two awards 
— first place for Best 
Multimedia Project and 
third place for Sports 
Photography.

• Advertising Designer 
Jason Justice won sec-
ond place for best Small 
Ad.

In the General Excel-
lence category, the News 
+ Record received third 
place honors, meaning 
it was ranked by judges 
as the third-best overall 
newspaper among small 
weeklies across the state 
of  North Carolina. Only 
that category’s winning 
newspaper, The State 
Port Pilot of  Southport, 
received more first place 
awards (nine, versus the 
News + Record’s eight) 
in this year’s contest in 
the small community 
newspaper division. The 
Wake Weekly finished 
second in General Excel-
lence.

More than 350 journal-
ists from across the state 
attended the ceremony, 
held at Raleigh’s Marriott 
Crabtree.

Chatham County’s 
Robert Reives II, who 
represents the county 
and portions of  Durham 
County in N.C. House 
Dist. 54, and Rep. David 
Lewis of  Harnett Coun-
ty, kicked off the awards 
ceremony with remarks 
about the importance 
of  the media and a 
free press. Reives was 
introduced by Horner 
III, a former N.C. Press 
Association president 
who’s serving on the NC-
PA’s board of  directors, 
as well as on the board 
of  the N.C. Press Foun-
dation.

AWARDS:
Continued from page A7

Public opinion shifts on 
Confederate emblems, monuments

BY RANDALL 
RIGSBEE

News + Record Staff

Public opinions on 
Confederate monuments 
on public property and 
opinions on Confederate 
symbols have shifted over 
the years.

Elon University 
conducted a survey late 
last year of  nearly 1,500 
North Carolinians, find-
ing that a “solid majori-
ty” believe public monu-
ments to the Confederacy 
should remain in place. 
The Elon poll found 65 
percent — about two-
thirds — of  those polled 
favored keeping Confed-
erate monuments on pub-
lic, government-owned 
property including 
parks, city squares and 
courthouses. Thirty-five 
percent favored removing 
them.

“While we found a 
substantial majority do 
not want the monuments 
removed from public 
property, we found an 

even larger majority who 
support efforts to add 

context 
through 
historical 
plaques” Ja-
son Husser, 
an associate 
professor 
of  political 
science and 
director of  
the Elon 
University 
Poll, said in 
a press re-
lease from 
Elon on the 
survey’s 
findings.

The Elon 
survey, conducted last 
Nov. 4-6, also asked for 
opinions “about a range 
of  Confederate monu-
ments and symbols,” 
Elon reported. North 
Carolinians surveyed 
were split in their 
reactions to seeing the 
Confederate flag — 44 
percent said they have 
“neither a positive nor 
a negative reaction,” 

and 20 percent said they 
have a positive reaction. 
“There is recognition 
that different races may 
respond to these symbols 
differently,” Elon poll-
sters concluded.

Views on Confederate 
symbols have shifted 
over the years, though 
differences of  opinion 
on the symbol’s con-
temporary implications 
remain.

The Roper Center for 
Public Opinion Research 
conducted a 1991 poll on 
what the Confederate flag 
symbolized to the public 
at the time, finding “the 
vast majority of  whites 
thought that the flag was 
a symbol of  Southern 
pride, while a majority 
of  blacks thought it was 

a symbol of  racism.” In 
2000, when South Car-
olina removed its Con-
federate flag from the 
Capitol (placing it instead 
on Statehouse grounds), 
a CBS News poll found 
45 percent of  the public 
thought the flag should be 
removed, with 42 percent 
saying it should stay in 
place. In 2011, a Pew poll 
found only 9 percent of  
the country had a “pos-
itive reaction” to seeing 
the flag, 30 percent had a 
negative reaction and 58 
percent had neither. The 
same 2011 poll found that 
14 percent of  Southerners 
displayed the Confeder-
ate flag in their home or 
office, car or clothing.

The renewed presence 
of  Confederate flags in 

and around Pittsboro 
in the ongoing public 
disagreement over the 
removal last year of  
the “Our Confederate 
Heroes” monument from 
Chatham County court-
house property in Pitts-
boro has stirred renewed 
consideration of  the flag 
and its meaning.

On November 20, the 
day after the monument 
was removed in Pittsboro, 
members of  the League 
of  the South, a Southern/
White Nationalist group, 
posed for photos where 
the monument had stood, 
holding Confederate flags. 
Most Saturdays since, 
protest groups of  varying 
sizes have gathered in 
Pittsboro.

Confederate flag-wav-
ing protesters numbering 
about 20 were positioned 
on February 15 outside 
the Chatham County 
Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center, while inside 
a panel of  UNC history 
professors discussed the 
Civil War and its lasting 

impacts today.
Flag-bearing protesters, 

and counter-protesters, 
continue to convene with 
their opposing messages 
in Pittsboro three months 
after the statue’s removal.

“The [Confederate] flag 
and the waving of  the 
flag and what it means 
in its totality is far more 
hurtful and offensive than 
perhaps the monument 
was,” said Randy Voller, 
former Pittsboro mayor.

Larry Brooks, presi-
dent of  the West Chatham 
NAACP, lives in Bear 
Creek and drives past a 
prominently-displayed 
Confederate flag flying 
atop a flagpole in sight 
just off of  U.S. 421.

“People are people and 
sometimes they just rep-
resent for themselves,” 
Brooks said. “Those 
people flying the flag? It 
just shows who they are. 
But when you look at the 
overall county, I think 
most people in Chatham 
want things done correct-
ly.”

Brooks

Voller

A STILL-POTENT SYMBOL

Pittsboro hires  
interim manager

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
Pittsboro Board of  Com-
missioners voted at a spe-
cial meeting last Friday to 
appoint Robert Morgan as 
the town’s interim town 
manager, replacing Bryan 
Gruesbeck.

Morgan served as 
Pittsboro’s interim town 
manager in 2012, when 
then-manager Bill Terry 
retired prior to Grues-
beck’s hiring. Morgan’s 
contract is for five 
months, but there is an 
option to make it either 
shorter or longer depend-
ing on the amount of  time 
his services are required.

Gruesbeck, who’d been 
town manager for seven 
years, resigned from the 
position in January at 
the request of  Pittsboro’s 
town board.

Morgan holds a 
bachelor of  arts degree 

in government from the 
Christopher Newport 

College of  
the College 
of  William 
and Mary. 
During his 
career, Mor-
gan worked 
for multiple 
municipal-
ities over 

the course of  his career 
including serving as 
assistant city manager in 
Greensboro, town manag-
er in Carrboro, town ad-
ministrator in Farmville, 
and various roles for the 
City of  Durham includ-
ing assistant director of  
general services. Since 
retirement, Morgan has 
served several municipal-
ities when in a leadership 
transition such as Elon 
and Greensboro.

Morgan said his first 
steps included attending 
the Pittsboro Board of  
Commissioners March 

7 retreat to “get a bet-
ter idea of  the board’s 
priorities.” He will also be 
sitting down with each of  
the department heads to 
learn about their respon-
sibilities and needs as 
well.

“I was interim for a 
couple of  months several 
years ago,” Morgan said. 
“I got to know the town 
and really enjoyed work-
ing here.”

Morgan is looking for-
ward to working with the 
town staff.

“We’re going to have 
to work together to get it 
done,” Morgan said. “And 
to make it as easy and 
productive as possible.”

With the interim posi-
tion filled, the town board 
will move into the process 
to find a permanent town 
manager.

Reporter Casey Mann 
can be reached at Casey-
Mann@Chathamnr.com.
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at the overall county, I think most people 
in Chatham want things done correctly.’

LARRY BROOKS, president, West Chatham NAACP

SNK Trucking is 
looking for drivers. 

We are a family oriented 
company. Great Pay 

and Benefits! 
Call 919-548-2099.



A8   |   Chatham News + Record   |   MARCH 5-11, 2020

At legislative breakfast, county  
leaders bemoan lack of local control

BY ZACHARY 
HORNER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — It 
became a common theme 
throughout last Friday’s 
county legislative goals 
breakfast: Why don’t we 
have more control over 
our own area?

Leaders from Chatham 
County government and 
the municipalities of  
Pittsboro, Siler City and 
Goldston met with State 
Sen. Valerie Foushee 
(D-Durham) and State 
Rep. Robert Reives II 
(D-Chatham), the coun-
ty’s representatives in the 
N.C. General Assembly, 
to discuss the various leg-
islative goals and hopes 
each of  the jurisdictions 
had. Others involved 
included representa-
tives from the Chatham 
Economic Development 
Corporation and Cha-
tham County Schools.

The refrain through-
out several parts of  the 
day could be summed by 
Reives: “When you have 
people making decision 
at the state level about 
local areas, they just 
don’t know that experi-
ence there. Government 
works best at your lowest 
levels.”

That influence of  state 
government on local af-
fairs, most of  it negative, 
popped up throughout 
the discussion in multiple 
areas.

Broadband

A common frustra-
tion particularly among 
county officials in recent 
years has been the lack 
of  quality broadband in-
ternet service throughout 
Chatham. County Manag-
er Dan LaMontagne said 
Chatham’s government 
would like to see the 
removal of  barriers put in 
place “that prevent coun-
ties from initiating and/or 

providing assistance for 
projects and services that 
would deliver broadband 
services to citizens.”

LaMontagne said that 
even the federal govern-
ment now recognizes that 
Internet service providers 
have been misleading 
officials and consumers 
for years by incorrectly 
reporting the number of  
people covered. He and 
Assistant County Manag-
er Bryan Thompson said 
it’s important to think of  
broadband as a “utility” 
like water and sewer and 
electricity.

“We all need to be 
coalescing around the 
issue,” said County Com-
mission Chairman Karen 
Howard. “It’s completely 
nonpartisan, and the 
people that are hurting 
the most are the people 
who don’t have a voice to 
access the powers that do. 
Comprehensive coverage 
everywhere in the state...
(is) an issue of  equity.” 

Reives said the legisla-
ture has “enough votes” to 
repeal a law that prohibits 
local governments from set-
ting up their own internet 
systems or working with 
private providers to do so, 
but the legislature’s lead-
ership isn’t on board. The 
City of Wilson already had 
a system like that in place 
before the law was passed.

“They got upset that 
Wilson was innovating,” 
Reives said. “And now 
they’ve stopped every-
body from doing that. 
And the thing is that no-
body in Raleigh is willing 
to admit that we’ve done 
something stupid. It’s just 
a frustration for me.” 

Local control of 
planning

Another topic of  
discussion: how the state 
government has created 
numerous regulations 
and new rules that cause 
burdens on local govern-

ments.
“Local voters may want 

greater stream buffers or 
common sense regulation 
of  oil and gas explora-
tion,” the meeting’s leg-
islative goals document 
stated. “Yet, state legisla-
tion has taken aim at re-
ducing local control over 
these issues. Increasingly, 
legislation deters us from 
regulating high-impact or 
risky land uses, creates 
confusion between local 
and state agencies and 
adds more confusion to 
land use regulations.”

These types of regula-
tions include limiting the 
types of projects requiring 
environmental impact state-
ments, expanding the defi-
nition of “agricultural use 
or agrotourism” to include 
uses “totally unrelated to 
agriculture” and requiring 
all building inspections to 
be done within two business 
days of request. 

“A lot of  mandates 
have been put down on 
local governments on this 
topic,” LaMontagne said. 
“We’ve been prevented 
from enacting legislation 
and changing rules. These 
are things that the local 
voters should have a say 
in how this community 
handles those issues here 
in their home.”

Property tax base

Another change in 
recent years, according to 
Thompson, is a growing 
number of  exceptions and 
exclusions to property 
tax levies, which he said 
“shift(s) the tax burden to 
an increasingly shrinking 
number of  individuals.”

For example, the state 
government put in place 
a “builders’ inventory ex-
emption.” This means the 
property value of  a proj-
ect in progress only takes 
into account what’s been 
completed — a change 
that reduced Chatham’s 
tax base by more than $27 

million in assessed value 
in 2018. 

“In places like Chatham 
County and other areas 
where you have rampant 
residential development, 
we can’t get revenue 
from that improvement 
immediately,” Thompson 
said. “The burden on 
schools and (the Cha-
tham) Council on Aging, 
it needs to be served, and 
sometimes they’re major 
capital expenses and we 
can’t collect revenue to 
help offset that cost.” 

School calendar

A final lengthy portion of  
the discussion is flexibility 
for public school calendars, 
a regular request from 
Chatham County Schools 
and the Chatham County 
Board of Education. Public 
schools are not allowed 
to begin their school year 
until the Monday closest to 
August 26. That late start, 
Superintendent Derrick 
Jordan said at the meet-
ing, means students’ high 
school classes don’t align 
time-wise with community 
college classes they may be 
taking.

The reasoning given for 
the late start date in recent 
years is a push from coastal 
communities who don’t 
want to give up the vacation 
time, but Mark Hall, the 
provost for Central Caro-
lina Community College 
in Chatham, called that 
reasoning “asininery.”

“This is one of those top-
ics I get really passionate 
about,” Hall said. “It blows 
my mind that decisions 
about education seems 
to be about some slight 
economic benefit to some 
counties. Having grown up 
on the coast, it’s not real. 
It’s not legitimate.” 

Many pieces of  legisla-
tion have been proposed 
in recent years providing 
flexibility and exceptions 

for individual counties — 
Reives sponsored such a 
bill last year for Chatham, 
Lee and Harnett counties 
— but little headway has 
been made.

“Even if  it is an eco-
nomic boon for areas, I 
hear loudly and clearly 
from the folks in Cha-
tham County that they 
desire to have the flexibil-
ity,” Jordan said. “If  it’s 
decided that in Chatham 
County what we’ve been 
doing works, I’m fine with 
that. But what I’ve been 
hearing so far is that it 
doesn’t work.”

What to do

Both Reives and 
Foushee stressed that it 
was important for local 
officials to not only con-
tinue to have the discus-
sion internally but reach 
out to elected leaders in 
other counties. Foushee 
specifically referened 
her frustration with 
legislators who used to 
be county or city leaders 
and their actions when in 
state government.

“It’s amazing how 
you can be a county 
commissioner and take 
a position at the state 
level and forget about the 
issues you had to resolve 
as a commissioner or a 
council person,” she said, 
“totally forget how local 
government operates, or 
to get to a point where it 
doesn’t matter how local 
government operates 
because you didn’t like it 
when you were there.” 

Reives said the issue 
with certain topics has 
become “loyalty to the 
leadership in Raleigh.” 
Republicans have held 
the leadership positions 
in both chambers of  the 
General Assembly in 
recent years, but Reives, 
the Deputy Democratic 
Leader in the House, said 

this emphasis on loyalty 
happens to both parties.

“We’ve gotten to a 
point now on both sides 
where there gets to be 
this loyalty to a person 
who’s in place,” he said. 
“For me, it’s kind of  like 
church. I go to church to 
worship God. I don’t go 
to church to worship the 
person who’s telling me 
about it. You can appreci-
ate your leadership, but 
you shouldn’t be so loyal 
to them that you forget 
what’s important.” 

Wrapping up the meet-
ing, Howard said she was 
“extraordinarily grateful” 
for the work and coopera-
tion done with Chatham’s 
legislators.

“Not every community 
has the kind of  access to 
their representatives that 
we have,” she said. “I’m 
grateful for all of  you 
being co-conspirators in 
making Chatham County 
a great place to live. We’re 
all working for the same 
people in the same place 
and have the same goals 
for them.”

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.
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Pittsboro board increases funds for sewer line permit
Board voices 
concerns over 

delays
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Pittsboro 
Board of  Commissioners has 
appropriated an additional 
$48,500 to expand a contract 
with The Wooten Company, 
which is assisting the town 
in securing a permit for the 
construction of  a sewer line to 
Sanford.

The process, which began 
in 2016 to address the town’s 
need for more capacity and 
reduction of  nutrient flow into 
the impaired waters of  Robeson 
Creek, has battled delays ever 
since, resulting in Pittsboro’s 
wastewater treatment plant 
nearing capacity — sparking 
concerns from the board that a 
moratorium on new users may 
need to be implemented.

The Wooten Company, a 
nationwide engineering firm 
with an office in Raleigh, was 
first engaged for the Sanford 
Forcemain Project in Octo-
ber 2016 to revise documents 
required for a revolving loan 
fund by the N.C. Dept. of  Envi-

ronmental Quality’s Division 
of  Water Infrastructure. Over 
the past few years, the company 
has been awarded nearly $1.7 
million in contracts to manage 
the project, pay permitting fees 
and conduct easement negotia-
tions. These funds, according to 
Heather Meacham, the town’s 
finance director, would be 
replaced by the revolving loan 
fund once the town receives 
those funds.

The most recent appropria-
tion, made in a vote of  Pittsboro 
commissioners last week, is in 
response to comments from the 
Division of  Water Infrastruc-
ture, requiring a fourth revision 
of  the town’s Engineering Re-
port/Environmental Informa-
tion Document (ER/EID) report, 
according to Paul Messick, 
the town’s attorney who was 
serving as town manager in a 
interim capacity. This report 
must now include a “secondary 
and cumulative impacts docu-
ment” for potential development 
that may occur, including all of  
Pittsboro and Chatham Park, if  
the town is allowed to install a 
sewer line and pump its waste-
water to the City of  Sanford’s 
Big Buffalo Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, according to 
The Wooten Company’s con-
tract amendment.

The requirement for a 

“secondary and cumulative 
impacts” document was not 
required nor mentioned in 
any Division of  Water Infra-
structure comments from 
the original, revision one or 
revision two of  the Environ-
mental Information Document, 
according to the contract 
amendment. In addition, the 
contract amendment notes 
that the third revision had 
been initially approved, which 
would typically be sufficient to 
move forward in the process. 
The additional requirement 
was made because of  concerns 
raised by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

In the town board discussion 
on the additional appropria-
tion, several commissioners 
voiced concerns about the 
delay. Commissioner Michael 
Fiocco stated his frustration 
with the Division of  Water 
Infrastructure and “their 
continued delays in getting 
this project under way.” Fiocco 
commented that the town, 
Chatham Park and the Division 
of  Water Resources, another 
department at N.C. Dept. of  En-
vironmental Quality, all came 
to a settlement about riparian 
buffers and stormwater control 
measure tracking. 

“At the time, I questioned as 
to why DWI wasn’t signing,” 

Fiocco said. “And the answer 
was DWI would be in lock-
step with DWR. This facility 
will take effluent out of  this 
watershed and we’re being 
delayed.”

Fiocco noted that the 
town’s wastewater treatment 
plant’s lack of  capacity will 
affect the town’s “ability to 
make economic development 
happen.” Fiocco also lament-
ed that “Fish and Wildlife” 
has “refused to meet with the 
town” and “refused to return 
phone calls” making the proj-
ect “virtually impossible to 
complete.”

Commissioner John Bonitz 
said he wanted to “echo Com-
missioner Fiocco’s concerns,” 
adding he’s “not happy” about 
the additional money the town 
is spending. Bonitz did state 
that he thought the town would 
not be in this situation “if  our 
stormwater policies within the 
planned development district 
with Chatham Park were more 
straightforward.”

Fiocco noted that the Divi-
sion of  Water Resources was 
“more attune to dealing with 
stormwater and thought it to be 
a very acceptable plan,” adding 
that the Division of  Water In-
frastructure has “nothing to do 
with stormwater.”

According to the N.C. Dept. 

of  Environmental Quality’s 
website, the Division of  Water 
Resources is responsible for 
ensuring “safe drinking water 
in accordance with federal 
requirements, issues pollution 
control permits, monitors 
permit compliance, evaluates 
environmental water quantity 
and quality, and carries out en-
forcement actions for violations 
of  environmental regulations.” 
While the Division of  Water 
Infrastructure “provides finan-
cial assistance for projects that 
improve water quality.” 

The News + Record has, for 
the last three months, been 
requesting documents and 
comments from the N.C. Dept. 
of  Environmental Quality’s 
Division of  Water Infrastruc-
ture regarding the town of  
Pittsboro’s Sanford forcemain 
project. Officials have prom-
ised the documents, but as yet 
haven’t delivered them. 

A timeline for the next re-
vision and the Sanford Force-
main Project will likely be on 
the agenda for the town’s next 
regular board of  commission-
ers meeting scheduled for 7 
p.m. Monday at Pittsboro Town 
Hall.

Reporter Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@Cha-
thamnr.com.

Colorectal cancer: it can be prevented
BY RAVIKANT 

VARANASI, MD, 
AGAF

Pinehurst Medical Clinic - 
Pittsboro

If  you had a 5 percent 
chance of  developing a 
potentially fatal disease, 
and you could reduce this 
risk, wouldn’t you?

Colorectal cancer (can-
cer of  the colon or rectum) 
is the second leading 
cause of  cancer-related 
death in the United States, 
with about 50,000 people 
losing their lives annually. 
Screening could prevent 
approximately 60 percent 
of  these deaths. Despite 

this, however, about one 
out of  every three people 
is not up to date with co-
lon cancer screening.

Over the last several 
years, celebrities like Ka-
tie Couric and Will Smith 
have brought attention to 
the importance of  a colo-
noscopy. It is now com-
mon to see commercials 
on television featuring a 
talking Cologuard® box 
with arms and legs sitting 
on a toilet. But even with 
the increased awareness, 
many people would prefer 
to avoid the subject of  
colon cancer prevention.

For the past 20 years, 
March has been designat-
ed as National Colorec-

tal Cancer Awareness 
Month. So really, there 
is no better time to talk 
about the importance of  
colon cancer screening.

As awful as colon can-
cer is, the good news is 
that it can be prevented. 
Most colon cancers begin 
as polyps, small growths 
on the inside surface of  
the colon. Polyps come in 
different shapes and sizes, 
and they have different 
microscopic character-
istics. Certain polyps, 
called adenomas, have 
the potential to turn into 
cancer over several years.

It is important to know 
that colon polyps seldom 
cause any symptoms. 

Even though a person may 
feel well and apparently 
be in good health, a colon 
polyp could be growing 
and silently transforming 
into a life-threatening 
malignancy.

Fortunately, getting 
screened can signifi-
cantly reduce your risk 
of  getting colon cancer. 
Because it usually takes 
several years for a polyp 
to turn into cancer, 
colonoscopy with colon 
polyp removal (polypec-
tomy) can very effective-
ly prevent this type of  
malignancy. Additionally, 
timely diagnosis of  colon 
cancer is essential, as 
treatment of  early-stage 
colon cancer offers a 
greater than 90 percent 
chance of  survival five 
years after the diagnosis.

No one will argue that 
getting a colonoscopy is 
fun or exciting, and most 
people hate going to the 
doctor’s office. But after 
the 20-minute exam is over, 
many patients marvel 
about how easy the pro-
cedure was and how they 
should have never worried 
about it in the first place.

In preparation for the 
procedure, you drink a 
clear liquid diet the day 
before, culminating with 
two doses of  a laxative 
the evening before and 
morning of  the examina-
tion. While this is usually 
the most disagreeable part 
of  the process, it is also 

the most important. The 
cleaner your bowel prepa-
ration is, the better your 
colon examination will be. 
There are several different 
bowel preparations avail-
able and you can discuss 
the options with your 
doctor. Do not allow fear 
or dread of  the cleansing 
process to increase your 
risk of  dying from a pre-
ventable disease.

Since the procedure 
is done while you are 
sedated, the exam itself  
is painless and basically 
feels like a short nap.

In addition to the 
cleanliness of  your colon, 
another critically import-
ant factor that determines 
the quality of  your colon 
examination is your 
doctor. Each doctor who 
performs colonoscopies 
should be aware of  his 
or her ADR, or adeno-
ma detection rate. This 
doctor’s “report card” 
is the rate at which one 
or more precancerous 
polyps are found during 
a screening colonoscopy 
in patients 50 years and 
older. Current standards 
suggest a minimum ADR 
of  30 percent for male pa-
tients and 20 percent for 
female patients. Don’t be 
afraid to ask your doctor 
what his or her ADR is, 
as a higher ADR means 
a higher quality colonos-
copy. Wouldn’t you want 
your house inspected by 
someone who is likely to 

find a preventable prob-
lem, so you don’t have to 
make costly repairs later? 
Your colon health should 
be no different. Studies 
have shown that for every 
1 percent increase in a 
physician’s ADR, the risk 
of  colon cancer decreas-
es by 3 percent for the 
patient over the next year. 
If  you are going through 
the process of  getting a 
screening colonoscopy, it 
is vitally important the 
exam be done right.

The American Cancer 
Society recently recom-
mended that all individu-
als aged 45 and older get 
screened for colon cancer. 
You might need a screen-
ing exam at a younger 
age if you have a family 
history of colon polyps or 
cancer, a personal history 
of inflammatory bowel 
disease, or other medical 
conditions. Your personal 
medical and family history 
will determine when and 
which type of colon cancer 
screening test is best for 
you. Additional informa-
tion can be found online at 
websites for the American 
Cancer Society (www.can-
cer.org) and the American 
Society for Gastrointesti-
nal Endoscopy, colorectal 
cancer awareness (www.
screen4coloncancer.org).

If you haven’t done so 
already, talk to your doctor 
about getting screened for 
colorectal cancer. It is an 
easy, safe, and proven way 
of reducing your chance of  
dying from a very common 
and preventable disease. 
Having a colonoscopy will 
give you peace of mind. And 
it may just save your life.

Dr. Varanasi is a fellow of  
the American Gastroenter-
ological Association and 
is accepting new patients 
at his office locations in 
Pittsboro and Pinehurst. 
To make an appointment, 
call 919-292-6110.

MARCH: COLORECTAL CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

call (919) 663-3232 or go to chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

630 East Street, Ste 9, Pittsboro, NC 27312
(919) 542-1938 • thecreativegoat19@gmail.com

www.thecreativegoat.com
Social Media: @creative_goat

CLASS
SCHEDULE
Alpaca Painting Class  

March 5th from 6:30-8:30

Shamrock Gnome Painting
March 12th from 6:30-8:30

Paper Quilling 
March 14th from 2:00-5:00

Cricut 101 
March 19th from 6:00-8:00

Bunny in Egg 
March 26th from 6:00-8:00

Have an IDEA 
for a CLASS?
Want to teach 

a CLASS?
Let us KNOW!

A vintage and gently 
used decor shop fi lled 
with unique fi nds, 
jewelry, gifts, kitchen 
items, art, linens, and 
accent furniture at very 
aff ordable prices.
Formerly in Downtown 
Pittsboro, we’re 
now located at 
136 Fayetteville St. 
Suite F., half a mile 
from the courthouse.



OBITUARIES
MALAKI HARRIS

Malaki Harris, 18, of  Sanford, 
passed away on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 29, 2020 in Greensboro. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

JOE RAEFORD BURKE
Joe Raeford Burke passed 

away on Monday, March 2, 2020.
Funeral arrangements are in-

complete at Smith and Buckner 
Funeral Home. 

DONNIE HUE SMITH
Donnie Hue Smith, 78, of  

Sanford passed on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2020 at his residence.

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, February 
29, 2020 at Emmanuel Glorious 
Church of  God. Interment fol-
lowed in Lee Memory Garden.

WESLEY CLARK HARRIS 
Wesley Clark Harris, 71, of  

Siler City died Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25, 2020 at UNC Hospice.

No services are planned at 
this time. 

Mr. Harris was born in Cha-
tham County on January 28, 
1949 the son of  Willie Wesley 
and Doretha (Marsh) Harris. 
He was employed by Wilson 
Brothers as a truck driver 
and was a member of  the 
Holy House of  Prayer Church 
of  The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wesley was preceded in death 
by his parents and a son, Joe 
Harris. 

He is survived by daughters, 
Della Harris Wise of  Liberty, 
Erica Harris of  Sanford, Mir-
cale Harris of  Siler City; sons, 
Wesley Harris of  Snow Camp, 
Thomas Harris of  Baltimore; 
step-son, Anthony Brady of  
Asheboro; sisters, Callie Peo-
ples of  Sanford, Debra Harris 
of  Statesville, Judy Mellette of  
Sanford; brother, Alex Harris 
of  Statesville; eight grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchil-
dren.

Online condolences may be 
made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

BARBARA DEAN BOONE
Barbara Dean Boone, 75, of  

Siler City died Sunday, March 
1, 2020.

Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 3, 2020 at Commu-
nity Baptist Church with 
Rev. Mark Agan officiating. 
Burial will be in Linwood 
Cemetery, Graham.

Mrs. Boone was born May 
12,1944 in Rockingham Coun-
ty, the daughter of  Raleigh 
and Lilly Mae Glidewell 
Mabe. She was employed by 
Hadley- Peoples for 32 years. 
Barbara was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband, Robert Franklin Jr. 
Boone  and daughter, Gilda 
Norton. 

She is survived by daughter, 
Darlene Garcia of  Siler City; 
son, Wade Boone of  Cameron; 
nine grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren.

On line condolences may be 
left at: www.pughfuneralhome.
com. 

ALMA LEE TAYLOR
Alma Lee Taylor, 93 of  

Sanford passed on Saturday, 
February 29, 2020 at Laurels of  
Chatham in Pittsboro. 

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

MELVIN J. GILL SR.
Melvin J. Gill., Sr., 54, passed away 

on Monday, March 2, 2020 at Central 
Carolina Hospital in Sanford.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home, Sanford.

JACQUELINE (FARRAR) 
HARRINGTON 

Jacqueline Farrar Har-
rington, 61, of  Moncure, passed 
away on Tuesday, February 25, 
2020 at her home. 

Funeral services were held at 
3 p.m. on Sunday, March 1, 2020 
at Staunton Memorial CME 
Church. 

MARGARET LENA 
JOHNSON ALLEN 

Margaret Lena Johnson 
Allen, 81, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Sunday, March 1, 
2020 at UNC Hospice Home in 
Pittsboro.

The family received friends 
on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at Bridges-Cam-
eron Funeral Home. The 
funeral service followed in the 
Chapel at 3 p.m. with Pastor 
Kenneth Patterson officiating.  
Burial will be Thursday, March 
5, 2020 at 1 p.m. at Buffalo 
Cemetery.

She was born in Chatham 
County on December 30, 1938 
to the late Arthur Johnson 
and Lillie Wood Johnson. In 
addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by a sister, 
Edna Stadler. Margaret was 
retired from Coty. 

Margaret is survived by 

her husband, Jerry Al-
len; daughters, Jennifer 
George of  Raleigh, Kimber-
ly Lunsford and Cynthia 
Strickland, both of  Sanford; 
brother, Dewey Johnson 
of  Siler City; sisters, Do-
ris Jones of  New Hill, Inez 

Arnette of  Carolina Beach; 
five grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.
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BILLY GRAY WILSON 
Billy Gray Wilson, 80, of  Bennett 

died Monday, March 2, 2020. 
Mr. Wilson was born in Chatham 

County on April 9, 1939 the son of  
Dorothy Marie Hill Wilson. 

Billy was of  the Christian Faith and 
a veteran of  the US Navy. Billy had 
worked at Chatham Auto Parts Napa 
Store for 39 years, He later worked at 
the Farmers’ Alliance Store. He was 
a “people person” with a gift of  gab 
and could spin a tall tale or two.  He 
enjoyed dancing, social times spent 
at the local Senior Center and his 

animals that gave him great companionship. 
Billy was preceded in death by  his mother; sister, Barbara 

W. Dillinger; brother, Jimmy Wilson; and canine companion, 
JB. 

He is survived by his wife,: Carol Lee (Brewer) Phillips; 
daughter, Paula W. Reeves and husband David of  Siler City; 
grandson, Caleb Reeves of  Siler City; nephew, Tony Atkins of  
Sanford; nieces, Tina Graves and Tonya Crocker of  Siler City; 
Beloved Canine Companions, Little Bit and Scruffy. 

The family will receive friends Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
North Second Avenue, Siler City, NC and at other times at 920 
Calvin Phillips Road, Bennett. The funeral will be Thursday, 
March 5, 2020 at 2 p.m. at Pine Mountain Friends Meeting, 
268 Phillips Road, Bennett with Rev. Edwin Moore  officiating.  
Burial will be in Oakwood Cemetery, Siler City. 

The family wishes to extend a special thank you to Tracy 
Smith for all the help during Billy’s illness. 

Memorials may be made to Pine Mountain Friends Meet-
ing, 268 Phillips Road, Bennett, NC 27208 or Community 
Home Care & Hospice, 108 Village Lake Road, Siler City, NC 
27344. 

Online condolences may be made at:  www.pughfuneral-
home.com .

DR. TONY FRANKLIN CLARK, PH.D, USN (RET) 

On Tues-
day, February 
25, 2020, Tony 
Franklin 
Clark, loving 
husband and 
father of  two 
children, 
passed away 
at the age of  
81. He will be 
dearly missed 
by his many 
friends and 

family. 
Tony was born on February 11, 1939 in Raeford, NC to 

Heman Glenn Clark and Vivian Hester. He was the youngest 
of  six children, (predeceased siblings: Jean, Shirley, Hal, 
Alton, and Kenneth).

He was reared in Lumberton, NC, and attended Lumberton 
High School. On October 18, 1958, he married his high school 
sweetheart, Margaret (Peggy) Allen, daughter of  George and 
Margaret Allen of  Lumberton, NC. They raised two children, 
Angus, an Electrical Engineer, and Kimberly, a freelance Art 
Director. Angus and his wife Lisa of  Raleigh have raised two 
sons, Brandon, Houston and a daughter, Cameron. Kimberly 
and her husband Colin, also live in Raleigh. 

Tony was drawn to action, adventure and loved nature; 
with the support of  his close and loving family, he led the 
way for a full and exciting life outdoors. He always had a 
deep and abiding love for the sea, and stayed close to it in his 
studies, his personal interests and his brilliant career. He felt 
a deep affinity for his Scottish ancestry and enjoyed research-
ing the connection between North Carolina and Scotland. He 
traveled to Scotland several times. He was proud of  his farm 
and enjoyed his hummingbirds. He was very quiet about his 
many honors and achievements. A fiercely independent man 
of  few words, when he did tell a joke or a story, people leaned 
in to hear. He was a keen observer of  life and human nature 
and would completely throw you off-guard with his wonder-
fully snarky sense of  humor.

Tony attended UNC-Chapel Hill; and received his under-
graduate degree in Geology in 1962, and his PhD in Oceanog-
raphy in 1974. 

Tony served in the US Navy (1962-1969), attained the rank 
of  Captain and remained involved in the Naval Reserves after 
he retired from active duty. He was recalled to active duty 
in 1985 for a thrilling special assignment in the Arctic. He 
proudly reported directly to the Oceanographer of  the Navy 
for that assignment.

In addition to his military career, Tony had a varied and 
interesting civilian work life. He was employed by the great 
state of  North Carolina in multiple capacities over the years. 
He was proud to be named the first Director of  the three 
Marine Resource Centers, which are now known as the be-
loved NC Aquariums. He also worked in the UNC university 
system; at East Carolina University as an Assistant professor, 
and NC State as assistant to the Dean, and as a professor. 
He held positions with AT&T in Greensboro, as a research 
scientist, studying underwater acoustics, worked for the CIA 
as a physical scientist and in 1981, he taught for a semester at 
the Navy Postgraduate School in Monterey CA. He enjoyed 
working with SAIC, and Marine Acoustics on naval research 
projects later in his career.

The Memorial Service with a visitation will be held at Don-
aldson’s Funeral Home, 396 West Street, Pittsboro, NC,  at 11 
a.m., Saturday, March 7th, 2020.

His Internment Service with Military honors is scheduled 
to be held at Skara Brae Farm, Pittsboro, NC at 11 a.m., Sat-
urday, April 4th, 2020.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the:  Cap-
tain Tony F. Clark Oceanography Award Fund at UNC-Chap-
el Hill. Please send checks by mail to the UNC Arts and 
Sciences Foundation, 523 East Franklin St., Chapel Hill, NC 
27514, with a note in the memo line (or attached correspon-
dence) that the gift is for the Captain Tony F. Clark Oceanog-
raphy Award Fund (108031). Gifts may also be made online 
at: http://giving.unc.edu/gift/custom/?f=108031.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

JULIA WHITE RIGSBEE  
Julia White Rigsbee passed away on 

Monday, March 2, 2020 at the SECU 
Jim and Betsy Bryan Hospice Home 
of  UNC Healthcare. 

She was the youngest daughter of  
the late Julian Adams White and Mo-
zelle Horton White of  Durham. She 
was predeceased by her beloved hus-
band, Bobby S. Rigsbee, who she met 
at Mrs. Isaacs’ piano class in Durham 
when they were both twelve years old. 
Though Julia lost Bobby 27 years ago, 
he remained the love of  her life.

Following her graduation from 
Durham High School in 1949 she went 
to work for Central Carolina Bank 
in Durham. After marrying Bobby 

in 1956 and having her three children, she enjoyed being a 
mother and devoted her life to her family.

She especially enjoyed working outside in her yard. And 
even in her last month she could be found outside, if  only to 
go to the mailbox. For many years she was an active member 
of  the Croasdaile Garden Club.

She enjoyed needlepointing and when she and her family 
lived in New York, one of  her favorite pastimes was exploring 
New York City for needlepoint shops.

She and Bobby built their retirement home at Ocean Isle 
Beach, in 1989, and for a few brief  years they enjoyed walks 
on the beach and hunting for shells until his death in 1992.

For many years she was an active member of  First Presby-
terian Church in Durham.

She is survived by her older sister, Sybil White Neal of  
Durham, her three children, Teresa Rigsbee Rickard (Low-
ell), Michael J. Rigsbee (Nancy), Randall S. Rigsbee (Jessica), 
and four grandchildren, Blake Rigsbee, Alex Rigsbee, Julia 
Rickard, and Samantha Rigsbee.

We are grateful for the exceptional hospice nurses and 
doctors at SECU Jim and Betsy Bryan Hospice Home of  UNC 
Healthcare, Pittsboro, NC for the gentle and kind care they 
gave to her in the last weeks of  her life.

Mike, Randall and I are so happy that she will be reunited 
with our dad in heaven, and that together they will find com-
fort and everlasting love.

A private graveside service will be held at Maplewood 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of  the flowers, the family asks that donations be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Foundation of  America.

WILLIAM GERALD PHILLIPS

William Gerald Phillips, 85, of  Siler City died Wednes-
day, February 26, 2020 at Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham.

Mr. Phillips was born in Chatham County on May 9, 1934, 
the son of  Barringer and Velma (Jones) Phillips. He grew-up 
on a dairy farm in the Fair Promise United Methodist Church 
Community. Gerald loved the out of  doors, milking cows, 
raising cattle, riding his John Deere tractor with his dogs 
following close behind. He was an active member of  Oakley 
Baptist Church and the Pauline Powers Sunday School Class.

Gerald was a skilled welder and mechanic and worked 
for Carolina Steel and retired from AC Corporation after 39 
years of  service. He enjoyed collecting antique cars, especial-
ly Chevy. He was the proud owner of   a 1919 Chevy convert-
ible and received a national award for his 1941 Chevy. Gerald 
enjoyed sharing his love of  the farm life by taking children 
riding on his tractor or golf  cart. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and a brother, 
Earle Phillips.

He is survived by his wife of  64 years,: Marian (Dixon) Phil-
lips; nephew, Gary Phillips of  Bear Creek; and many other 
nieces and nephews and in-laws. 

A memorial service will be Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 
11 a.m. at Oakley Baptist Church, 2300 Siler City-Glendon 
Road, Siler City with Dr. Jeff Johnson and Rev. Keith Dixon 
officiating. The family will receive friends in the church im-
mediately following the service. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may be made to Oakley 
Baptist Church or the Baptist Children’s Homes, P.O. Box 338, 
Thomasville, NC  27360. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the family.
Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-

home.com .

ALTON MASTON PHILLIPS  
Alton Maston Phillips, 102, of  Siler 

City died Thursday, February 27, 
2020. 

Mr. Phillips was born in Chatham 
County on November 20, 1917 the son 
of  Jessie L. and Mary Bessie (Size-
more) Phillips.  Alton was the oldest 
member of  Loves Creek Baptist 
Church and active in the Men’s Sun-
day School Class as well as serving 
in many other capacities. He was a 
veteran of  the Army Air Force. Alton 
had been employed and was a field 
serviceman with Piedmont Poultry 

which later became B. M. Hancock & Sons. He took great 
pride in his yardwork and was known for his beautiful yard 
in the Spring. Alton loved his family, his church and travel-
ing.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Beuna Powers 
Phillips; his parents; grandson, Christopher Lee Thompson; 
sisters, Bertha Phillips, Callie Dark, Dorothy Andrew and 
Berlina Powers; brothers, William Phillips, Luther Phillips 
and Cletus Phillips. 

Alton  is survived by one daughter: Cathy Phillips Thomp-
son and husband, Bill of  Pittsboro; grandson, Jeffrey Michael 
Thompson and wife, Melise of  Clayton; great-grandchildren, 
Noah and Victoria. 

The family received friends Sunday, March 1, 2020 from 2 to 
3 p.m. at Loves Creek Baptist Church, 1745 East 11th Street, 
Siler City. The funeral followed Sunday at 3 p.m. at Loves 
Creek Baptist Church with Pastor Kenny Black and Rev. Bob 
Boyd officiating. Burial was in the church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Loves Creek Baptist Church.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the family. 
Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-

home.com .

See OBITUARIES, page A11      
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STEPHEN KEITH DORSETT 

August 5, 1961 - February 27, 2020
Stephen Keith Dorsett, 58, passed 

away on Thursday, February 27, 2020. 
He was born on August 5, 1961 in Cha-
tham County to the late William Earl 
Dorsett and Linda Culberson Dorsett 
of  Siler City, NC. Keith obtained his 
BS and Masters in Mechanical En-
gineering from NC State University. 
Keith was employed by Western Elec-
tric and remained with the company 
his entire career, as it restructured to 
Lucent Technologies, then General 
Dynamics.

In his free time, Keith enjoyed relaxing in his recliner, with 
one of  the cats on his lap, while he read the daily newspa-
per, worked the crossword, and watched TV. He especially 
enjoyed rooting for his team, the Wolfpack. Reading mystery 
novels, fishing, traveling, and good food were also favorites, 
but Keith’s real passion was listening to music, especially 
live performances. In conversation, he would often say, “You 
know, there’s a song about that.”  

Keith shared his life with his high school sweetheart, best 
friend, and wife of  34 years, Annette Phillips Dorsett, at their 
current home in Greensboro. He is also survived by his moth-
er, Linda Dorsett, brother, Mitch Dorsett, and niece, Addie 
Dorsett, all of  Siler City, NC.  His family also includes his 
mother-in-law, Jeanette Campbell Phillips, and late father-in-
law, Gurney Lewis Phillips, of  Siler City, NC, and sister-in-
law and her husband, Jo and Joe Lockwood, of  Raleigh, NC.

The family sincerely appreciates the outpouring of  love, 
support, and prayers from family and friends. A celebration 
of  life service will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 7, 
2020 at Rocky River Baptist Church Fellowship Hall at 4436 
Siler City Snow Camp Road, Siler City, NC.  In lieu of  flowers, 
memorial donations may be made in Keith’s honor to the 
Youth Scholarship Program through High Lonesome Strings 
Bluegrass Assoc, P.O. Box 482, Pleasant Garden, NC 27313, or 
to SPCA of  the Triad, P.O. Box 4461, Greensboro, NC 27404, 
www.TriadSPCA.org.

Fare you well, fare you well
I love you more than words can tell
Listen to the river sing sweet songs
To rock my soul 
- Robert Hunter 

TAYLOR OWEN POWELL   
Mr. Taylor Owen Powell, 21, passed 

away Friday, February 28, 2020 in 
Durham, NC. 

Taylor was born in Wake County, 
March 3, 1998, to Mrs. Billie (Bowles) 
Powell and the late John Anthony 
(Tony) Powell. He was a hard worker 
in construction and was loving to his 
family and loyal to his friends. This 
world is a sadder place for having lost 
Taylor (our Taterbug), but it is much 
better off with having him in it. He 
will be terribly missed!

In addition to his father, Taylor 
is preceded in death by his grandparents, Billy and Leatha 
Bowles. 

He is survived by his mother, Billie of  the home; his sister, 
Hannah Powell of  Siler City; his girlfriend, Hannah Jones 
of  Chapel Hill, NC; grandparents, Carolyn M. and John A. 
Powell of  Cedar Point, NC; his uncle, Steve Bowles of  Apex, 
NC; his aunt, Sherron Lebo of  Cocoa, FL; along with many 
cousins and numerous, close friends.

The family will receive friends and guests from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, March 5, 2020, at Donaldson Funeral Home, 396 
West St., Pittsboro, NC 27312.

In lieu of  flowers, please consider donating your generosity 
to the Powell family.

Condolences may be made at: www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Arrangements by Donaldson Funeral Home & Cremation.
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OBITUARIES:
Continued from page A10 Siler City approves 

Marsh Auto Parts 
expansion

Community 
concerns resulted 

in split vote
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The Siler 
City Board of  Commissioners 
approved a rezoning request 
for Marsh Auto Parts in Siler 
City following a three-hour 
discussion on Monday.

Members of  the community 
adjacent to the property, which 
is located on Eleventh Street 
(U.S. Hwy. 64) and Greensboro 
Avenue, spoke out at Monday’s 
meeting with concerns about 
the current operation and its 
plans to expand, resulting in a 
split vote by the board.

Marsh Auto Parts purchased 
and opened its facility in 1963. 
As the operation grew, so did 
the size of  the storage yard on 
the property for vehicles. As 
early as 1969, minutes from 
Siler City board meetings 
reflect residents of  the Lincoln 
Heights community, which 
is adjacent to the property, 
complaints of  mosquitoes and 
pests because of  the facility.

Earlier this year, Marsh 
Auto Parts requested the 
rezoning and conditional 
use permitting of  an adja-
cent property to use for auto 
delivery and processing. The 
reason for the request was 
mainly due to the anticipat-
ed “super street” updates to 
Eleventh Street that will be 
constructed by the N.C. Dept. 
of  Transportation. That proj-
ect will include a median with 
turnabouts along the corridor, 
which the Marsh’s believe 
would make deliveries more 
difficult. 

Throughout the public hear-
ing process, neighbors of  the 
facility have raised concerns 
about mosquitoes and the ap-
pearance of  the facility to the 
board of  commissioners. At 
Monday night’s meeting, res-
idents also brought a petition 
signed by nearly 30 residents 
and members of  the Holy Trin-
ity Church, which also borders 
Marsh Auto Parts, asking that 
the board “honor our wish-
es and not allow any more 
property in our community to 
be rezoned for the purpose of  
expanding a junk car lot.”

Mayor Pro-Tem Larry Cheek 
noted that a petition was en-
tered in the Siler City minutes 
from 1971 about problems with 
mosquitoes.

“For 40 years, the residents 

have been dealing with this 
problem of  mosquitoes,” 
Cheek said. “It’s about time 
the board takes action.”

In response, Siler City’s 
Planning Director Jack 
Meadows suggested the town 
contract with Catherine 
Deininger, Director of  Bio-
cenosis, who works with the 
town on projects involving “en-
vironmental management,” 
to conduct a study of  the area 
to identify the source of  the 
mosquitoes and make recom-
mendations as to how reduce 
their breeding habitats. 

Dr. Kate Scott, owner of  
Chatham Veterinarian Service 
— which is adjacent to the 
property — spoke to the board 
not only about the mosquitoes, 
but the appearance of  the stor-
age yard behind her facility.

“Whatever they do [in terms 
of  fencing and buffers] should 
not take away from the aes-
thetics of  my business,” Scott 
said. “I run a very professional 
business and I need my neigh-
bor to look good. I want it to 
be very specific about what is 
going to happen here. And it 
should not devalue my proper-
ty. My business is as important 
as any other business.”

Lincoln Heights resident 
Jimmy Pugh also spoke to the 
board asking “is this what you 
want to see when you open 
your door or go to church?” 

“It’s time for the commis-
sioners to give us some consid-
eration,” Pugh said. “Don’t we 
have any rights at all? It falls 
on you. It’s your legacy. We 
can’t enjoy ourselves outside...
we can’t enjoy the fruits of  our 
labor. Look inside yourself. 
Would you want to be in this 
position?”

Kimberly Pugh, who lives 
and owns several homes in the 
Lincoln Heights community 
also spoke to the board noting 
that financially, Marsh Auto 
Parts pays $7,000 in taxes while 
she pays $2,500 on her three 
properties. She said that with 
“all those people in that neigh-
borhood, that’s a considerable 
amount of  money.”

“From a financial stand-
point, you need to listen to the 
residents,” Kimberly Pugh 
said. 

She also noted that from a 
“marketing standpoint,” the 
storage yard is “quite unsight-
ly.”

“If  they were being a good 
corporate citizen, they would 
have put up a better fence in 50 
years,” she said. “But it’s black 
plastic, for 50 years it’s been 
black plastic. I don’t think 
what were asking for is some-

thing unattainable. We just 
want to enjoy our property. I 
implore you to say ‘no.’”

Marsh Auto Parks’ co-owner 
Jimmy Marsh addressed the 
board saying, “Marsh didn’t 
create mosquitoes, God did.” 

Marsh said that he has 
started speaking with a few 
members of  the community 
to discuss planting trees to ob-
struct the view and has paid to 
have a drainage ditch cleaned 
out to allow flow of  water. He 
also noted that over the 50 
years the company has been 
in operation, it has donated 
$230,000 to the town’s fire and 
police departments, the food 
pantry and local churches. 
Co-owner Steve Marsh also 
addressed the board, reiterat-
ing much of  what his brother 
said, adding that he had been 
working with a horticulturist 
with the Chatham County Ag-
ricultural Extension to deploy 
mosquito reduction techniques 
which are now in use at the 
facility. The Marshes also 
agreed to allow an expert on 
their properties to conduct the 
mosquito study.

Throughout the discussion, 
several commissioners made 
the point that the re-zoning 
and the mosquitoes were two 
different issues.

“I don’t know if  this applica-
tion [for re-zoning] affects the 
mosquitoes,” Commissioner 
Lewis Fadely said. “I think 
we’re talking about two differ-
ent issues.”

“I’m still trying to figure out 
what fencing and mosquitoes 
have to do with this re-zoning 
issue,” Commissioner Bill 
Haiges said.

“I think by doing the study, 
we can eliminate the mosqui-
toes on the property that’s 
about to be re-zoned,” Cheek 
said.

“We’re not looking at the 
issues we need to be looking 
at,” Commissioner Cindy Bray 
said, noting agreement with 
Fadely and Haiges.

After the lengthy discus-
sion, the re-zoning request 
was passed by a 5-2 vote, with 
Cheek and Commissioner 
Tony Siler dissenting. Fadely 
then made a motion to approve 
the conditional-use permit, 
but added that the conditions 
include the Marshes allowing 
the expert on their property 
for the mosquito study and to 
adhere to the study’s recom-
mendations. That motion 
passed unanimously.

Reporter Casey Mann can be 
reached at CaseyMann@Cha-
thamnr.com.

AFFORDABLE FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES 

Owned and Operated By: Richard Jones & Bill Craven
www.loflinfuneralservice.com

LOFLIN FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE
RAMSEUR, NC     336-824-2386

FOR TICKETS 
TEMPLESHOWS.COM 
OR CALL 919.774.4155

Connolly Walker, Agent
919-265-0702

connollywalkerinsurance.com

Connolly Walker, Agent
919-265-0702 • connollywalkerinsurance.com
11470 US 15 501 N, Suite 105, Chapel Hill, NC

March 19 • 4:30-7:30pm
Join the Connolly Walker State 

Farm team for a Community 
Celebration!

 Connolly and her team want to thank the 
community for such a warm welcome. 

Please join us for delicious bites & brews 
and meet Connolly and her team.
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Three local students take prizes in Jordan-
Matthews’ 3rd annual ‘Sing and Play’

From JMArts

SILER CITY — Three 
local students took top 
prizes last Wednesday 
in “Sing and Play ’20,” 
the 3rd annual student 
music competition at 
Jordan-Matthews High 
School. From auditions 
through the showcase con-
cert, the event is designed 
as an educational experi-
ence for young musicians 
and a benefit concert for 
JMArts, the Jordan-Mat-
thews Arts Foundation.

Audience members 
voted Oliver Vang of  
Moncure School as best 
performance in the ele-
mentary division after his 
rousing vocal rendition of  
“Into the Unknown” from 
the film “Frozen II.”

Ari Carrillo Ibarra of  
Chatham Middle School 
topped the middle school 
competition with her per-
formance of  “Take Me to 
Church,” a song written 
and recorded by Hozier.

And in the high school 
competition, Luz Borrayo 
of  Chatham Charter 
School took the prize for 
her vocal performance 
of  “The Chain,” a song 
written and recorded by 
Fleetwood Mac.

While “Sing and Play” 
is open to instrumental 
and vocal acts, all 16 
students in this year’s 
showcase competition 
performed vocally, 
though some accompa-
nied themselves on piano, 
guitar or ukulele. The 
winner of  each division 
received a $50 prize.

Greg Burriss, a mu-
sician who directs the 
annual competition, 
believes “Sing and Play” 
is a valuable experience 
for all student musicians 
— even those who don’t 
make it onto the concert 
stage.

“It’s always inspiring to 

see the talent and enthu-
siasm of  young musicians 
in our showcase concert,” 
he said. “But we also are 
happy that so many can 
experience the entire 
process that musicians 
go through regularly to 
perform, including audi-
tioning in a supportive 
environment, in front of  
accomplished musicians.”

Rose Pate, president of  
JMArts, said she loves 
to see the support and 
cooperative spirit among 
all of  the contestants. 
“Even though this is a 
competition, the students 

backstage were cheering 
the other performers,” 
she said. “Watching them 
dance and lip-sync to 
everyone’s songs showed 
just how much they all 
love music. I’m so glad we 
are able to give students 
from all over our area this 
chance to perform.”

All money raised by the 
competition will be used 
by JMArts to provide 
opportunities for high 
school artists, including 
those participating in its 
third-annual New York 
Arts Adventure. That trip 
scheduled over spring 

break gives upperclass 
musicians, actors and 
visual artists an oppor-
tunity to explore one of  
the world’s great cities, 
experience the very best 
in the arts, and gain new 
perspectives and experi-
ences that will influence 
their lives and work.

Students this year will 
have the opportunity to 
learn from Broadway ac-
tor and Tony Award nom-
inee Andy Grotelueschen, 
noted graffiti writer Leaf  
and Washington Post the-
ater critic Peter Marks. 
Other opportunities to 
interact with world-class 
artists are still being 
arranged.

Musicians from Cha-
tham County and across 
the state were eligible for 
“Sing and Play.” Con-
testants in the showcase 
concert were selected by 
Burriss and musician 

Joseph Walden during au-
ditions in early February.

Pate expects “Sing 
and Play” to return next 
year with registration for 
auditions opening some-
time around December 1. 
JMArts is already looking 
at possible dates for next 
year’s competition, which 
is likely to be held once 

again in mid- to late-Feb-
ruary.

More information about 
“Sing and Play” and other 
arts events scheduled 
this season is available at 
jmarts.org. Photos from 
this year’s auditions and 
showcase concert are 
online at facebook.com/
JMHSArts.

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

Winners of ‘Sing and Play ’20’ were, from left, Luz 
Borrayo of Chatham Charter School, Ari Carrillo 
Ibarra of Chatham Middle School and Oliver Vang 
of Moncure School, all celebrating with concert 
host Lindley Andrew. 

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

High school winner: Luz Borrayo of Chatham 
Charter School. 

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

Elementary school 
winner: Oliver Vang of 
Moncure School.

JMArts photo by Chip Pate

Middle school winner: Ari Carrillo Ibarra of 
Chatham Middle School.

just released: first residential  
homes in chatham park

Chatham Park, in partnership with Fresh Paint by 
Garman Homes, announced that public pre-sales for 
their first residential homes will begin on Thursday, 
March 19, 2020. Widely anticipated in the market-
place, purchase appointments will be available via 
invitation only, on a first come, first serve basis. 

Visit us at ChathamPark.com

“The ultimate goal of Chatham Park is to create, 
what our future residents will consider to be, the 
perfect community and the perfect place for them to 
call home. That means doing things differently than 
they’ve ever been done before,” says Vanessa Jenkins, 
Executive Vice President of Preston Development 
Company, who is developing Chatham Park. “The 
Cottages will be the first of many unique neighbor-
hoods here that will cater to niche lifestyle groups, 
such as minimalist living and artist studios, in order 
to create a community energized by an expansive 
diversity of perspectives and talents.”

To receive an invitation for a purchase appointment, 
interested parties will need to add their name to The 

Fresh Paint by Garman mailing list at https://www.
freshpaintbygarman.com/communities/pittsboro/
chatham-park.

The Cottages will be move-in ready by October, 
2020 and available for viewing at the Triangle Pa-
rade of Homes next fall.

To learn more, contact Fresh Paint by Garman 
Homes at 800.560.1160, SayHello@GarmanHomes.
biz or visit their website freshpaintbygarman.com.

 “The ultimate goal of 
Chatham Park is to create, 
what our future residents 
will consider to be, the 
perfect community...”

The homes, aptly named The Cottages, will range 
from 828-1,397 sq. ft., with single story and two 
story plans, and be priced from the low $200’s. 
With names like “Hot Chocolate,” “Apple Pie” 
and “Chicken Noodle Soup,” the home plans offer 
unique, simple, nostalgic comfort to homebuyers. 

“We’re building to deliver an experience-rich, 
simplistic lifestyle,” says Rebecca McAdoo, Divi-
sion President of Fresh Paint by Garman Homes. 

The size and style of these homes are a direct 
response to a larger consumer trend showing that 
more people are desiring smaller homes in order 
to enjoy greater peripheral benefits, such as walk-
ability and a greater sense of community. All of 
the Cottages will be walking distance from histor-
ic downtown Pittsboro and across The street from 
a new 10 acre town park, being built by Chatham 
Park, and Thales Academy school.

“The Triangle marketplace has never seen a home 
product like this. We are proud to be working 
with Preston Development Company on the 
Chatham Park project and believe that this up 
and coming community is the perfect place to 
showcase our new offering,” adds McAdoo. 



MARCH 5-11, 2020   |   Chatham News + Record   |   A13



A14   |   Chatham News + Record   |   MARCH 5-11, 2020

said, with no say in the 
matter.

But in August of  2017 in 
the immediate aftermath 
of  deadly violence at the 
Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, 
an event which quickly 
spawned a response in 
Durham, where protest-
ers damaged and toppled 
that city’s long-standing 
Confederate monument, 
Voller was one of  the 
first to raise questions 
 — at least publicly — 
about the local Confed-
erate monument’s future 
standing in Chatham.

“I wanted to start a 
dialogue,” he said, “and 
have that dialogue in-
clude all parties.”

He took his concerns 
to Chatham County com-
missioners.

“It was only a mat-
ter of  time before the 
monument here became 
a locust point of  organiz-
ing,” Voller said. “This 
was becoming a national 
movement. They tore 
the monument down in 
Durham, then the Silent 
Sam situation [in Chapel 
Hill]. Where’s the next 
logical place? Well, look 
at the map and you can 
see the Jefferson Davis 
Highway, where they put 
these monuments. The 
one in Pittsboro — that’s 
the significant one. It’s 
right in the middle of  
U.S. 64 and U.S. 15-501. 
It’s right in front of  
a prominent historic 
courthouse.”

“We’re talking,” Del 
Turner, a member of  the 
Chatham County Board 
of  Education, said of  
the monument, “about a 
representation of  a per-
son who actually fought 
against this country, 
who is trying to invoke 
the concept that it’s OK 
for one human being 
to own another human 
being, no matter what 
color that human being 
is. It goes against every 
religious tenet, univer-
sally, not just in this 
country. The Confedera-
cy rebukes that.”

The statue, Turner 
said, “has larger, much 
larger, implications, 
because then there was 
this new narrative that 
grew out of  it about why 
the Civil War happened, 
that the North came 
and aggressed upon the 
South.” 

This narrative is 
sometimes referred to 
as the “Lost Cause of  
the Confederacy,” or 
simply the “Lost Cause,” 
which maintains the 
Civil War was an effort 
by the South to fend off 
Northern aggression — 
denying or minimizing 
the role of  slavery in the 
bloody conflict.

The Lost Cause narra-
tive made its way “even 
into literature introduced 
into the school system 
at the time,” said Carl 
Thompson, a former Cha-
tham County commis-
sioner and self-described 
“history buff.”

“All of  a sudden, the 
Civil War was not fought 
over slavery,” Thompson 
said, “but that the South 
was really wanting to 
maintain its own iden-
tity and independence. 
I think the picture they 
wanted to paint was of  
the ‘Glorious South,’ 
that we were fighting for 
honor and a cause that 
had nothing to do with 
slavery.”

Why, Turner asks, 
glorify a loss?

“They lost,” she said. 
“That’s just the bottom 
line.”

In other counties, 
Turner said, “where 
there has been some type 
of  human rights viola-
tion against the people, 
the symbols of  that vio-
lation don’t exist. Where 
in Germany do you find 
statues of  Hitler?”

And revisionist history 
of  the Civil War — which 
Turner said diminishes 
or ignores the central 

role that slavery played 
in the War Between the 
States — has not oc-
curred without contem-
porary consequences.

“I feel that it’s stand-
ing there,” Turner said 
of  the now-removed 
confederate memorial, 
“for people who have 
been socialized into 
believing that false 
narrative about the Civil 
War, which, by the way, 
is defamatory to people 
of  color, African-Amer-
icans in particular. 
Dylann Roof  [the white 
supremacist, now 25, 
who, on June 17, 2015, 
shot and killed nine 
people — all black — at 
Emanuel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church 
in Charleston, S.C.] is 
a good example. You 
look at the comments 
he made after he killed 
those nine people in 
church — because black 
people are the cause of  
all the ills in society; 
because they don’t work; 
they want to live off the 
system. This is stuff that 
comes out of  that narra-
tive.”

“To me,” said Larry 
Brooks, president of  the 
West Chatham NAACP, 
“that Confederate statue 
represented racism.”

Inside the county 
courthouse outside of  
which the statue stood, 
Brooks remembers 
encountering segregat-
ed restrooms and water 
fountains as a youth. 

“There was a place for 
the coloreds,” Brooks 
said. “There was a place 
for the whites.”

But even after drinking 
fountains and bathrooms 
were no longer segregat-
ed according to race, the 
statue remained. 

Thompson drove past 
it “a thousand times” 
during his years in elect-
ed county office and was 
mindful, he said, of  “the 
negative aspects of  histo-
ry that statue spoke to.”

“My thoughts were, 
one, that it shouldn’t be 
there,” Thompson said, 
“and I wish it wasn’t 
there; but the second 
thing I thought was: I nev-
er thought it would ever 
come down. Never. It was 
unfathomable.”

During his years on 
the elected county board, 
Thompson said, he 
sometimes voiced con-
cerns, “but nothing ever 
transpired in terms of  a 
focused effort” regarding 
its removal.

A year or so before 
the statue’s removal 
by the county late last 
year, however, Thomp-
son began meeting with 
other local residents 
who, like him, wished 
to see it removed. They 
began — one speaker at 
a time over the course 
of  several months — to 
bring their concerns to 
county commissioners.

Even then, removal 
of  the statue seemed 
unlikely given a state 
law enacted to protect 
— or at least prevent the 
removal of  — historic 
monuments from gov-
ernment property.

In the aftermath of  
Charlottesville, howev-
er, “consciousness was 
raised throughout the 
country,” Thompson 
said.

“People were doing 
it, removing statues,” 
he said. “Some were, 
unfortunately, doing it in 
a violent way, in Durham 
and Chapel Hill and else-
where. ...I’m not against 
historical monuments, 
or what they represent 
because they do repre-
sent a time in history 
that I think we can 
look at, we can study, 
and we can learn from; 

but none of  them need 
prominence in front of  a 
courthouse, which is the 
center of  law, power and 
authority.”

Understanding 
history

“Even now,” Thomp-
son said, “you don’t see 
much on the history of  
slavery [taught in public 
schools.]”

But that history, he 
said, is important.

“There was an Ala-
mance County commis-
sioner, I understand, 
who made a statement 
that slaves were workers 
who were paid,” Thomp-
son said, referring to 
Alamance County com-
missioner Tim Sutton’s 
2017 comments, widely 
reported at the time, 
about slavery during a 
discussion on Confeder-
ate statues and memori-
als. “It’s what his father 
told him,” Thompson 
said. “And I’m thinking, 
‘My God, somebody’s 
got their history all 
wrong.’”

Getting the history 
right, said Randy Voller, 
is important.

“The history will set 
you free,” he said. “Go 
back and read it.”

But, of  course, not ev-
eryone accepts the same 
history.

The controversy — 
first over whether to 
remove the statue; and 
continuing later, even 
now in the aftermath 
of  its removal in the 
early morning hours of  
November 20, 2019 — 
surrounding the “Our 
Confederate Heroes” 
monument exposed a 
difficulty some people 
still have with the his-
toric record.

“I think [the statue 
issue] pulled a Band-
Aid off a wound that 
was there,” said Karen 
Howard, chairman of  
the Chatham County 
Board of  Commission-
ers. “Who writes the 
stories we hear? That’s 
always important. To 
realize how many people 
believed the Lost Cause 
narrative, who bought 
into it. That shocked 
me.”

‘Pretty hateful’

The statue controversy 
seemed to embolden some 
in Chatham County to 
voice racist sentiments.

About a decade ago, 
Thompson — who had 
been elected straight out 
of  college to the county 
board of  commissioners 
in 1978 and served until 
1990, then was elected to 
another four-year term in 
2010 — was the target of  a 
racist attack.

“My life wasn’t threat-
ened,” he said, but he 
recalls an incendiary 
devise of  some kind being 
placed in his mailbox at 
his home and exploding.

“And there was a word 
— ‘NIGGER’ — written 
in big red letters, on the 
highway in front of  my 
house,” he said. “It ran 
the expanse of  the whole 
road in front of  the house. 
Somebody took some time 
to do it.”

But that act was 
committed with stealth 
by a perpetrator never 
identified.

Last year, during the 
period of  the most heated 
debate on the Confed-
erate statue’s status in 
Pittsboro, another black 
county commissioner was 
targeted with more racist 
rhetoric, but this time not 
by anonymous perpetra-
tors.

Howard, the only Afri-
can-American presently 
serving on the county 

board, received several 
e-mail messages and 
Facebook comments that 
she described as “pretty 
hateful.”

One e-mailer called her 
a “nigger bitch,” while an-
other threated her family, 
saying they would “die 
sooner than you might 
think.”

“I’m pretty tolerate,” 
Howard said. “I know that 
I put myself  out there as 
a public figure. But I’m 
not that tolerant when 
it comes to my kids. You 
don’t get to threaten my 
kids.”

She shared her con-
cerns with county law 
enforcement, but perhaps 
the most eye-opening part 
of  the experience, she 
said, was that the people 
making those comments 
weren’t hiding behind 
anonymity.

“I was shocked that 
people would say these 
things from their per-
sonal addresses and 
post from their person-
al Facebook pages,” 
Howard said, “that they 
weren’t being secret or 
clandestine. These are 
people in the commu-
nity, and the level of  
venom from people who 
were comfortable iden-
tifying themselves was 
shocking. I think there 
is a sense that I brought 
that [monument] issue 
up, that I championed it 
and that it was based on 
some dislike, disrespect 
for people who are deep-
ly tied to North Carolina 
and its past, its Confed-
erate past, which was 
not the case at all.”

But racism, she said, 
can take other, less obvi-
ous forms.

“It can be so subtle,” she 
said. “Somebody sends me 
a hateful e-mail, that’s just 
hate. When it’s subtle — 
like, ‘Well, she shouldn’t 
have been wearing that’; 
that ‘black boys are more 
dangerous’; that they’re 
‘stronger, more tolerant 
of  pain’ —those kinds of  
things, we have to have a 
conversation about.”

With protesters on both 
sides of the monument 
issue — even now, months 
after its removal — still 
gathering in Pittsboro with 
opposing signs and senti-
ments, Howard said we’re 
“too early in” to completely 
assess the monument issue 
and its impacts.

“I think aside from the 
initial passion that rose 
up around the removal 
of the monument, most 
people are still where they 
were,” she said. “I do think 
it opened a crack, and the 
conversation has to contin-
ue. But I don’t even think 
we’ve really begun it.”

Moving forward

“There is decidedly 
something about most of  
Chatham,” Howard said, 
“that is simply welcom-
ing and warm. And I 
recognized that as soon 
as I got here.”

But there remains 
in Chatham, she said, 
“spaces that I don’t feel 
entirely welcome. And 
it’s true of  other places 
in North Carolina, too. 
But there are spaces 
where I show up and I 
am ‘the black person.’ 
Certainly during the 
campaign [for re-election 
to the county board] 
there will be some cam-
paign events that will be 
held in places — and I’m 
not talking about parts 
of  the county because 
I don’t think there are 
whole parts — where 
you’re a guest there, and 
it’s palpable. And I don’t 
want to call them out, 
but ...”

Howard said she 
enters those spaces 
“willingly, because I 
think we have to chal-
lenge those notions and 
not... It would be so easy 
to just let go of  it, wash 
my hands and let people 
be who they want to be. 
But at the same time, do 
I want to hand on to my 
kids the same challeng-
es? I think we can do bet-
ter if  we insist on better 
from each other.”

Bob Pearson, a mem-
ber of  Chatham Com-
munity NAACP Branch 
#5377, said the United 
States is undergoing 
change, “hurtling into a 
future of  growing oppor-
tunity and challenge.”

Chatham, with its 
population projected to 
increase by more than 
70 percent between 2010 
and 2030, “should be 
seen as a model for that 
growth,” Pearson said, 
“as a harmonious and 
welcoming place to live 
and raise families and 
provide good jobs.”

It’s a goal shared, 
Pearson said, by “nearly 
everyone I meet. ...  This 
majority seems willing 
and ready to reach out 
to others in order to 
move pass divisiveness. 
They want race relations 
to improve in order to 
take advantage of  these 
future opportunities.”

Brooks, the president 
of  the West Chatham 
NAACP, agrees.

While some people 
cling to racist beliefs, 
Brooks said, noting the 
proliferation of  rebel 
flags in the county as a 
result of  the monument 
debate, “I don’t think it’s 
the majority of  Chatham 
County. You can tell 
that when people are 
standing up in Pittsboro 
against the statue.”

Sit down and talk

Improving race 
relations will require 
conversation, agreed all 
the people interviewed 
for this story.

“It’s probably some-
thing that’s the easiest 
thing to do, and yet the 
hardest,” said Thomp-
son. “And that’s for peo-
ple to sit down and talk. 
People are just resistant 
to it. It’s the hardest 
topic in the world to talk 
about.”

But he’s seen how 
having those difficult 
conversations about 
race can make a positive 
difference. About three 
years ago, Thompson 
helped launch a group 
called Chatham Orga-
nizing for Racial Equal-
ity (CORE), which has 
met periodically since, 
conducting local work-
shops on race relations, 
discussing, he said, 
“racism and the history 
of  racism and some of  
the fallacies.”

“You’d be surprised 
when the workshop is 
over,” he said. “I’ve had 
people to just break emo-
tionally — and these are 
all white people — who 
tell me ‘Nobody ever told 
me this. Nobody ever 
told me this.’

“There is a scripture 
in the Bible,” Thomp-
son said, “where Jesus 
says ‘You shall know the 
truth and the truth shall 
make you free.’ I think 
it’s just understanding 
the truth, on both sides. 
It helps people to see 
why they think and act 
the way they do.”

“Oh, we’ve got a lot of  
work to do,” said Turner. 
“But it begins with dia-
logue, people talking.”

“You have to start 
asking difficult questions 
that people don’t want to 
hear,” Voller said, “like: 

Should there be repara-
tions? ... Just opening 
that dialogue is a diffi-
cult and painful process, 
but it’s a process that 
should happened. We 
should talk about it.”

“There have been 
multiple times,” Howard 
said, “that I’ve been in-
volved in conversations 
at the county level and 
‘minority’ and ‘poor’ are 
used interchangeably. So 
this notion that poverty 
is a people of  color thing, 
it hinges on some racist 
underlying beliefs. And 
I think it’s important 
for us to challenge them 
in a way that doesn’t 
demean the person 
making the comment, 
because the reason I 
want to talk about it, 
and I feel we have to 
talk about it, is because 
I feel we can’t address 
it without talking about 
it. We can’t address it by 
making people feel guilty 
or silenced in certain 
company.”

Our history remains 
vital to that conver-
sation, according to 
Pearson.

To improve race 
relations, he said, “we 
should ask to have our 
county’s whole history 
told — in public dis-
cussion, in schools, in 
places of  worship, and 
in public spaces — in 
order to have a founda-
tion to build on together. 
Today there is a black 
history in the county 
and a white history in 
the county, but in fact 
there is only one history, 
and that is the history 
of  what happened to all 
our ancestors from the 
beginning to today. Let’s 
just start there — with a 
full accounting through 
the Chatham County 
Historical Society and 
the county library of  
the whole history of  the 
black and white expe-
rience in the county — 
beginning to end.

“I spent my life as a 
U.S. diplomat bridging 
differences between 
people,” Pearson said. 
“As a person born and 
raised in the South, its 
history and heartbreak 
are in my blood. Every-
one in this county agrees 
that family history and 
community history 
should not be forgotten 
or hidden, even if  some-
one else disagrees with 
what that should mean. 
To tell hard history 
without looking for some 
person or race to blame, 
begin with language that 
shows respect but pro-
vides the facts without 
judgment. It’s the only 
way; it is not possible 
to lecture someone into 
a different understand-
ing. Then keep going 
until it’s all out there for 
everyone to see. I think 
there are any number of  
people here who would 
be willing to undertake 
such an effort to enable 
a brighter future of  Cha-
tham County.”

“We have a long ways 
to go,” Thompson said. 
“And even though I’m a 
little skeptical, I would 
hate to see things not 
change. And there 
are things that have 
happened that I never 
thought would happen 
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‘Today there is a black history in the 
county and a white history in the county, 
but in fact there is only one history, and 
that is the history of what happened to 
all our ancestors from the beginning to 
today. Let’s just start there...’

BOB PEARSON, a member of  Chatham Community 
NAACP
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Chargers conquer Colts to  
advance to the Final Eight

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — And then 
there were eight.

Deuce Powell poured in a sea-
son-high 29 points to lead three 
Northwood starters in double 
figures while Cape Fear never 
held an advantage the entire 
evening as the Chargers earned 
a trip to the Elite 8 round of  the 
NCHSAA state basketball play-
offs for the first time in nearly 
a decade by corralling the Colts 
72-55 in third-round action of  
the 2020 Men’s 3A East Cham-
pionships Saturday night in 
Lewis Norwood Gymnasium.

While 11th-seed Cape Fear 
closed out the 2019-20 campaign 
with a record of  19-6, third-
seed Northwood extended its 
unbeaten string to nine games 
in a row to improve to 26-2 
and will next host a familiar 
foe in 10th-seed Southern 
Durham (22-5) Tuesday night 
in a fourth-round matchup, 
with the winner advancing to 
the Final Four. The Big Eight 
3A Conference rival Spartans, 
who finished a game behind 
the Chargers in the final league 
standings, handed Northwood 
one of  its two losses this year.

The Chargers’ last venture 
this far into the state playoffs 
occurred back in the 2010-11 
season when they progressed 
all the way to the title game 
before suffering a 58-56 loss to 
East Rutherford.

Joining Powell in double-digit 
scoring on Saturday evening 
were Jalen McAfee-Marion 
and Alex Snively with 13 points 
each as Northwood connected 
on 54 percent (23-of-43) of  its 
shots from the field and held 
a 23-21 advantage in rebounds 
while turning the ball over 10 
times.

Treymane Parker notched 20 

points and R.J. McDonald collect-
ed 18 for the Colts, who shot 41 
percent (20-of-49) from the floor 
while committing 14 turnovers.

“Our defense helped us get 
off to a fast start as it creates a 
lot of  our offense,” noted Char-
gers’ coach Matt Brown.

“While we took better shots 
tonight than in our last outing, 
we still need to clean up on the 
defensive glass and do a better 
job denying second-chance 
opportunities. One aspect I 
was pleased with this evening 
was the play of  Jack Thomp-
son, who boxed out well on the 
boards and took some charges, 
as well as the effort given 
by guys like Justin Brower 
and Troy Arnold coming off 
the bench to give us quality 
minutes on the court while not 
turning the ball over.”

Cape Fear coach Alphonza 
Kee remarked his team was 
hampered by early foul trouble, 
while Northwood’s senior lead-
ership allowed them to control 
the pace of  the game.

“They did a good job pres-
suring the ball and not letting 
us get in our offensive sets,” 
said Kee. “They contested our 
shots well and were aggressive 
around the rim, getting a lot of  
effort points off the boards.”

“I thought their guards were 
able to maintain the tempo they 
wanted while penetrating the 
lane for good looks at the bas-
ket or knowing when to dish off 
when the shots weren’t there.”

McAfee-Marion’s jumper from 
the right side and three-pointer 
from the right wing helped the 
Chargers jump out to a 7-2 ad-
vantage in the first two minutes 
of play before the Colts fought 
back to pull within 11-10 on a 
Shaun Ross layup with 4:13 left 
in the opening period.

Powell and Aaron Ross then 
combined for six unanswered 

points to swing the momentum 
back in Northwood’s favor, and 
the Chargers went on to forge 
as much as a 29-18 advantage 
following Powell’s turnaround 
bucket in the lane with 2:21 
remaining in the first half.

But Cape Fear would mount 
another comeback prior to inter-

mission, outscoring its host 12-5 
to close the gap to four following 
a Chase Hawkins trey from the 
right corner with 23 seconds 
remaining until the break.

Cape Fear sliced its deficit 
to two on two occasions in the 
third stanza, the last time at 
38-36 on Parker’s layup with 

5:26 to go in the frame before 
three Powell hoops ignited a 
17-6 quarter-ending Northwood 
run that put the contest out of  
reach, and the visitors from 
Fayetteville could never reduce 
the Chargers’ advantage under 
double figures the remainder of  
the contest.
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Golden Bulls end run by Lady Chargers in 
third round on Saturday in Fayetteville

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

FAYETTEVILLE — A poor 
shooting third quarter spelled 
doom for the Northwood girls 
here in Fayetteville on Sat-
urday evening as E.E. Smith 
knocked the Lady Chargers 
from the 3A NCHSAA state 
playoffs with a 57-41 defeat.

The third round, East Brack-
et loss ended the Northwood 
season at 22-6 while E.E. Smith 
(29-1) advances into the East 
Regional semi-finals to battle 
Wilson Hunt.

In the first half  the Lady 
Chargers played the Golden 
Bulls even as the two teams 
battled to a 13-all tie after one 
before Smith went up 26-24 at 
the break.

Tekeyah Bland had six points 
in the first for Northwood while 
Hannah Kanapkey added a 
trey, Bland three points, and 
Caitlin Bailey three more in the 
second.

Amiah Savage had four 
points and Miya Giles-Jones 
three in the first for Smith, 
and Ke’Onna Bryant four and 
Savage three in the second.

“Tonight really is about 

1 bad quarter and the third 
quarter really did us in 
tonight, and this has been 
somewhat of  a theme this 
year,” said NW coach Cameron 
Vernon. “We have struggled 
at times coming out of  the 

half  but we give E.E. Smith 
a lot of  credit, their pressure 
and athleticism was not like 
anything we have faced this 
year. Also their ability to at-
tack the offensive boards also 
contributed to their success. 

But the biggest stat to me is we 
sent them to the line 43 times. 
That’s the most we have sent a 
team to the foul line in my 11 
years as a head coach. I am not 
saying this either to question 
any calls because we fouled 
them. We really struggled with 
their speed and used out hands 
too much.”

Vernon also commended the 
Golden Bulls for their efforts 
on the boards and at the charity 
stripe, also keys in the E.E. 
Smith win.

“Also on their offensive 
boards they were right under-
neath the basket for put backs 
and we fouled to stop that,” 
noted Vernon. “So they did an 
outstanding job of  attacking us 
and getting to the line to shoot 
30-43 (70%). 

In the decisive third quarter 
Natalie Bell sank a trey for the 
Chargers but the locals man-
aged just five points altogether 
and were outscored 16-5 all told. 
Savage had six points while 
Tamia Morris chipped in five 
for the Golden Bulls.

Jones would add five in the 
fourth and Morris three more as 
the hosts outscored Northwood 
15-12 in the final frame to seal 

the 57-41 win. Bailey had four 
for the Chargers in the fourth.

It’s always hard to end the 
season and this was no excep-
tion for Vernon with this years 
team which was resilient and 
battled through a lot of  adver-
sity with the loss of  several key 
players to injuries early on.

“As disappointed as we 
all our for our season to end 
tonight I told the girls there is 
so much to celebrate -  a con-
ference championship, 22 win 
season, and trip to the Sweet 
16. We as a coaching staff were 
truly blessed that they allowed 
us to join them on their jour-
ney this season. Our senior 
class of  Jy Smith, Hannah 
Kanapkey, Caitlin Bailey and 
Chandler Adams will be sorely 
missed because of  their lead-
ership they exhibited this year. 
I thoroughly enjoyed coaching 
them for the last 3-4 years.”

Bland led Northwood with 11 
points while Bailey chipped in 
seven points and six rebounds, 
and Gianna McManaman three 
assists.

Savage paced all scorers with 
17 points for the Golden Bulls 
while Morris added 11 and 
Giles-Jones nine.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Caitlin Bailey (4) blocks the offensive effort of 
Person High’s Gabby Jones in Pittsboro Feb. 27.

Knights headed to 1A Western Regional semifinals, avenge loss to Jackets
BY DON BEANE

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Jason Messier could 
do little but smile after his Chatham 
Charter boys basketball team stunned 
everyone across the Tar Heel state on 
Saturday evening in Siler City with a 
58-40 beat down of  Hayesville in third 
round action of  the 1A NCHSAA state 
playoffs.

And who could blame him, no one 
gave the Knights a chance against the 
top-seeded Yellow Jackets out of  the 
Smokey Mountain Conference.

The excuses were many: Hayesville 
had drilled Chatham Charter deep in 
the mountains 68-55 a year ago, Cha-
tham Charter hasn’t played anyone this 
season and the 1A Central Tar Heel 
Conference is weak, the Knights had no 
one to stop 6-foot-7 Jake Mctaggert, the 
most popular of  many.

But in the end it was Messier’s troops 

that proved the naysayers wrong, again.
Much like the previous two playoff 

wins, Chatham Charter started fast 
and led from start to finish in improv-
ing to a gaudy 31-1 on the season while 
advancing to the 1A Western Regional 
semi-finals to battle powerful Lincoln 
Charter (27-2) who crushed Community 
School of  Davidson on the same night. 
Chatham Charter and Lincoln Charter 
were scheduled to face off on Tuesday, 
March 3 over in Denver which is located 
in just off the shore of  Lake Norman in 
northeastern Lincoln County.

For Messier, it’s the same ole story, 
just a different team in round four.

“Our team is really taking being 
overlooked to heart, they hear things, 
are told what is said on message boards, 
and I think it’s really made them deter-
mined and given them a lot of  incentive 
to show that they have a really good 
basketball team,” Messier said. “Obvi-
ously we will be underdogs on the road, 

and should be, Lincoln Charter is the 
No. 1 seed and won a state title in recent 
years. But this group, the one thing I’m 
sure of  is that they will go compete and 
play hard. That’s just what they do.

The defensive end is where Chatham 
Charter has excelled in the playoffs, 
and Saturday night was no exception as 
the Knights held Hayesville to 40 points 
after the Jackets entered scoring 77 per 
contest.

“Our guys have bought in to always 
playing defense, that’s something you 
can always do, even when your shots 
aren’t falling,” noted Messier. “We’ve 
really turned up the intensity in the 
playoffs, that has been the key.”

That showed early as the Knights 
held the Jackets to just five points in the 
opening period to go up 9-5 after one.

Chatham Charter erupted for 18 
points in the second to pull in front 27-19 
at the break. Trevor Golden had five 
points in the period while Jordan Ham-

ilton added four and Ryan White a trey.
The smothering 2-3 zone by Chatham 

Charter did the rest by holding Hayes-
ville to just 10 points in the third and 11 
in the fourth. The Yellow Jackets had 
sliced the deficit to 43-29 entering the 
final stanza before the Knights erupted 
for 24 points to put the visitors from 
Clay County away.

“I thought for the most part we did a 
good job controlling Mctaggert includ-
ing on the boards,” added Messier on 
the talented Hayesville center who’s 
expected to be one of  the top tight end 
prospects in the nation in the 2022 
class. “He closed with 15 points and 14 
rebounds but we made him work for ev-
erything, especially Jordan and Trevor 
down low.”

Hayesville (25-4) also received 13 
points from Hayden McClure.

A balanced Chatham Charter attack 

See KNIGHTS, page B2

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Aaron Ross (0) comes around the block of Terry Sanford’s defense for a shot 
on goal during the opening seconds of their second round state playoff game Feb. 27.



Lady Chargers gallop past Rockets to 
advance to third round of state playoffs

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Out-
scoring Person 20-9 in a 
pivotal second quarter, 
Northwood opened up a 
28-16 halftime advantage 
and went on to maintain a 
double-digit lead for most 
of the second half en route 
to galloping past the Lady 
Rockets 54-41 in the second 
round of the NCHSAA 
2020 Women’s 3A East 
basketball state playoffs 
Thursday night in Lewis 
Norwood Gymnasium.

Advancing to the third 
round of  post-season 
competition for the first 
time since 2015, the sixth-
seed Lady Chargers won 
their 13th consecutive 
game to improve to 22-5 
for the year, including a 
14-1 mark at home. North-
wood traveled to Fayette-
ville Saturday evening to 
face third-seed E.E. Smith 
(28-1), while 22nd-seed 
Person ended its season 
at 16-9.

Chandler Adams 
recorded a game-high 
14 points for the Lady 

Chargers, while TeKeyah 
Bland and Natalie Bell 
tallied 13 apiece, with 
Bell tossing in four 
three-pointers. North-
wood connected on 36 
percent (14-of-39) of  its 
field goal attempts and 
held a 26-24 advantage in 
rebounds while commit-
ting 15 turnovers.

Aaliyah Williams fired 
in four treys to lead the 
Lady Rockets with a dozen 
points, while Aaliyah 
Jones notched 11 and 
Nydriya Marner added 
10. Person shot 30 percent 
(13-of-43) from the floor 
while turning the ball over 
22 times.

“We knew Person want-
ed an up-tempo game look-
ing for a lot of  transition 
points, and early-on we 
weren’t patient with the 
ball and took quick shots,” 
said Lady Chargers’ coach 
Cameron Vernon. “But 
once we settled down we 
began to utilize our height 
advantage to get the ball 
inside to Chandler and Te-
Keyah, who dominated in 
the paint while managing 
to draw fouls and get to 

the line. Our defense also 
did a good job handling 
Person’s high pick-and-
roll attack after the first 
quarter to force them into 
taking outside shots while 
curtailing their fast break 
opportunities.”

Lady Rockets’ coach 
Jay Carmichael said that 
after getting off to a good 
start his team had trouble 
trying to contain North-
wood’s inside game.

“Their size bothered 
us in the lane and we 
gave them too many open 
looks around the basket 
while letting them control 
the pace of  the game,” 
Carmichael said. “When 
they weren’t hurting 
us inside they hit some 
three-pointers in the first 
half  that let them estab-
lish a good lead, and even 
though we held our own 
offensively in the second 
half  we couldn’t overcome 
the advantage they built 
before intermission.”

Person dashed out to a 7-2 
lead midway through the 
initial period before the Lady 
Chargers closed the stanza 
with a 6-0 spurt to seize the 

advantage for good on an 
Adams charity toss with 1:07 
left in the first quarter.

Following a pair of  
Adams layups and 
Bland’s put-back off the 
right baseline that helped 
Northwood fashion a 15-8 
lead with 6:40 remaining 
in the second period, the 
Lady Rockets trimmed 
their deficit to four less 
than two minutes later 
on a Jones foul shot and 
Alexzia Thompson’s 
jumper in the lane.

But two Bland free 
throws and back-to-back 
Bell treys from the right 
wing in the next minute-
and-a-half  allowed the 
Lady Chargers to expand 
their advantage to 23-11 
prior to the winners 
maintaining a 12-point 
lead at the break.

After Person pulled 
within 32-23 on Kayleigh 
Clarke’s lane jumper 
with 1:54 to go in the 
third quarter, Northwood 
rebuilt a 12-point advan-

tage (36-24) by the end of  
the frame on the strength 
of  two foul shots each by 
McKenna Snively and 
Adams.

The Lady Rockets once 
again closed to within 
nine at 44-35 on a Wil-
liams three-pointer from 
the right corner with 3:55 
remaining to play before 
Bell’s trey from beyond 
the top of  the key a min-
ute later sparked a 10-6 
game-ending run by the 
Lady Chargers.
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Chatham Charter powers past Cherokee  
76-58 in second round action

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Chatham 
Charter outscored Cher-
okee 23-11 in the opening 
quarter here on Thursday 
night in Siler City and 
never looked back in a con-
vincing 76-58 triumph over 
the Braves in second round 
action of  the 1A NCHSAA 
state playoffs.

Chatham Charter 
improved to 30-1 overall in 
the west bracket win while 
Cherokee closes the season 
at 18-10.

“It was a great win, our 
kids played very tough 
defensively and on offense 
we moved the  ball around 
well the entire night,” said 
Knights coach Jason Mess-
ier. “We controlled their 
three-point shooters for the 
most part as well as them 
leaking out on fast breaks. 
We gave up some of  both, 
but it was limited.”

Offensively, the inside 
tandem of  6-foot-5 senior 
Jordan Hamilton and 
6-foot-4 junior Trevor 
Golden simply destroyed 
Cherokee in the paint, com-
bining for 47 points and 23 

rebounds. Hamilton had 
24 points and 15 boards for 
the Knights while Golden 
chipped in 23 points and 
eight more rebounds as 
the hosts outrebounded 
the Braves 39-to-17 in the 
contest.

“That was a big key, 
controlling the glass,” said 
Messier on his club, which 
also saw Connor Murphy 
chipped in 13 more boards 
to go with seven points, two 
assists and three steals. 
“Sometimes that’s difficult 
especially on those long 
rebounds against a team 
like Cherokee who’s game 
is perimeter oriented. But 
tonight we did a good job 
of  it.”

The in excess of  a four 
hour bus ride appeared to 
affect Cherokee early as 
the Braves fell behind 9-0 
at the outset and saw the 
deficit grow to 23-11 after 
one period of  play.

Sterling Santa Maria 
would score eight points in 
the second and Don Brad-
ley added three more as the 
Braves closed the deficit to 
29-24 with 40.9 seconds left 
until the intermission.

After the Knights re-

sponded with a free throw 
by Hamilton, the Braves 
turned the ball over and 
Hamilton was fouled when 
heaving up a shot at the 
buzzer from just inside the 
midcourt stripe. Hamilton 
made all three foul shots 
with all the players off the 
court to extend Chatham 
Charter’s lead back to 33-24 
at the break.

With the stifling defense 
of  Chatham Charter, the 
cold shooting continued for 
Cherokee in the third peri-
od as the Braves put up just 
12 points including four by 
Bradley, and a trey each 
from Santa Maria and Jor-
dan Arkansas. Hamilton 
answered with eight points 
down low and Ryan White 
added five more including 
a trey to keep the hosts in 
a double digit lead most of  
the frame.

Golden had 10 points for 
the Knights in the fourth 
and sank a perfect 6-of-6 
foul shots down the stretch. 
Cole Milholen chipped 
in six points in the final 
period, Amir Mapp six and 
Hamilton four as Chatham 
Charter pulled away in the 
waning minutes.

Santa Maria poured in 
10 points in the final stanza 
and Arkansas added five 
including a three-pointer 
but Cherokee could never 
get the lead under nine 
points at 62-53 with 2:53 re-
maining following a Santa 
Maria driving hoop.

Cherokee suffered 17 
costly turnovers from the 
field and was only 5-of-17 
from behind the arc. 

White added 10 more for 
the Knights in the triumph 
while Milholen and Mapp 
chipped in six apiece.

Santa Maria led the 
Braves with 24 points and 
Bradley chipped in 11.

Powell’s miracle trey lifts Northwood over shocked 
Terry Sanford in second-round of state playoffs

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Deuce 
Powell wasn’t about to let 
Northwood’s dream sea-
son end in a nightmare 
Thursday evening in Lew-
is Norwood Gymnasium.

The senior forward bur-
ied a three-pointer from 
the right corner as time 
expired to lift the Char-
gers to a thrilling 56-54 
come-from-behind victory 
over a stunned Terry 
Sanford team in a sec-
ond-round NCHSAA 2020 
Men’s 3A East basketball 
state playoff  contest.

Stretching its winning 
streak to eight games, 
No. 3 Northwood raised 
its overall record to 25-2 
and will now entertain 
11th-seed Cape Fear (19-5) 
Saturday night in a third-
round matchup, while the 
19th-seed Bulldogs ended 
their season at 18-7.

The Chargers led for 31-
plus minutes before Quay 
McMillan’s conventional 
three-point play with 44.7 
seconds remaining gave 
Terry Sanford its first 
advantage of  the night at 
52-51.

Following Jalen 

McAfee-Marion’s jump-
er off the right baseline 
seven seconds later that 
reclaimed the lead for 
Northwood, the Bulldogs 
answered with Davis Mol-
nar’s layup off the right 
baseline to regain the 
advantage at 54-53 with 
12.7 seconds to go.

The Chargers’ Jack 
Thompson then missed 
a layup in the closing 
moments, and in a scrap 
for the rebound the ball 
was swatted into the back-
court, where Northwood’s 
Alex Snively chased it 

down as time appeared to 
have run out, setting off a 
wild celebration by Terry 
Sanford.

However, the officials 
ruled Chargers’ coach 
Matt Brown had called a 
time-out with 1.2 seconds 
left and requested that 
amount of  time be put 
back on the clock. 

When play resumed 
with Northwood looking 
to inbound the ball at 
midcourt, McAfee-Mari-
on heaved a long pass to 
deep in the right corner, 
where Powell made the 

catch and launched his 
game-winning shot as the 
Chargers’ bench erupted 
in jubilation while the 
Bulldogs looked on in 
disbelief.

“I’ll count this win as a 
blessing,” Brown said. “I 
thought we played hard 
and defended well for the 
first 28 minutes before we 
almost let the game slip 
away. Both teams shot 
well down the stretch, but 
they went to man cover-
age in the fourth quarter, 
something we hadn’t seen 
in awhile and it threw 
us off. We gave up too 
many offensive rebounds 
which led to a lot of  their 
second-chance points, and 
that’s one area we need to 
clean up.”

Powell finished with 17 
points and McAfee-Mar-
ion totaled 12 for the 
victors, while Snively and 
Thompson contributed 10 
apiece.

Molnar led Terry San-
ford with 13 points, while 
Kyron Kelly and McMil-
lan chipped in a dozen 
each.

Although Terry 
Sanford shot 44 percent 
(20-of-45) from the field 
compared to Northwood’s 

37 percent (17-of-46), the 
Chargers won the battle 
of  the boards by a 27-18 
margin and went 18-of-24 
from the charity stripe, 
while the Bulldogs made 
five-of-10 attempts from 
the line. Northwood 
committed 17 turnovers, 
whereas Terry Sanford 
turned the ball over 20 
times.

Bulldogs’ coach Karl 
Molnar said that while 
Powell ended up hitting 
the deciding bucket, he 
felt Northwood really won 
the game in the first half.

“Obviously I’m proud 
of  our guys making a 
comeback after battling 
uphill all night,” said 
Molnar. “I thought both 
teams started out slow, 
but Northwood got hot 
in the second quarter to 
open up a 13-point lead 
at intermission. Their 
defense kept us back 
on our heels most of  
the night, never letting 
us get into any kind of  
offensive rhythm until 
six three-pointers in the 
fourth quarter finally 
got us going. We gave 
ourselves a chance to pull 
it out at the end, but we 
don’t spend much time in 

practice on how to defend 
shots with 1.2 seconds on 
the clock.”

Despite only connecting 
on three-of-15 field goal 
attempts in the initial 
stanza, the Chargers built 
a 9-6 advantage behind 
treys from Snively and 
Powell before Thompson 
and Powell combined for 
10 second-quarter points 
as Northwood surged to a 
27-14 lead at the break.

Following back-to-back 
lay-ups by Yates John-
son and Cooper Barco 
to begin the third period 
that drew Terry Sanford 
within nine, the Chargers 
closed out the frame with 
a 9-4 run to take a 12-point 
advantage into the final 
eight minutes.

But the Bulldogs then 
managed to unleash a 
furious offensive assault 
over the course of  the 
fourth quarter, fueled by 
two three-pointers apiece 
from Kaylon Keys and 
McMillan coupled with 
single treys by Molnar 
and Johnson, to catch 
up with and eventually 
surpass Northwood, set-
ting the stage for Powell’s 
dramatic game-clinching 
hoop.

Northwood’s 
Natalie Bell 
(5) passes 
through the 
defense of 
Person’s 
Alexzia 
Thompson in 
the second 
round of 
the state 
playoffs 
Feb. 27 in 
Pittsboro.

Staff photo by 
David Bradley

was paced by a game-high 18 points 
from Hamilton. The 6’5 senior also 
chipped in six rebounds, three assists 
and one steal.

Connor Murphy added a great game 
and was all over the court, collecting 
12 points, four boards, two assists and 

five steals while Golden added 10 points, 
eight rebounds, seven assists and three 
steal in an outstanding performance. 
Rounding out the the scoring for the 
Knights was White and Cole Milholen 
six points each, Amir Mapp with four, 
and Clay Griffin with two. Milholen 
added two assists and a steal from the 
point and the senior turned the ball over 
just twice for the Knights who had 11 as 
a team and shot 54% (21-of-39) from the 
field.

KNIGHTS
Continued from page B1

Northwood’s 
Jack 
Thompson 
(20) takes the 
rock through 
the defense 
of Terry 
Sanford High 
School in the 
second round 
of playoffs 
for the state 
championship 
in Pittsboro 
Feb. 27.

Staff photo by 
David Bradley

Pro-Kleen Dry Cleaners
601 East Third Street

Siler City
(919) 663-3667

Alterations

• Hems
• Zippers & Buttons
• Ripped Seams
• Letting Pants &
  Dresses Out

County Mulch Sale 
Solid Waste & Recycling Division 

28 County Services Road, Pittsboro 
Sales Begin Saturday, March 7 

7:30 am to 12:00 noon 
$5 per scoop (~1 cubic yard) 

$10 per scoop for large trailers  and  
dump trucks (~3 cubic yards) 

We load. You haul. Don’t forget a tarp! 
All loads of mulch must be secure. 

Sales continue every Saturday, except for  
April 11, while supplies last. 

(Estimated to continue through the middle of May.) 

For more information: 
(919) 542 5516 

www.chathamnc.org/recycle 



Second half surge leads to opening  
round win for Lady Chargers

BY DUCK DUCKSON
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — As they say, there’s no 
place like home.

After fending off a scrappy Southern 
Alamance team to carry a four-point 
advantage into halftime, Northwood 
outscored the Lady Patriots 14-7 in 
the third period to open up a comfort-
able lead before pulling away down 
the stretch to claim a 50-35 victory in 
first-round action of  the NCHSAA 
2020 Women’s 3A East basketball state 
playoffs last Tuesday in Lewis Norwood 
Gymnasium.

Winning their 12th game in a row 
while improving to 13-1 at home and 21-5 
overall, the sixth-seed Lady Chargers 
moved on to 22nd-seed Person (16-8) 
Thursday evening, whereas 27th-seed 
Southern Alamance finished 9-16 for the 
year.

TeKeyah Bland tossed in 20 points 
for the victors, while Natalie Bell and 
McKenna Snively chipped in eight each. 
Northwood connected on 41 percent (19-
of-46) of  its attempts from the field while 
turning the ball over a dozen times.

Alyssa Jacobson topped the Lady 
Patriots with 16 points as Southern 
Alamance shot 38 percent (12-of-32) 
from the floor and held a 27-18 edge in 
rebounds, but it wasn’t enough to offset 
25 turnovers.

“I wasn’t pleased with our defense 

the first half  as we gave up too many 
drives inside while allowing Southern 
Alamance to box us out on the boards,” 
said Lady Chargers’ coach Cameron 
Vernon. “But I thought we came out and 
set the tone for the rest of  the night in 
the first four minutes of  the third quar-
ter when we went from a zone defense 
to man-to-man, pressuring the ball to 
force turnovers while moving our feet 
to not let them beat us to the basket. We 
also got better rotation on our help-side 
defense, while offensively we had good 
ball movement in the second half  that 
forced them to chase us as we looked for 
good shots.”

Lady Patriots’ coach Amy Sarratt 
stated after keeping the game close in 
the first half, her team’s drop-off on 
offense along with its inability to handle 
Northwood’s press after intermission 
paved the way for the Lady Chargers’ 
triumph.

“They picked up their defense in the 
second half  and forced us into mak-
ing bad passes, while we just couldn’t 
convert on offense,” Sarratt said. “Re-
bounding was a big key that kept us in 
the game the first half, but Northwood 
did a much better job on the boards 
after the break and didn’t give us many 
second-chance opportunities.”

After Jacobson’s turnaround bucket 
in the paint gave Southern Alamance its 
only lead at 4-2 with 5:28 left in the ini-
tial stanza, Bland’s jumper in the lane 

followed by Rae McClarty’s midcourt 
steal and layup a minute later put the 
Lady Chargers ahead to stay.

Behind a pair of  Bell three-pointers 
from the right wing, Northwood surged 
to a 16-7 advantage with 1:29 remaining 
in the opening frame prior to a Jacob-
son charity toss and Brianna Galla-
gher’s jumper from the right side that 
drew the Lady Patriots within six at the 
end of  the period.

Following Jacobson’s trey from the 
right wing that pulled the visitors 
from Mt. Hermon within 21-20 with 
3:39 to go in the first half, the Lady 
Chargers countered a Lacy Mills foul 
shot with baskets by Bell and Jillian 
McNaught to forge a 25-21 lead at 
intermission.

Gianna McManaman’s three-pointer 
from the left wing to begin the third 
quarter sparked a 7-2 Northwood run 
that boosted the winner’s advantage to 
32-23 midway through the stanza, and 
after Caity Russell’s layup trimmed 
Southern Alamance’s deficit to 36-28 
with 1:20 left in the period, Hannah 
Kanapkey’s trey from the left corner 
with 25.7 seconds on the clock sent the 
Lady Chargers into the final quarter 
with a 39-28 lead.

Northwood then never let its advan-
tage dip below double digits the rest of  
the night while fashioning its largest 
lead at 48-30 on a Chandler Adams layup 
with 3:55 remaining to play.
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Record-breaking season comes to a close for 
Chatham Charter girls down in Edenton

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

EDENTON — A 
record-breaking sea-
son for the Chatham 
Charter girls basketball 
team came to an end on 
Saturday night down in 
eastern North Carolina 
as Edenton Holmes used  
runs in the second and 
fourth quarters to pull 
away from the Knights 
for a 63-41 victory in third 
round action of  the 1A 
NCHSAA state playoffs.

Chatham Charter coach 
Jennifer Dameron saw 
her club close at 27-4. 
Dameron, a shoe-in as 

the Coach of  the Year in 
the 1A Central Tar Heel 
Conference, witnessed 
her team shatter the win 
record with the 27 victo-
ries in the sixth year of  
the program. The previ-
ous high had been just 12 
in 2015-2016 season

On Saturday in Eden-
ton, Chatham Charter 
battled fiercely but 
Holmes won every quar-
ter including 16-13 in the 
first, 17-9 in the second, 
11-9 in the third, and 19-10 
in the fourth.

Morgan Lineberry led 
the Knights with 16 points 
while Rebecca McGaugh-
nea chipped in 12, Tamaya 

Walden six, and Lillian 
Jones five.

McGaughnea also add-
ed 11 boards, one assist 
and four steals in the loss 
while Lineberry chipped 
in eight rebounds, Walden 
four rebounds, three 
assists and four steals, 
and Olivia Cheek four 
rebounds and four assists.

The Aces improved 
to 23-6 with the win and 
move to battle Bishop 
McGuinness.

On Thursday night in 
Siler City in second round 
action it was Chatham 
Charter pounding Tar-
boro 62-46.

The Lady Knights pulled 

out to an 11-5 lead after one 
period before taking a 25-18 
lead at the half.

Entering the fourth 
quarter with a 43-34 ad-
vantage, Chatham Char-
ter outscored Holmes 
19-12 in the closing stanza 
to pull away for the easy 
win.

Lineberry had 24 
points, 12 rebounds and 
three steals to pace the 
Knights while Walden 
chipped in 14 points, 
five boards, six assists 
and seven steals. Also, 
McGaughnea added 10 
points, 11 rebounds, an 
assists and two steals for 
the locals while Jones 

chipped in eight points, 
eight boards, an assist 
and one steal, and Cheek 
four points, three re-
bounds and two assists.

Tarboro closed the sea-
son at 15-13 overall.

Chatham Charter 
opened the state playoffs 
on Tuesday in Siler City 
and trounced the Gates 
County Red Barons 66-47.

The locals used a 25-6 
spurt in the first quarter 
to take control from the 
outset and then outscored 
the visitors 19-10 in the 
second to go up 44-16 at 
the intermission.

From there the Knights 
cruised in taking the easy 

triumph.
McGaughnea had 19 

points, 11 boards and an 
assist in the win while 
Lineberry chipped in 18 
points, 14 rebounds, four 
assists and a steal to the 
Chatham Charter cause.

Walden also added 11 
points, 12 rebounds, eight 
assists and a steal in the 
win while Jones and Tay-
lor Brewer chipped in six 
points each with Brewer 
adding two boards, two as-
sists and three steals and 
Cheek two points, four 
rebounds and four assists.

Gates County, hailing 
from Gatesville, closed 
the season at 10-14.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Te’keyah Bland goes for 
a layup against Person High in their 
state playoff championship game 
Feb. 27 in Pittsboro.

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning

Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

SMSelectNature’s

1992Creat ing Heal thy Soi ls  S ince

Biological Lawn, Shrub and Tree Care
Fertilization & Weed Control    Shrub & Tree Care

Mosquito Control    Lawn Aeration & Seeding

(919) 240-4239   MySelectLawn.com

First application just $19.99*

*Offer good for lawns up to 10K sq ft. Larger pro-rated

Mention This Ad To Redeem

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232
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Pivotal fourth quarter run sends Northwood 
past East Chapel Hill in state playoff opener
BY DUCK DUCKSON

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — After East 
Chapel Hill narrowed a 14-point 
third-quarter deficit to two at 
the start of  the final period, 
Northwood reeled off nine 
unanswered points to regain 
control and held the Wildcats 
in check the rest of  the way to 
collect a 63-57 triumph in open-
ing-round play of  the NCHSAA 
2020 Men’s 3A East basketball 
state playoffs last Tuesday in 
Lewis Norwood Gymnasium.

Defeating their Big Eight 3A 
Conference rivals for the third 
time this season, the third-seed 
Chargers extended their cur-
rent win streak to seven games 
and climbed to 24-2 overall while 
preparing to host 19th-seed 
Terry Sanford (18-6) Thursday 
night in a second-round clash, 
whereas 30th-seed East Chapel 
Hill concluded the year with a 
record of  11-15.

Jalen McAfee-Marion led 
four Northwood starters in 
double figures with 17 points, 
Alex Snively contributed 15, 
including a trio of  treys, Aaron 
Ross notched 13 and Deuce 
Powell added 12 as the Char-
gers shot 40 percent (21-of-52) 
from the field while turning the 
ball over 11 times.

Will Tyndall registered 20 

points and Miles Merriweath-
er added 11 for the Wildcats, 
who connected on 48 percent 
(24-of-50) of  their attempts from 
the floor and held a slight 28-27 
margin in rebounds while com-
mitting 15 turnovers.

“East Chapel Hill played us 
tough in both our earlier games 
with them so our plan tonight 
was to pressure them early and 
get stops while creating turn-
overs,” said Northwood coach 
Matt Brown. “I thought Jalen 
had an outstanding game scor-
ing, rebounding at both ends of  
the court and defending, while 
he and Aaron hit some key free 
throws late, combining to go 
11-of-12 at the line down the 
stretch.”

Wildcats’ coach Ray Harts-
field said he was proud of  how 
his squad competed in the 
second half  after finding itself  
trailing by 11 at intermission.

“After Northwood had a 
few runs in the first half  we 
found some energy in the third 
quarter to speed things up 
while taking good shots and 
getting stops on defense to cut 
the difference to two and give 
ourselves a chance to pull out a 
victory,” Hartsfield said. “But 
then we didn’t get the stops we 
needed in the fourth quarter, 
while Northwood did a good job 
knocking down free throws to 

extend its lead far enough out 
that we couldn’t catch up.”

Following the first five 
minutes of  play the teams were 
deadlocked at 7-all before the 
Chargers seized the advantage 
for good on a Ross trey from the 
left corner with 2:20 to go in the 
initial period.

After a Merriweather foul 
shot cut the lead to two with 
1:56 left in the quarter,  McA-
fee-Marion’s midcourt steal and 
windmill dunk gave Northwood 
a 12-8 advantage at the end of  
the opening stanza.

Back-to-back Snively 
three-pointers two minutes into 
the second period spearheaded 
a 13-5 Chargers’ run to boost 
their lead to 25-13 with 3:54 
remaining in the first half  prior 
to East Chapel Hill closing the 
gap to 28-21 on Charles Stan-
ley’s layup with 1:32 left until 
intermission.

But Northwood then an-
swered with a 6-2 quarter-end-
ing spurt, climaxed by Jack 
Thompson’s jumper from the 
right wing at the horn, to forge 
a 34-23 advantage at the break.

After McAfee-Marion’s put-
back in the lane increased the 
Chargers’ lead to 41-27 with 
5:23 to go in the third frame, the 
Wildcats narrowed the differ-
ence to 44-39 on James Riley’s 
conventional three-point play 

with exactly two minutes 
remaining in the period before 
Justin Brower’s drive off the 
left baseline at the horn sent 
Northwood into the final eight 
minutes up by seven.

Following Tyndall’s 
three-pointer from the left wing 
and Merriweather’s layup to 
start the fourth stanza drew 
East Chapel Hill within 46-44 
with 5:50 to go in the contest, 
Ross and Powell combined 
for seven consecutive points 
during the Chargers’ 9-0 burst 
as the winners’ advantage grew 
to 55-44 with 2:08 remaining.

“After opening up a dou-
ble-digit lead at halftime we 
didn’t finish plays in the third 
quarter, didn’t take good shots 
and gave East Chapel Hill too 
many second-chance oppor-
tunities that aided in their 
comeback,” Brown said, “but 
this senior-heavy group knows 
what it take to win and didn’t 
panic when the score got close 
in the fourth period.”

After a pair of  McAfee-Mar-
ion charity tosses stretched 
Northwood’s lead to 63-51 with 
37.2 seconds left, Tyndall tallied 
all of  the Wildcats’ points 
during a 6-0 game-ending run 
on two free throws, a put-back 
in the paint and one off the 
right baseline to account for the 
final spread.

Chatham Charter’s 64-44 win 
leaves Highland Tech feeling low

BY DON BEANE
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Connor 
Murphy pumped in 15 
points and Jordan Hamil-
ton added 14 as Chatham 
Charter dominated High-
land Tech early and often 
enroute to a convincing 
64-44 triumph in opening 
round action of the 1A 
NCHSAA state playoffs.

The West Bracket win 
raised the Knights record 
to 29-1 on the season while 
the visiting Rams from 
Gaston County close at 
7-18.

“We started very fast 
and came into tonight 
with a lot of intensity and 
focus,” Chatham Charter 
coach said Jason Messier 
after the win. “Defensively 
we were aggressive, and 
that played into our offen-
sive game with some easy 
baskets early.”

The result was a com-
manding 23-6 lead after 
one period of play before 
the locals used a 16-9 spurt 
in the second to take a 
commanding 39-15 advan-
tage into the intermission.

Chatham Charter out-
scored Highland Tech 13-10 

in the third to pull in front 
52-25 before settling for the 
20-point win.

Also reaching dou-
ble-figure scoring for the 
Knights was Trevor Gold-
en with 11 points while 
Ryan White chipped in 10 
while Cole Milholen added 
five and Clay Griffin four. 
White sank a pair of treys 
for the locals while Golden 
added another.

Hamilton closed out an 
all around great game with 
14 boards, eight assists and 
two steals while Murphy 
added six rebounds, an 
assist and two steals.

Bear Creek’s Fuquay, CCCC 
golf preparing for spring season

CN+R STAFF 
REPORT

SANFORD — Central 
Carolina Community 
College golf  coach Jona-
than Hockaday is looking 
forward to the spring 
season.

“This group has a 
chance to win some tour-
naments if  we play well,” 
said Hockaday.

Members of  the 

CCCC golf  team are Lee 
Bass of  Dunn (Triton 
High School), Carter 
Fuquay of  Bear Creek 
(Chatham Central High 
School), Justin Jarrett 
of  Mocksville (South-
western Randolph High 
School), and Robert 
Langley of  Sanford 
(Southern Lee High 
School).

2020 spring schedule: 
March 1-2 — at Sandhills 

CC Tournament (Long-
leaf  Golf  Club, Southern 
Pines); March 21-22 — at 
Johnston CC Tourna-
ment (Pine Hollow Golf  
Club, Clayton); March 
29-30 – CCCC Cougar 
Classic (Quail Ridge Golf  
Club, Sanford); April 
17-18 — at Regionals 
(Quail Ridge Golf  Club 
and Whispering Pines 
Country Club, Whisper-
ing Pines).

Staff photo by David Bradley

Northwood’s Jalen McAfee-
Marion rises for a layup Feb. 
27 past the defensive efforts 
of Terry Sanford High.

Photo courtesy of Central Carolina Community College

Members of the Central Carolina Community College golf team are 
pictured, left to right: Carter Fuquay, Lee Bass, Robert Langley and Justin 
Jarrett.

State playoffs swing 
through Chatham

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Charter co-captain Connor Murphy lets 
one fly over the heads of the Highland School of 
Technology’s defensive line in their Feb. 25 game 
in Siler City.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Charter’s 
Taylor Brewer (5) 
comes in for a layup 
in the fourth quarter 
Feb. 25 in Siler City 
past Gates County 
defenders.

Chatham 
Central’s 
Nik Wilson 
(32) tries to 
make space 
against 
Northwest 
Halifax 
defenders 
late in the 
teams’ 
state 
playoff 
game in 
Bear Creek 
Feb. 25. 

Staff photo by 
David Bradley
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Northwood’s Chandler Adams (23) 
shoots over the heads of the defense of 
Person High in the squads’ Feb. 27 game 
in Pittsboro.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Chatham Charter’s Jordan 
Hamilton (42) snags a rebound 
from a Highland School of 
Technology defender Feb. 25. 

.  Chatham Chamber of Commerce 
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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 Governors Club, 11000 Governors Drive, Chapel Hill 
 

 Check-in:  8:30a      Shotgun Start:  9:30a 
 
 For more information… 
  info@ccucc.net  -  919.742.3333 

 
 Register through the QR code or the link.  
 

  https://www.ccucc.net/sites/default/files/PlayerRegistrationFormGolf2020.pdf 

 



Won’t somebody think of the puppies?
I think everybody can 

agree that dogs are too 
good 
for us 
broken, 
dam-
aged hu-
mans. 
We’re 
just 
lucky 
they 
take 
pity on 
us, and 
share 
their 

lives with us.
I mentioned in my very 

first column for you, 
Gentle Reader, that I love 
dogs.

Yeah, I didn’t want to 
scare you, but I really, re-
ally love dogs. Most of  the 
time I like them way more 
than humans. War, natu-
ral disaster, and famine is 
tragic, but a puppy with 
a limp? I dissolve into a 
puddle of  my own tears.

Petey and I are on the 
same page when it comes 
to our canine friends 
(although his love is a 
little more stoic, like 
a rigid New England 
farmer: “Aye pup, you’re 
a good boy”). Our entire 
marriage we’ve either 
had a dog, or been in that 
heart-breaking, hopeful 
intervals when you’ve lost 

one pooch and slowly be-
come ready for a new pup.

Growing up was the 
same way. We almost al-
ways had dogs, which for 
a nomadic Coast Guard 
family is quite a bit more 
complicated.

Harry was our first dog 
as a married couple. We 
saw him in a pet store 
in a mall in Virginia. 
He’d been there at least a 
month and had outgrown 
the largest cage. He spent 
his days crouched in a too 

small crate and tortured 
by children visiting the 
mall.

We knew, even back in 
the 80s that the dogs sold 
in pet store very often 
came from puppy mills. 
So we’d never get a puppy 
from a mall pet store.

Except.
Except this dog was in 

an intolerable situation, 
and his future looked 
bleaker every day. Petey 
and I agreed, we couldn’t 
sleep at night if  left 

this puppy in these dire 
circumstances and went 
home. 

He rode home on my 
lap.

For the first three 
weeks, when not eating or 
outside, he hid under our 
bed. We’d go in every once 
in a while and gently talk 
to him, hopefully letting 
him know he was safe and 
home.

He was sweet, gentle, 
and affectionate with us. 
We adored him. 

But he was a ghost. He 
was petrified of  almost 
everything and every-
body everywhere else. I 
had two photos of  Harry. 
They’re both of  his ca-
boose — as he ran away. 

But most of  all, he was 
afraid of  people. The most 
our friends saw our van-
ishing Chow Chow was 
his south end, as he was 

fleeing north.
They took to calling 

him, “Scary Harry.”
My recipe this week is 

the favorite of  hundreds 
of  dogs. I came up with 
the recipe for our dogs. 
Our vet now gives it to 
dog owners looking to 
make their own dog food.

So, to all the dogs I’ve 
loved before, I give you:
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Hiring people, Fortnite slips and the coronavirus
Two weeks ago, I made 

a reference to the U.S. 
version 
of  “The 
Office,” 
which is 
far and 
away 
my 
favor-
ite TV 
show 
ever. I 
hope to 
make 
more 

references in the future. 
Truthfully, “The Office” 
taught me a few things 
about businesses and 
how they work prior to 
ever really learning about 
business. Among them:

• The importance of  
customer service for local 
businesses, especially 
when you can’t compete 
price-wise with big box/
chain stores

• The meaning of  the 
terms “downsizing” and 
“human resources”

• And what to do when 

your boss writes a movie 
screenplay and you find it 
while he’s out on a sales 
call with his boss

That last one is a very 
specific situation, but 
it’s important to learn 
that. Here are this week’s 
items...

How companies are 
hiring

Something I’ve noticed 
perusing business news-
letters and news in recent 
weeks is how companies 
are hiring workers and 
how that’s changed.

The Body Shop, a 
UK-based cosmetics and 
skin care company, will 
begin utilizing an “open 
hiring” policy beginning 
this summer, according to 
a report in The Morning 
Brew e-newsletter. By this 
summer, the report says, 
“potential employees at 
all of  The Body Shop’s re-
tail stores will only need 
to meet three criteria: 
1) authorized to work in 

the U.S. 2) can lift over 50 
pounds and 3) can stand 
for eight hours. Drug tests 
and background checks 
will be removed from 
the application process; 
jobs will be doled out on 
a first-come, first-serve 
basis.”

The Body Shop’s distri-
bution center first tried 
out the policy last year, 
and employee turnover 
dropped from 43 percent 
in December 2018 to 16 
percent in December 2019. 
The company also said 
productivity improved.

The News & Observer 
reported late last month 
that a large portion of  
companies in the Re-
search Triangle Park 
area are becoming more 
willing to train their 
own tech workers. There 
were more than 28,000 job 
postings in the IT field in 
December, a 10.8 percent 
jump from last year ac-
cording to the N.C. Tech 
Association.

In 2017, IBM’s RTP 

location began a 12-month 
apprenticeship program 
that, according to the story, 
has provided coding and 
cybersecurity instruction 
to more than 200 employ-
ees without advanced 
degrees and has hired 
around 90 percent of them. 
Additionally, one survey 
found 46 percent of Ra-
leigh-area chief informa-
tion officers were “willing 
to be more flexible on skill 
requirements and provide 
training to new hires.”

Fortnite bringing in 
less revenue

I’ve written about Cary-
based Epic Games and its 
flagship offering Fortnite 
in this column many 
times. It’s my attempt to 
keep up with what the 
kids are doing these days.

And what are they 
doing? Well, it seems like 
they might be playing 
a little less Fortnite. 
January revenue from the 
game hit its lowest level 

since November 2017, 
according to a report last 
week. The popular shoot-
er game, launched in 2017, 
has seen monthly revenue 
drop below $100 million 
since last September, 
but is still the reigning 
top-grossing online video 
game of  the year. 

Business tips re: 
coronavirus

It seems that every-
where you turn, there’s 
news about coronavirus, 
or COVID-19, officially. 
In response, a task force 
was created within North 
Carolina’s state govern-
ment. Last week, that task 
force released some tips 
for businesses to help deal 
with potential spread:

• Practice good hand hy-
giene and encourage your 
employees and patrons to 
take common-sense pre-
cautions to protect them-
selves from the spread of  
respiratory illnesses

• Review your poli-

cies and procedures for 
remote or teleworking 
where possible

• Cross-train employ-
ees for key functions so 
that daily schedules can 
continue relatively un-
interrupted by potential 
employee absences

• Review absenteeism 
policies to make sure 
employees are not being 
encouraged to come to 
work if  they are sick

• If  you have not al-
ready, establish a rela-
tionship with your local 
health department and 
communicate with them 
if  you have any ques-
tions or concerns about 
COVID-19

In this week’s edition of  
the News + Record, I have 
a story on the virus and 
how Chatham County is 
responding.

Reporter Zachary Horner 
can be reached at zhorn-
er@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @ZachHorn-
erCNR.
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ZACHARY 
HORNER
Corner Store

Pumpkin Peanut Butter Dog Treats
Dry ingredients:
2 1/2 cups flour
1 cup self-rising cornmeal
1 cup oats
Pinch of salt
Wet ingredients:
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup oil
2 eggs
1/3 cup peanut butter (approx)
1/3 cup canned pumpkin (approx)

Put dry ingredients into bowl of mixer. Add 
wet on top. Mix until it forms dough ball and 
comes away from the sides of the bowl.

Knead on kitchen counter a few times until it 
is a nice neat ball. Cut in half.

Roll out first, lay on parchment lined cook-
ie sheet and score into 1 inch squares (I use a 
pizza wheel). Repeat with other half on second 
cookie sheet.

Cook 10 minutes at 400 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Spin pans 180 degrees and switch racks. Bake 
10 more minutes. Turn off oven and allow the 
biscuits to cool in oven until crisp and hard. 
Store in airtight container.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

A big batch of dog treats.
Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Crowley’s cookies.

Local Girl Scout earns Gold Award for creating education program
CN+R STAFF REPORT

APEX — Erica Hollis, a 
Northwood High School 
senior, has earned the 
Girl Scouts’ Gold Award 
for her work to create 
an interactive special 
education program to 
teach seniors a variety 
of  basic technological 
skills to ensure they can 
stay connected in today’s 
modern world.

Hollis earned the 
Scouting honor by 
creating the Youth 

Engaging with Seniors 
Technology Workshops, 
which were conducted 
at North East Baptist 
Church and Pruitt 
Health – Carolina Point 
Rehabilitation center, 
both in Durham.

During the workshop, 
Hollis taught the partici-
pating senior citizens var-
ious skills, such as how to 
create an email account, 
how to send group texts, 
and more. 

Hollis said she hopes 
her workshop has 

helped seniors learn 
the skills needed to stay 
connected in today’s 
world and is excited 
that the Youth Ministry 
at North East Baptist 
Church will be continu-
ing the workshops in the 
future.

The Gold Award is 
“the mark of  the truly 
remarkable,” according 
to a spokesperson for Girl 
Scouts - North Carolina 
Coastal Pines. 

The award is “earned 
by a high school Girl 

Scout who works to 
address an issue she’s 
passionate about in 
a way that produces 
meaningful and lasting 
change,” a press release 
from the regional Girl 
Scout organization said. 
“Whether it’s on a local, 
national, or global level, 
Gold Award Girl Scouts 
provide innovative 
solutions to significant 
challenges.”

Lisa Jones, chief  
executive officer, Girl 
Scouts – North Carolina 

Coastal Pines, said Hollis 
addressed an important 
issue through her recent 
work.

“Gold Award Girl 
Scouts don’t just change 
the world for the better, 
they change it for good 
— and Erica embodies 
everything this achieve-
ment stands for,” said 
Jones. “Erica addressed 
an issue that’s import-
ant to her—technolog-
ical literacy—for her 
Gold Award, and we 
congratulate her on this 
momentous accomplish-
ment.”

Hollis is the daughter 
of  Alan and Shellarnetta 
Hollis and she is a senior 
at Northwood High 
School in Pittsboro.

Currently in Girl Scout 
Troop #1581, led by Kris 
Mayfield, Hollis has been 
involved since 2006.

In addition to Girl 
Scouting, Hollis volun-
teers at the Ronald Mc-
Donald House, the N.C. 
Food Bank, and Urban 
Ministries. She is also an 
active member of  North 
East Baptist Church, 
where she participates in 
the youth ministry, youth 
choir, youth praise team, 
and serves as a youth 
usher. 

By earning the 
award, Hollis has 
“become a community 
leader,” according to 
the Scouting organi-
zation. “Her accom-
plishments reflect 
leadership and citizen-
ship skills that set her 
apart.” A challenging 
feat, earning the Girl 
Scout Gold Award 
requires the Scout to 
demonstrate significant 
leadership, planning, 
networking and organi-
zational skills, as girls 

spend, on average, one 
to two years working to 
complete their projects.

Girls must follow the 
steps of  identifying an 
issue, investigating it 
thoroughly, getting help 
and building a team, 
creating a plan, present-
ing your plan, gathering 
feedback, taking action, 
and educating and inspir-
ing others.

Since the council 
unification in 2007 
through 2018, 698 Girl 
Scouts have earned 
Gold Awards as a re-
sult of  their efforts to 
transform an idea and 
vision for change into 
an actionable plan with 
measurable, sustain-
able, and far-reaching 
impact. 

Girls and families 
interested in learning 
more about the Girl 
Scout Gold Award may 
visit www.nccoastalp-
ines.org.

Submitted photo

Erica Hollis, a 
Northwood High School 
senior, recently earned 
the Girl Scouts’ Gold 
Award for her work to 
create an interactive 
special education 
program for seniors.
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Chatham couple charged with hosting 
cockfighting exhibition at New Hill residence

CN+R STAFF REPORT

NEW HILL — The Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested a New Hill 
couple on February 23 regarding allega-
tions of  a cockfighting operation.

Margarita Juarez, 33, and Jesus Ibarra, 
32, both of New Hill, were charged with 
felony cockfighting and misdemeanor 
cruelty to animals in connection to a bust 
at the pair’s Old U.S. Highway 1 residence.

Deputies responded to allegations at 
the site and, on arrival, encountered 
a cockfighting exhibition in progress 
and multiple individuals fled the scene. 
Additional staff members were request-
ed to assist with processing the scene, 
including securing animals and towing 
more than a dozen vehicles as evidence 
for further investigation.

After obtaining a search warrant, 
deputies confiscated dozens of  animals, 
“many of  which were sick or injured,” 

according to a sheriff’s office press 
release. The agency also said it worked 
with members of  Guilford County 
Animal Control, the North Carolina De-
partment of  Agriculture, the American 
Society for the Prevention of  Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA), Humane Society of  
the United States (HSUS), and several 
veterinarians from NC State College 
of  Veterinary Medicine to evaluate the 
medical condition and specific needs of  
the animals seized from the property. 

“Our staff appreciates the hard work 
and partnership of these organizations 
as we examine this case,” said Chatham 
County Sheriff Mike Roberson. “All 
animals connected to the investigation are 
considered living items of evidence and 
are not available for adoption at this time.”

Juarez was released on a written 
promise to appear March 30 in Chatham 
County District Court in Pittsboro. Ibar-
ra was assigned a $2,500 bond with the 

same court date. Both individuals are 
under orders not to possess or acquire 
any animal of  any kind as a result of  
the charges against them.

Any member of  the public with infor-
mation regarding the investigation is 
encouraged to call the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office non-emergency line at 
919-542-2911.

POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE

David Stellhorn, 49, of  Chapel Hill, was 
charged February 21 with resisting a 
public officer and driving while im-
paired. He was issued a written promise 
with a March 4 court date in Pittsboro.

Santaniqua Adams, 26, of Moncure, was 
charged February 23 with larceny by an 
employee. She was issued a written prom-
ise with a March 2 court date in Pittsboro.

Brittany Hoover, 34, of  Pittsboro, was 
charged February 23 with simple as-
sault and damage to personal property. 
She was issued a written promise with a 
March 4 court date in Pittsboro.

Cindy Lupek, 34, of  Pittsboro, was 
charged February 23 with simple as-
sault. She was issued a written promise 
with a March 4 court date in Pittsboro.

Ronald Perry, 23, was charged Feb-
ruary 24 with obtaining property by 
false pretense, identity theft, financial 
card fraud, larceny, possession of  
stolen goods/property, possession of  
a controlled substance on prison/jail 
premises, felony possession of  cocaine 
and possession of  drug paraphernalia. 
Perry was issued a written promise with 
a March 2 court date in Pittsboro.

Caitlin Bell, 22, of  Bahama, was charged 
February 24 with failure to appear. She 
was held under a $25,000 bond with a 
March 19 court date in Durham.

Ricky Greeson, 48, of  Siler City, was 
charged February 24 with failure to 
appear. He was held under a $1,500 bond 
with a March 30 court date in Asheboro.

Andrew Pease, 37, of  Pittsboro, was 

charged February 25 with obtaining 
property by false pretense. Pease was 
issued a written promise with a March 2 
court date in Pittsboro.

Justin Haith, 22, of  Bennett, was 
charged February 25 with possession 
with intent to sell and deliver marijua-
na, maintaining a vehicle/dwelling/
place for a controlled substance, felony 
possession of  marijuana and possession 
of  marijuana paraphernalia. He was 
held under a $10,000 bond with a March 
2 court date in Pittsboro.

Pamela Johnson, 51, of  Pittsboro, was 
charged February 25 with failure to ap-
pear. She was held under a $2,000 bond 
with a March 3 court date in Raleigh.

Mia Bolunger, 18, of  Bear Creek, was 
charged February 27 with failure to ap-
pear on charges of  disorderly conduct at 
a school and simple affray. She was held 
under a $200 bond with a March 10 court 
date in Siler City.

Cherice Underwood-Hazley, 38, of  
Greensboro, was charged February 
27 with failure to appear on charges 
of  having an expired registration 
card/tag and driving while license 
revoked. She was held under a $300 
bond with a March 11 court date in 
Pittsboro.

Robert Patterson, 53, of  Siler City, was 
charged February 27 with assault on 
a female. He was held under a 48-hour 
domestic violence hold with a March 24 
court date in Siler City.

Tiffany Murdock, 21, of  Siler City, 
was charged February 27 with simple 
assault. She was held under a 48-hour 
domestic violence hold with a March 24 
court date in Siler City.

Eduardo Vasquez, 21, of  Siler City, 
was charged February 27 with failure 
to appear on charges of  driving while 
impaired and driving while license re-
voked. He was held under a $1,000 bond 
with a March 12 court date in Asheboro 
and a March 31 court date in Siler City.

Mason Lupek, of  Pittsboro, was charged 
February 27 with obtaining property 
by false pretense. He was held under a 
$25,000 bond with a March 30 court date 
in Pittsboro.

SILER CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Stephanie Caviness, 37, of  Bennett, 
was taken into custody February 24 on 
a charge of  failure to appear in Mont-
gomery County. She was held under a 
$12,000 bond with a March 26 court date 
in Troy.

Michelle Powers of  Siler City was cited 
February 26 for a safe movement vio-
lation on East Cardinal Street in Siler 
City.

Cornelio Juarez of  Siler City was cited 
February 26 for no operator’s license on 
East Eleventh Street in Siler City.

Quintisha Scotton of  Siler City was 
cited February 26 for failure to yield 
right of  way in an intersection on East 
Eleventh Street in Siler City. 

Taylor Clark-Odee of  Siler City was cit-
ed February 27 for failure to yield right 
of  way in an intersection on East Third 
Street in Siler City.

Walter Watkins IV of Siler City was cited 
February 27 for failure to reduce speed 

on East Eleventh Street in Siler City.

Guadalupe Rodriguez-Miranda, 25, of  
Bear Creek, was charged February 27 
with simple assault. She was released 
on a written promise with a March 24 
court date in Siler City.

Robin Craven of  Siler City was cited 
February 28 for expired registration 
card/tag and expired inspection on East 
Eleventh Street in Siler City.

Ella Milliken of  Siler City was cited 
February 28 for failure to stop steady 
at a red light on East Eleventh Street in 
Siler City.

Santiago Paulino Jr., 19, of  Siler City, 
was taken into custody February 29 on 
an order for arrest from Orange County. 
He was held under a $300 bond with a 
March 9 court date in Hillsborough.

Randy Jones of  Las Vegas, Nevada, was 
cited February 29 for failure to reduce 
speed on East Eleventh Street in Siler 
City.

Nicholas Hollander, 26, of  Siler City, 
was taken into custody March 1 on 11 
orders for arrest from Chatham County. 
He was held under a $200,000 bond with 
a March 2 court date in Pittsboro.

Kevin Cifuentes of  Siler City was cited 
March 1 for driving while impaired-al-
cohol/drugs, driving while license 
revoked, hit and run and leaving the 
scene of  property damage and failure to 
stop at a duly erected stop sign on East 
Raleigh Street.

Timothy Person, 40, of  Siler City, was 
cited March 2 with resisting a public 
officer. He was given a March 30 court 
date in Pittsboro.
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Jesus Ibarra and Margarita Juarez

Siler City seeks outside help 
for Third Avenue closure

Town seeking engineer to assess 
Mountaire request

BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The 
Siler City Board of  Com-
missioners decided on 
Monday night to seek out 
the assistance of  a engi-
neer who specializes in 
traffic flow and design to 
assist in assessing Moun-
taire Farms request to 
permanently close a por-
tion of  East Third Street 
in front of  its facility.

In October 2018, 
Mountaire Farms — the 
Delaware-based poultry 
processing company 
which built and operates 
a plant on East Third — 
requested the town con-
sider closing the road to 
“increase safety” around 
the property, according to 
a letter sent to the town 
by Rose Law Firm, which 
represents Mountaire 
in the matter. Since that 
time, town staff has been 
working with Mountaire 
and the N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation to address 
concerns in the proposal 
before the board consid-
ers whether to issue a 
resolution declaring the 
town’s intent to close the 
road.

Mountaire is propos-
ing to close the road and 
redirect traffic to North 
Avenue to Eleventh 
Avenue through a new 
access it would construct. 
Mountaire noted previ-
ously that 50 percent of  
its truck traffic would also 
be using North Avenue.

Most recent comments 
from board members 

involved the closures im-
pact on area businesses, 
the N.C. Dept. of  Trans-
portation’s intention to 
create a “super street” 
on Eleventh Street and 
the impact on North 
Avenue.

After a presentation to 
the board by Siler City 
Planning Director Jack 
Meadows, the board was 
still apprehensive about 
the proposal. Responding 
to a question from Mayor 
Pro-Tem Larry Cheek, 
Meadows noted that he 
had been approached 

by several “transpor-
tation” firms willing to 
review the plans on the 
town’s behalf  at a cost of  
between $2,900 and $3,500. 
Commissioner Bill Haiges 
said that the road closure 
would be “such a huge 
change” for the town and 
felt that hiring an out-
side firm was “probably 
prudent.”

“I’m not a traffic engi-
neer,” he said.

The board directed 
Meadows to seek out 
more information from 
the firms to consider who 
to engage in the process.

Reporter Casey Mann 
can be reached at Casey-
Mann@Chathamnr.com.
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County mulch sales 
begin this weekend

Mulch sales will begin March 7. 
Mulch sales take place Saturdays 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon at 28 County 
Services Road Pittsboro. (No sales 
April 11 because to Easter.)

Sales will continue each Saturday 
through May 16 or while supplies last. 

We load, you haul. Mulch is $5 
per scoop; each scoop is about 
one cubic yard. We will load large 
trailers and dump trucks only with 
a large scoop for $10 per scoop. All 
loads of  mulch MUST be secured. 

If  there is mulch available, we 
plan to have sales on Wednesdays in 
the summer. Check chathamnc.org/
recycle for more details in May. 

ATTENTION: Chatham Coun-
ty is not responsible for damage 
caused by the mulch or for any 
damage that you or your property 
may suffer from loading of  mulch.

Contact the office with any 
questions: 919-542-5516 or recycle@
chathamnc.org. 

N.C. NAACP calls for 
‘emergency action’ 

related to alleged voter 
intimidation in Pittsboro

The North Carolina branch of  
the NAACP announced Feb. 24 that 
it would be calling for “emergency 
action” in relation to alleged voter 
intimidation at the Chatham Coun-
ty Agriculture & Conference Center 
on Feb. 15.

In a letter sent to the N.C. State 

Board of Elections, the group argued 
that individuals waving Confederate 
flags and “reportedly yell(ing) slurs 
and chant(ing) ‘Trump 2020’” caused 
witnesses to report “feeling intimi-
dated and harassed” when attempt-
ing to use the Ag Center’s early 
voting site. The individuals were 
protesting an event on Confederate 
history occurring at the Ag Center 
at the same time as the early voting.

“Due to the single-road entrance 
to the complex, it was impossible for 
potential voters to avoid seeing these 
racially intimidating symbols as they 
entered the early voting complex and 
polling location,” the letter stated. 
“Witnesses reported feeling intimi-
dated and harassed. Some potential 
voters apparently left the area rather 
than park their cars, which would 
require them to enter the demonstra-
tion area.”

As a result, the NAACP wants 
the SBE to investigate the incidents 
on Feb. 15 and create an advisory 
group to combat voter intimidation 
this year.

Early non-Chatham media 
reports of  the incident described 
the protests as a possible instance 
of  voter intimidation, but county 
officials said they believed the 
flag-waving and chanting was 
“specific to the event.”

“We did not have any type of  
response at any of  our other early 
voting sites,” Carolyn Miller, the 
director of  Ag Center, said at a Feb. 
17 Chatham County Board of  Com-
missioners meeting. “We do believe 
this was a response specifically to 
that event, and it was an expected 
response to that event.”

— Zachary Horner, CN+R Staff

Community 
engagement series on 
waste, recycling set for 

March
Do you ever wonder what hap-

pens to garbage once it’s thrown 
out? Are you interested in learning 
how to reduce the amount of  waste 
that goes into landfills?

Join us at the Chatham Com-
munity Library for a four-part 
lecture series presented by Shannon 
Culpepper, Recycling and Education 
Specialist of Chatham County Solid 
Waste and Recycling, on Thursday 
evenings in March to learn about the 
waste process from beginning to end.

Where Does your Garbage 
Go?

Thursday, March 5, 6-7 p.m.
You place your trash in the bin 

and someone takes it away. Then 
what? Join Chatham County Solid 
Waste & Recycling to discover how 
trash is managed in the county. 
What is going in the trash? How is 
it hauled? Where does it ultimately 
get disposed? We will also discuss 
how the US in general manages 
waste and how global waste man-
agement effects your trash.

Why is Recycling so Confusing?

Thursday, March 12, 6-7 p.m.
Have you found yourself  asking, 

“Why can’t I recycle this item that 
looks a lot like the others?” or 

“Why does it feel like the recycling 
rules change?” Join Chatham 
County Solid Waste & Recycling to 
learn about how recycling markets 
work, what happens after recycla-
bles go in the bin, what can and 
cannot be recycled, and why.

Composting: Turning Trash 
into Treasure

Thursday, March 19, 6-7 p.m.
About 25 percent of what we put in 

landfill’s each year can be composted. 
Join Chatham County Solid Waste 
& Recycling to learn how easy it is to 
do at-home composting. Backyard 
composting options, tips to make 
the best compost, and the benefits of  
vermi-composting (composting with 
worms) will all be discussed.

Reducing your Waste: 
Waste Not, Want Not

Thursday, March 26, 6-7 p.m.
Looking for ways to reduce the 

amount of waste you create? Recy-
cling and composting are wonderful 
disposal options, but there are ways 
to reduce the amount of waste 
before it is created. Join Chatham 
County Solid Waste & Recycling to 
learn about some easy/creative steps 
you can take to reduce your waste.

Chatham Community Library is 
located at 197 NC Hwy 87 N, Pitts-
boro, NC. This series of  programs 
is free and open to the public. For 
information, contact Katy Hen-
derson at (919) 545-8085 or katy.
henderson@chathamlibraries.org.

— CN +R staff reports
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VOGT RECEIVES CPA LICENSE

LYSTRA BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Take and Wear Clothes Clos-
et, Lystra Church will be open from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 14. 
Anyone needing clothes is welcome 
to come and shop. Everything is free! 
There is no advantage in arriving 
prior to 8:45. 

The Church is located at 686 Lystra 
Rd., off 15-501, past Chatham Downs. If  
more information is needed, call 919-933-

6812.

HOLLAND CHAPEL CHURCH

The annual March Madness Schol-
arship Fundraiser will be held Sunday, 
March 8. Everyone can dress down in 
their favorite College/University attire. 
Please help support our youth and the 
scholarship committee in this fundraiser.

The church is located at 360 Burgess 
Rd., Apex.  All will be welcome. 

CCCC PRESIDENT’S 
LIST

The following Chatham 
County students have 
been named to the Cen-
tral Carolina Community 
College President’s List 
for the Fall 2019 semester. 
These students earned A’s 
in all classes, completed 
at least 12 semester hours, 
and received no incom-
plete grades.

Mary Elizabeth 
Adams, Kennedy Dea-
ton Andrews, Marcus 
Ji Zong Apodaca, 
Marquasa Rodericka 
Blakney, Benjamin 
Garrett Choate, Janice 
Marie Chriscoe, German 
Eduardo Diaz-Garcia, 
Zoe Edwards, Lydia Joy 
Eskelund, Ruben Alejan-
dro Esquivel, Kimberlin 
Frazier, Roman Martin 
Furze, Benjamin Hatch-
er Goodwin, Catherine 
Marie Griffith, Stephanie 
Wrenn Hackney, Philip 
Steven Hanson, Heather 
Lorraine Harms, Rosa 
Isela Hernandez-Gomez, 
Rebecca Faith Jordan, 
Sharon Renee Martin, 
Hayley Elizabeth Mash-
burn, Lindy Ann Mc-
Donnell, Selena Borrayo 
Nascimento, Kristin Mi-

chelle Paul, Pooja Paayal 
Prasad, Krista Jo Ritter, 
Megan Elliott Rush, 
Morgan Elliott Rush, 
Heidi Cathleen Schouten, 
Johnathan Tripp Tucker, 
Sarah Katherine Walters, 
April Leah Watts, Saman-
tha Brooke White.

CCCC DEAN’S LIST 

The following Chatham 
County students have 
been named to the Cen-
tral Carolina Community 
College Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2019 semester. These 
students earned a grade 
point average of  at least 
3.5 for the term, complet-
ed at least 12 semester 
hours, and received 
no grade lower than a 
C, with no incomplete 
grades.

Alejandra C Albarran, 
Michaela Albright, Fer-
nando Alvarado-Marin, 
Lutfiah Alwahishi, 
Lourdes Samantha 
Amezquita, Samantha J 
Bader, Jessica Rena Bell, 
Anthony Quentin Black-
welder, Jacob Thomas 
Brannon, Conner Eliz-
abeth Bussey, Miranda 
Paulette Butler, Aubrey 
Kaylen Caviness, Holly 

Elizabeth Coble, Dalton 
Tyler Crews, Trinity 
Maria-Min Dean, Kyle 
Andrew Dekaney, Jessica 
Noemi Diaz, Harrison 
Gunter Fogleman, Carter 
Tinsley Fuquay, Hannah 
Nicole Ginn, Catherine 
Hope Godley, Angel Lay-
dair Marja Green, Brit-
tany Catherine Grispino, 
Baron Eliot Hoffman, 
Sara Michelle Hudson, 
Beatrice Jaimes-Hernan-
dez, Kelsey MacKenzie 
Justice, Joshua William 
Kolb, Zolan Lee Krontz, 
Bjorn Theodore Lee, Ben-
jamin Shelton Lineberry, 
Elizabeth Grace Mastran-
gelo, Moses Matthews, 
Jefferson Cole Milholen, 
Connor Jackson Mur-
phy, Bella Pilar Ocampo, 
Conor Patrick Oleary, 
Gabriela Maria Ortiz 
Machuca, Ryan Donald 
Kneller Page, Anderson 
Grant Ray, Leslie Melissa 
Ruiz Santiago, Jayden 
Kelly Sansom, William 
Colledge Schouten, 
Andrew Tyler Sipe, Anna 
Marie Trotter, Amanda 
Tishana Louise Usary, 
Ana Daysi Vasquez, Tan-
ner Robert Whitt, Julia 
Wieland, and Cyndi M 
Zagada.

YORK 
GRADUATES
Dominique M. York 

of  Pittsboro, has been 
awarded a Bachelor 
of  Arts in Political 
Science from Kutztown 
University, located in 
Kutztown, PA. 

CHATHAM COUNTY ELEMENTARY AND K-8 
SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOL MENUS

Served at Elementary and K-8 Schools

**Middle and High School Menus

CHURCH NEWS

Monday, March 9
BREAKFAST: Cinni 
Minis, Fruit Cocktail 
(**Chicken Biscuit, Fresh 
Fruit)
LUNCH: Big Daddy’s 
Cheese Pizza, Barbecue 
Chicken w/Roll, PB&J 
w/Cheese Stick Combo, 
Seasoned Corn, Maple 
Roasted Sweet Potatoes, 
Chilled Applesauce (**Big 
Daddy’s Cheese Pizza, 
Barbecue Chicken w/Roll, 
PB&J w/Cheese Stick 
Combo, Seasoned Corn, 
Maple Roasted Sweet 
Potatoes, Chilled Apple-
sauce, Fresh Fruit)
Tuesday, March 10
BREAKFAST: Cheesy 
Scrambled Eggs w/Bacon 
and Croissant, Mandarin 
Oranges (**Breakfast 
Round, Fresh Fruit) 
LUNCH: Breakfast for 
Lunch: Sausage Biscuit, 
Pancakes w/Cheese Stick, 
Southwest Chicken Salad, 
Oven Baked Tater Tots, 
Sunbelievable 100% Juice 
Box, Chilled Peaches 

(**Sausage Biscuit, 
French Toast Sticks w/
Egg & Sausage, South-
west Chicken Salad, Oven 
Baked Tater Tots, Sunbe-
lievable 100% Juice Box, 
Chilled Peaches, Fresh 
Fruit)
Wednesday, March 11
BREAKFAST: Chicken 
Biscuit, Fresh Fruit 
(**Bacon Egg & Cheese 
Biscuit, Fresh Fruit)
LUNCH: Pasta w/Meat 
Sauce & Garlic Bread, 
Corn Dog Nuggets, Build 
a Pizza Combo, Seasoned 
Broccoli, Cucumber & To-
mato Salad, Fresh Fruit, 
Birthday Treat (**Pasta 
w/Meat Sauce & Garlic 
Bread, Corn Dog Nuggets, 
Chicken Wings w/Garlic 
Bread, Seasoned Broccoli, 
Cucumber & Tomato Sal-
ad, Chilled Pears, Fresh 
Fruit, Birthday Treat) 
Thursday, March 12
BREAKFAST: Pancake 
Wrapped Sausage Bites, 
Peaches (*Pancake Wrapped 
Sausage, Fresh Fruit)

LUNCH: Crispy Chicken 
Sandwich, BBQ Meatballs 
w/Corn Muffin, Deli Ham 
Chef Salad, Baby Carrots 
w/Dip, Seasoned Green 
Beans, Fruit Explosion, 
Lettuce & Tomato (** 
Crispy Chicken Sandwich, 
BBQ Meatballs w/Corn 
Muffin, Deli Ham Chef  
Salad, Baby Carrots w/Dip, 
Seasoned Green Beans, 
Fruit Explosion, Fresh 
Fruit, Lettuce & Tomato) 
Friday, March 13 
BREAKFAST: Sausage 
Biscuit, Fresh Fruit 
(**Same) 
LUNCH: Cheese Dippers 
w/Marinara, Orange 
Chicken w/Rice & Roll, 
PB&J w/Cheese Stick 
Combo, Seasoned Veg-
etable Blend, Ranchero 
Pinto Beans, Fruit Cup 
(**Cheese Dippers w/
Marinara, Orange 
Chicken w/Rice & Roll, 
Mozzarella Sticks Com-
bo, Seasoned Vegetable 
Blend, Ranchero Pinto 
Beans, Fruit Cup, Chilled 
Fruit Cocktail)

CENTRAL CAROLINA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES HONOR STUDENTS

NEWS BRIEFS

Announcement has 
been made by the N.C. 
Board of  CPA Exam-

iners that Erica Marie 
Vogt of  Pittsboro has 
been licensed, effective 

as of  Feb. 17, 2020 as a 
North Carolina certi-
fied public accountant.

call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50 outside 

county

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.



Steer: learning to 
write out loud

BY DAVID BRADLEY
News + Record Staff

“To thine own self  be 
true,” said Polonius in 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.”

Gaines Steer, a local 
member of  the National 
Association of  Personal 
Historians, and racon-
teur, would agree. But 
who are we?, he asks. 
What makes us who we 
are? Some would say that 
we are a collection of  
memories, that we look 
back into the past to real-
ly know who we are.

As for Steer, he uses his 
self-written memoir as a 
touchstone, a guide to his 
students in the process of  
finding themselves. His 
journey is documented in 
“A Story Worth Tellin,’” 
a work that shares the 
joys and sorrows of  his 
life in 100 chapters — two 
divorces, time in the 
National Guard, and his 
life growing up in Green-
wood, S.C., combine with 
joys on the farm, raising 
children, and his busi-
ness, “The Last Unicorn.”

Steer is a creative 
writing specialist who 
holds a master’s degree 
in community leadership, 
and he is offering a free 
seminar on the art of  
creative writing — and 
how to find your writer’s 
voice — at the Pittsboro 
Library at 2 p.m. on 
March 7. His program is 
an introduction to those 
that want to preserve a 
family’s memories and 
stories in a memoir. 

“Everyone’s life is 
interesting,” Steer says. 
“The legacy of  personal 
history is a most import-
ant gift to your family and 
to yourself.”

Steer says that many 
people start thinking 
about creating a memoir 
while in their 60s, and 
write in their 70s. You 
may wait too long, he 
said, because if  you wait 
until your 80s, these mem-
ories may be gone. 

Another problem is the 
answer to the question, 
“Who are you writing for?”

“People think that 
they are writing for their 
grandkids,” Steer said, 
“but I’m sorry, they’re 
not interested, they don’t 
have a strong enough 
motive. One of  the main 
points that I make to 
those with whom I work 
as a personal historian is 
the most frequent discov-
ery that that memoir ‘is 
written for you.’ You are 
the beneficiary, instead 
of  ‘the grandkids,’ as 
originally presumed in 
most cases. Memoir is 
potentially about discov-
ery. Memories, lost to the 
active recall, surface in 
a most interesting and 
intuitive ways. This may 
be especially true if  there 
is a ‘presence’ [a word-
smith] to aid in the telling 
and writing.”

These new writers 
discover that writing is an 
art form.

“When you discover the 
art form unique to you, 
it’s damn exciting,” Steer 
said.

The writing process for 
Steer involves remem-
bering the past through 
writing prompts. These 
are more than 50 mem-
ory ticklers that Steer 
employs, such as the pets 
that you had over the 
years, tough times or the 
music played in the home. 
All of  these can bring 
back associated memo-
ries.

One of  Steer’s clients 
involved in writing a 
memoir now, Carmen Ho-
gan, was using prompts 
and an outline when she 
began her work. She 
had stopped work on the 
project, but went back 
to work on her memoir 
with assistance from 
Steer. She’s been working 
with him now for several 
months. Hogan feels that 
Steer’s inspiration may 
do the trick, she said. She 
thought it would take 
about a year.

“Now I feel like I finally 
got some help to get it 
finished, or to the point 
where I am happy with 
it,” Hogan said. “People 
say they will write a book, 
but writing a book is a 
lot harder than people 
realize.”

Steer added, “It helps to 
have a wordsmith to get 

energy in writing, quotes, 
construction and energy.”

Hogan is using Steer’s 
guidance in writing her 
memoir. She decided to 
write one after a trau-
matic medical incident 
that changed her whole 
life. The incident created 
a dramatic short term 
memory loss. Her ther-
apist suggested that she 
write a memoir, starting 
with one paragraph a day.

“I started out and next 
thing I knew I had seven 
pages,” she said. “I’m 
more about words [now] 
than analysis. It’s been 
cathartic.”

Part of  Gaines’ seminar 
is to access the real “you,” 
whoever that may be, and 
to write in your authentic 
voice. It’s the discovery 
of  your voice that makes 
your memoir unique. 
Steer worked on his mem-
oir for about 10 years and 
published it in 2007. The 
voice came first.

“If  you want to try and 
publish before you find 
your writer voice, you’ll 
become a boring writer 
without that,” he said.

Hogan added, “There 
is a difference between 
telling a story and writing 
a story, and one thing I 
learned is anyone can 
tell a story, but writing 
a story is a completely 
different ballgame.”

Photographer David 
Bradley can be reached at 
david@chathamnr.com.
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Angie Brigham | Bennett School
CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS EDUCATOR OF THE WEEK

Grades/subjects you 
teach: Third grade

E-mail address: 
abrigham@chatham.k12.
nc.us

Date, place of birth: 
Sept. 8, Lexington

Education (high school & 
college attended, de-
grees): Faith Christian 
School; Elon University, 
Bachelors Degree

Brief work history: 
Two years at Chatham 
Academy, seven years at 
Robbins Elementary, 18 
years at Bennett School

Honors/awards: Two-
time teacher of  the year 
at Bennett School 

Hobbies/interests out-
side of educating: Read-
ing, walking, spending 
time with my two girls

Family: Husband and 
two daughters

What led you to a career 
in education?: I always 
wanted to be a teacher. 
Played school all the 
time when I was little. 
My mother was a pre-
school teacher.

Who were your favor-
ite teachers as you went 
through school, and what 
did you learn from them?: 

Mrs. Boniface. She had a 
lot of  patience and spent 
numerous hours outside 
the classroom helping 
students. 

Has becoming an educa-
tor been all you expected it 
would be?: Yes

How has education 

changed since you were 
a student?: A lot more is 
expected from students.

What “makes your day” 
as an educator?: When 
something “clicks” with 
a student and they are so 
proud of  their accom-
plishments.

What’s working in 
schools today?: Meeting 
the needs of  individual 
students, small group 
lessons and incorporat-
ing a lot of  technology.

What’s not working?: 
Students are being tested 
too much.

What’s your favorite 
memory of your first year 
in education?: Teaching 
non-readers how to read.

Best piece of advice for 
other educators?: Get to 
know your kids, and let 
them know you.

For students?: It’s OK to 
make mistakes and ask 
for help.

For parents?: Encour-
age and support your 
child, but don’t give them 
an easy out.

What about your job 
would most surprise your 
friends who are not edu-
cators?: How much time 
is spent on school work 
outside the classroom. 
There is never a dull mo-
ment in the classroom.

If you could somehow 
magically instill one truth 
into the heads of your 
students, what would it 
be?: Always do your best 
work even when no one 
is watching.

If one of your students 
was asked for a one-word 
description of you by a stu-
dent who hadn’t had you 
as an educator, what would 
that one word be?: Kind.

Favorite movie about 
school or education: “The 

Breakfast Club.”
How would you sum-

marize your philosophy 
as an educator?: I believe 
an outstanding teach-
er accommodates the 
academic, social and 
emotional needs of  their 
students. The classroom 
experience is exciting 
and memorable for 
the students. Being a 
teacher requires a lot of  
patience, good commu-
nication skills, problem 
solving and the ability 
to motivate students. 
It requires thinking 
outside the box, lots of  
hands-on-learning and 
hours of  thoughtful 
planning.

What five things must 
every educator know?: 
Have a positive attitude, 
good relationship with 
students, consistency, 
clear expectations and 
teach different learning 
styles.

What’s special about 
your school?: Teachers 
collaborate and share 
ideas.

Most unusual question 
you’ve ever gotten from 
a student?: Did you help 
out during the Civil War?

Photo courtesy of Chatham County Schools

Angie Brigham, shown working with her students at Bennett School, has 
been named ‘Teacher of the Year’ twice.

Staff photo by David Bradley

Finding your inner voice is what Gaines Steer is 
all about. His writing workshops are designed 
to introduce the concepts of the art of creative 
writing, finding the unique perspective of each 
writer and assisting them in finding the stories to 
be told.
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Sometimes there are things you want in life 
that are not possible right now. For example, 
maybe you want to buy something that is 
expensive. If you are serious about that 
purchase, make buying it a goal.

In order to reach that goal, be like Buddy. 
Make a list of small steps or small goals that 
would help you reach your big goal.

EXAMPLE: Angie wants to buy a new 
coat. The coat costs $50.

Angie decides that instead of trying to earn 
$50 all at once, she will make ten 
goals that will help her reach her 
big goal. She makes a goal of earning 
$5. If she earns $5 ten times, she will 
reach her big goal of $50!

 How can Angie earn $5? Put a check 
 in the box next to each of Angie’s 
 jobs. If you checked the right boxes, 
 they add up to exactly $5.

Be Like Buddy: How to Reach a Goal

Buddy shows us how to reach 
a big goal by breaking it down 
into smaller steps.

Beavers are 
builders. Look 

through the 
newspaper for 

examples of things 
people build. 

What are the kinds 
of jobs people do 
to build things?

Busy 
Builders

Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate 

information.

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Build a Sentence
Select a headline from today’s newspaper. 
Expand the headline into a longer, complete 
sentence by adding adjectives and other 
words. Diagram your sentence to show all of 
the parts of speech.

Can you put these mixed-up beaver facts in the correct order?

Jobs that 
start as 
taking 

small bites 
of the tree, 

one at a 
time.

… the tree topples over! Buddy takes the tree to a nearby 
stream and builds a home for his family.

He chews and chews away at the tree 
trunk, until finally …

Buddy’s cozy home is built of trees and 
branches. He strips the bark off the tree 

and stores it to feed his family. Home 
sweet lodge!

a big goal by breaking it down 
into smaller steps.

Buddy sees 
the big job 
as a series of 
small jobs.

Beavers don’t just use trees to build 
dams. When Buddy looks up at this 

tall tree, he sees food and 
housing for his family.

But chopping 
down a big tree 
can seem like an 
    awfully big goal 
     for a little 
         beaver.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

EXPENSIVE
PURCHASE
EARNING
EYELIDS
TOPPLES
RODENT
BEAVER
STREAM
LODGE
WATER
BITES
BARK
SWIM
GOAL
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If Angie can earn $5 per week and save the money, how long until she 
will have enough money to buy the coat?

MY GOAL: ________________________
JOBS I CAN DO TO EARN THE MONEY:

HOW LONG UNTIL I REACH MY GOAL?

HOW MUCH I CAN EARN:
$
$
$
$

ANSWER: Gnaw!

How I Earn 
Money

How do you earn money? 
Do you do chores? What 
kind of jobs do you do?

The verb save means to 
keep or store something 

for use in the future.

SAVE

Try to use the word save 
in a sentence today when 
talking with friends and 

family members.

Jeremy plans to save his 
allowance for three weeks 
to buy a gift for his sister.

This week’s word:

Using their broad, scaly _______, 

beavers will forcefully slap the 

water as an ___________ signal 

to other beavers in the area that 

a predator is approaching.

Beavers are __________ on land 

but using their webbed feet, 

they are very good swimmers. 

A beaver can stay under water 

for up to 15 minutes.

Beavers are herbivores. They 

like to eat the _________ and 

wood of __________. They also 

eat pondweed and water lilies.

Adult beavers are around three 

feet long and have been known 

to _________ over 55 lb (25 kg). 

Females are as large or larger 

than males of the same ______.

Beavers can live up to 24 ______ 

in the wild.

The beaver is the national 

animal of Canada, and is on the 

Canadian five-cent ________.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Busy beavers chewed some words 
from this list of fun beaver facts. 

Replace the words to find out some 
amazing things about beavers.

Our new Kid Scoop 
drawing book is here!

Learn to draw a wide 
variety of animals in our 
brand new how-to-draw 

book published by 
Happy Fox Books. 

Order from your local 
bookstore or at 

BarnesandNoble.com, 
Target.com and 

Amazon.com
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Chatham’s reference librarian serves  
as teacher, CCCC liaison and more 

Dana Haven grew up 
in a military family and 
took her first library job 
when she volunteered at 
a military base library in 
Florida during her high 
school years. She went on 
to work in public libraries 
and ultimately decided to 
move to Chapel Hill to pur-
sue a master’s degree in li-
brary science at UNC after 
earning bachelor’s degrees 
in English and psychology 
from Flagler College in St. 
Augustine, Florida.

“During my graduate 
studies at UNC, I worked 
in the Geological Sciences 
Library and the E-Re-
sources Department in 
Davis Library,” she says. 
“My academic and public 
library experience were a 
good fit for the Reference 
& Instruction position 
at Chatham Community 
Library, a joint-use public 
and community college li-
brary. I started working at 
Chatham Community Li-
brary right before the new 
building officially opened 
in 2010, so I’ll be celebrat-
ing 10 years this fall, as 
will the library itself!”

Haven lives in Chapel 
Hill with her husband and 
daughter. This week, we 
spoke with her about her 
role at the library.

What does your role as 
Reference and instruction 
librarian entail? 

My role is fairly 
wide-ranging, but it broadly 
includes research assis-
tance, digital and informa-
tion literacy instruction, 
collection development, 
and technology assistance. 
I work with public patrons 
as well as community 
college students, so patrons 
come to the Reference Desk 
with a variety of informa-
tion needs, from learning 
how to create an email 
account to finding peer-re-
viewed resources for an 
assignment, and that helps 
keep my work interesting. 
I’ve also been involved with 
the technical aspects of sev-
eral recent library projects, 

including self-serve print 
stations, wireless printing, 
and the Chatham PASS 
program, a partnership 
between Chatham Coun-
ty Public Libraries and 
Chatham County Schools 
that automatically provides 
K-12 students with public 
library accounts. 

How has a library’s tradi-
tional role as the “home” for 
research changed with the 
internet and the fact that, 
with a smartphone, most 
of us have libraries in our 
pockets?

The role of Reference 
Librarians has certainly 
evolved over the years, 
especially with the rapid 
growth of online content, 
and one thing we do less 
of these days is answer 
simple questions that can 
easily be found online. 
We’re helping patrons with 
more complex questions 
and, increasingly, we’re 
showing people how to 
do something rather than 
how to find something. We 
spend a lot of time these 
days teaching people how 
to use and troubleshoot 
technology. We see all sorts 
of devices at the Reference 
Desk, and I feel as though 
we’ve become tech experts 
by necessity! 

In the age of the internet 

and easy access to infor-
mation, some may wonder 
whether a library’s infor-
mation services are as vital 
as they once were. During 
the last fiscal year, our staff 
logged more than 16,000 
reference transactions, and 
it’s clear that patrons still 
need help locating and eval-
uating information, despite 
(and sometimes because of) 
the vast amount of infor-
mation available at our fin-
gertips these days. It’s often 
assumed that everything is 
available online, but there’s 
a lot of information that 
hasn’t been digitized, or is 
just not freely accessible. 
We can help patrons locate 
this information, whether 
that means searching for 
articles in library databases 
or requesting materials 
through interlibrary loan. 
Our ultimate goal is always 
to connect people with the 
information they need, 
whatever form that may 
take.

You serve as liaison 
between the Chatham Com-
munity Library and CCCC, on 
whose campus the library is 
located. What does that role 
entail?

Chatham Community 
Library is unique in that 
we’re one of three branches 
in the Chatham County 

Public Library system, and 
we also serve as the library 
for the Chatham campus of  
Central Carolina Com-
munity College. My main 
role as liaison to CCCC is 
supporting students and 
faculty through reference 
services and information 
literacy sessions. I also help 
to ensure that the college 
material in our collection 
is up to date and adequate-
ly supports the college’s 
programs. Being located on 
the CCCC campus puts us 
in a position to collaborate 
with departments such as 
the Human Resources De-
velopment program, which 
has provided employment 
assistance sessions in the 
library’s computer lab, and 
NC Works, whose coordina-
tors have taught classes on 
job searching and creating 
résumés. I’ve also worked 
with the Academic Assis-
tance Center to provide re-
search skills workshops for 
students outside of formal 
instruction sessions.

What’s included in your 
role in instruction?

One of my roles is 
overseeing our public 
computer classes, which 
are taught by reference 
staff. Last year we offered 
32 classes on a wide range 
of  topics, helping 239 par-

ticipants learn how to use 
a computer and navigate 
the internet, use Microsoft 
programs such as Word 
and Excel, collaborate 
using Google Apps, and 
download free library eB-
ooks through OverDrive.

Digital literacy classes 
such as these help provide 
community members with 
the skills they need to 
apply for jobs, conduct re-
search, and communicate 
with others online. We’ve 
had patrons come back 
to tell us that the skills 
they learned at the library 
helped them secure jobs or 
connect with friends and 
family, and it’s always so 
rewarding to hear about 
the impact that libraries 
and library programs can 
have on people’s lives. 

My instruction role 
extends to Central Carolina 
Community College as 
well. I teach information 
literacy classes for students 
on the Chatham campuses, 
as well as early college 
students and high school 
students who are earning 
college credit through 
CCCC. I also serve as the 
online librarian in sociol-
ogy courses, ensuring that 
distance education students 
receive similar information 
literacy instruction and 
research support to those 
in seated courses.

Along with formal 
classes, we also provide 
a lot of  informal, one-
on-one instruction at the 
Reference Desk every day. 
We teach people how to 
use the library catalog 
and online resources, 
navigate job websites, find 
their next read, print tax 
forms, download eBooks, 
and much more.

What resources or ser-
vices does the library offer 
that someone might be 
surprised to learn about?

We have such a great 
variety of programs and 
services at Chatham Coun-
ty Public Libraries. Most 
people probably know that 
the library provides free 

computer and Wi-Fi ac-
cess, a wealth of children’s 
and adult programs and, 
of course, plenty of read-
ing material! What people 
tend not to know as much 
about is all of the amazing 
online resources they can 
access with their library 
accounts. Many of our on-
line resources are available 
through NC LIVE, which 
is a collection of over 
100 databases and other 
curated resources that all 
North Carolina library 
patrons can access for free 
with a library card. NC 
LIVE contains resources 
such as Mango Languages 
for interactive language 
learning, NoveList Plus for 
reading recommendations, 
Auto Repair Source for 
repair and service guides, 
and Films on Demand for 
educational and documen-
tary films. We also have 
an ever-growing collection 
of downloadable books, 
audiobooks, and maga-
zines available through 
OverDrive. 

If  you’re interested in 
researching your fam-
ily history or our local 
history, check out our 
Local History & Genealogy 
(LHG) collection, which 
includes family histories, 
church histories, troop 
lists, census records, and 
more. You can also access 
records from across the 
country and around 
the world through our 
genealogy databases: Af-
rican American Heritage, 
Ancestry Library Edition, 
and HeritageQuest. Our 
dedicated genealogy volun-
teers provide one-on-one 
assistance by appointment. 
In addition to our LHG col-
lection, our North Carolina 
collection includes titles 
covering all aspects of the 
Tar Heel State. 

Reference staff are happy 
to speak with you about any 
of these resources. Call us at 
919-545-8086, chat with us on-
line (look for the orange tab 
in the corner of our website), 
or visit us at the Reference 
Desk to learn more.

CHATHAM CHAT | DANA HAVEN, CHATHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Staff photo by Zachary Horner

Dana Haven, the reference and Instruction librarian for Chatham Community 
Library in Pittsboro.

Council on Aging receives Duke Energy  
storm resiliency food supply grant

CN+R STAFF REPORT

PITTSBORO — Duke 
Energy has awarded the 
Chatham County Coun-
cil on Aging a $5,000 
Storm Resiliency Food 
Supply Grant that will 
help the local agency 
offer meals to its clients 
during weather emer-
gencies.

A formal check pre-
sentation took place 
February 6 at the Coun-
cil’s Eastern Chatham 
Senior Center, with 
Indira Everett, District 
Manager of  Govern-
ment & Community Re-
lations at Duke Energy 

presenting the grant 
award to the members 
of  the Council’s Board 
of  Directors.

“We are grateful to 
Duke Energy for their 
generous grant, which 
will help the Council pro-
vide frozen and shelf-sta-
ble meals to homebound 
seniors who cannot pres-
ently be served on one of  
our 12 Meals on Wheels 
routes,” said Dennis W. 
Streets, director of  the 
Council on Aging. “The 
grant also helps us offer 
these meals — and thus 
food security — in the 
case of  a weather emer-
gency.”

For more information 
on the Chatham County 
Council on Aging and its 
services to seniors, visit 
their website at www.
ChathamCOA.org, or 
call its Eastern Center 
at 919-542-4512 or its 
Western Center at 919-
742-3975.

The Chatham County 
Council on Aging is a 
nonprofit organization 
celebrating more than 45 
years of  serving seniors 
and their families. Its goal 
is to help older adults 
remain living safely at 
home and stay healthy 
and active in the commu-
nity.

Submitted photo

Duke Energy presented a $5,000 storm resiliency food supply grant to 
members of the Chatham County Council on Aging’s Board of Directors  
Feb. 6 at the council’s Eastern Chatham Senior Center in Pittsboro.
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ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50 outside 

county

SAVE the DATE
APRIL 25 - MAY 8, 2020

Registration Deadline: 

March 20, 2020

Register Online: 

http://torch.ncseniorgames.org

14 Archery
20 SilverArts Drop Off
25 Opening Ceremony
25 Track/Field
25 Football & Softball Throw
27 Golf
27 Croquet
28 Disc Golf
28 Swimming
28 Women’s Singles/Men’s Doubles Tennis
29 Men’s Bocce
29 Men’s Singles/Women’s Doubles Tennis
30 Horseshoes
30 Bowling
30 Mixed Doubles Tennis

1 Women’s Bocce
2 Cycling
4 Mixed Doubles/Singles Pickleball
5 Basketball Shoot & Corn Hole
6 Men’s/Women’s Doubles, Pickleball
7 Table Tennis

For More Information:
Liz Lahti, 919-542-4512 • liz.lahti@chathamcoa.org

April

May
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Pittsboro approves next stage of Mosaic
BY CASEY MANN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The Pittsboro Board 
of  Commissioners has unanimously 
approved the final plat and individual 
lots for Phase 1A of  Mosaic, a 226-acre 
and $500 million mixed used develop-
ment currently under construction on 
Russet Run across from Northwood 
High School in Pittsboro.

The town had previously approved 
the project’s preliminary plan in 

August, but the development process 
mandates a review of  the “final plat” 
was also required. 

The first phase will include a 114-
room hotel, movie theater, a live perfor-
mance theater, as well as space for ten-
ants which include Town Hall Burger + 
Beer, People’s Coffee, EDGE Aveda Day 
Spa, CMG Financial and UNC Urgent 
Care. There will also be apartments and 
condominiums available. The anticipat-
ed “open date” for Phase 1 is this fall.

According to Pittsboro Town Planner 

Victoria Baliff, no “significant” chang-
es occurred between the preliminary 
approval in August and the final plat 
presented at the board’s Feb. 24 meet-
ing, where the final plat was approved. 
There were questions from the board to 
Mosaic’s developer, Kirk Bradley — a 
part of  the ownership group for the 
News + Record — for clarity. 

For example, Bradley noted that he 
had purchased additional land adjacent 
to the project to ensure it would fulfill 
the “open space” requirements in the 

Chatham Park Elements, noting that 
it could not be allocated for any oth-
er project’s open space requirement. 
Bradley also noted that the engineering 
plans were designed to try to “capture” 
as much run-off from the impervious 
surfaces of  the development. The site 
will also include a bus stop for Cha-
tham Transit and several electric car 
charging stations.

Reporter Casey Mann can be reached at 
CaseyMann@Chathamnr.com.

Photos courtesy of the Chatham Sheriff’s Office

The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office would like 
you to meet Siri, a beautiful 1.5-year-old with a 
big heart! When Siri first arrived at the Animal 
Resource Center, she was a very timid and 
reserved dog. However, after spending a little 
play time with staff members, Siri blossomed 
into a playful canine with a loving personality. 
Siri is very calm and attentive to her humans, 
soaking up cuddles and affection at every 
opportunity. She lights up whenever staff take 
her on walks or bring out toys for playtime, 
proving she is still a pup at heart. Visitors often 
comment on Siri’s attractive coloring and warm 
personality. Siri would do best in a peaceful 
household that balances outdoor activities with 
lots of doggie snuggles and belly rubs. She is 
spayed and available for same day adoption! For 
more information on how to meet or adopt Siri, 
swing by the office at 725 Renaissance Drive 
or call 919-542-2911 to speak with an animal 
resource officer.

Pet of the Week: SIRI

NEWS BRIEFS

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Sheriff Mike Roberson, dressed up as a ‘bounty 
hunter,’ poses with Morgan Simmons (middle, with 
Bryan Henry of the Special Olympics) who raised 
the most money as an individual at Saturday’s 
Polar Plunge.

A group of 
‘plungers’ 
emerge from 
the frigid waters 
of Jordan 
Lake during 
Saturday’s 
event. Team 
Chatham Central 
was made 
up of (from 
left) Chatham 
Central Student 
Resource Officer 
Herbie Stubbs, 
Kaitlyn Barrows 
and Allison 
Bender.

Staff photo by Kim 
Hawks

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

 Chatham County Sheriff Mike Roberson and his 
wife Annette always begin the Polar Plunge by 
being the first to plunge or leap into Jordan Lake. 
More than $14,000 was raised for the N.C. Special 
Olympics at this year’s event, sponsored in part by 
the sheriff’s office.

Polar Plunge! 

Chatham Library 
hosting writing, 

Women’s History 
Month events

Chatham Community 
Library will host a “Writ-
ing Out Loud” workshop 
with local resident and 
author Gaines Steer at 
2 p.m. on March 7 in the 
Holmes Meeting Room. 
This introductory semi-
nar will focus on the art 
form of  creative writing 
as storyteller and on find-
ing your writer’s voice.

Steer holds a Master’s 
Degree in Community 
Leadership and Devel-
opment from Springfield 
College and is a member 
of  the North Carolina 
Writers’ Network and 
the National Association 
of  Personal Historians. 
This event is free and 
open to the public. For 
questions about this 
program, please contact 
Steer at gainesunicorn@
gmail.com.

In celebration of  
Women’s History Month, 
the library will host a 
presentation by North 
Carolina’s Poet Laureate 
Jaki Shelton Green at 1 
p.m. on March 21 at in the 
Holmes Meeting Room. 
Green’s discussion,“-
Culture and Personal 
Experience Inform a 
Writer’s Work,” examines 
oral traditions in her 
own family. Reading from 
her poetry, she discusses 
stories, icons, and idioms 
as a way of  preserving the 
history and culture of  her 
community, and invites 
the audience members 
to recognize their shared 
humanity. 

A native of  Orange 
County, Jaki Shelton 
Green has been active in 
North Carolina’s literary 
and teaching commu-
nity for more than 40 
years. She has written 
eight books of  poetry, one 
play and co-edited two 
poetry anthologies.  She 
was a 2014 N.C. Literary 
Hall of  Fame inductee 
and the recipient of  the 
North Carolina Award 
for Literature in 2003. 
Upon her selection as 
the state’s Poet Laureate, 
Gov. Roy Cooper is quoted 
as saying, “Jaki Shelton 
Green brings a deep 
appreciation of  our state’s 
diverse communities to 
her role as an ambassa-
dor of  North Carolina 
literature.” Ms. Green is 
the first African Ameri-
can and third woman to 
serve as North Carolina’s 
ambassador for poetry 
and the spoken word.

Women’s History 
Month is an annual 
declared month that 
highlights the contribu-
tions of  women to events 

in history and contempo-
rary society. It is celebrat-
ed during March in the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, and Austra-
lia, corresponding with 
International Women’s 
Day on March 8. In 1987, 
after being petitioned by 
the National Women’s 
History Project, Congress 
passed Pub. L. 100-9 which 
designated the month of  
March 1987 as Women’s 
History Month. Between 
1988 and 1994, Congress 
passed additional reso-
lutions requesting and au-
thorizing the President to 
proclaim March of  each 
year as Women’s History 
Month. Since 1988, U.S. 
presidents have issued 
annual proclamations 
designating the month of  
March as Women’s Histo-
ry Month. 

Copies of  Shelton’s 
books will be available 
for purchase and sign-
ing. This event is free 
and open to the public. 
Funding for this program 
comes from the contin-
ued support of  the North 
Carolina Humanities 
Council.

Blackberry 
& Blueberry 
Production 

Workshop set
The Chatham County 

Center of  North Carolina 
Cooperative Extension 
will offer a Blackberry 
& Blueberry Production 
Workshop as part of  
its Enhancing Sustain-
ability Series from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 17, at the 
Chatham County Agri-
culture & Conference 

Center in Pittsboro. This 
workshop is an all-day 
event that will provide 
research-based info to 
market growers and gar-
deners.

Agenda:
• Blackberry Produc-

tion — Gina Fernandez 
– Extension Specialist, NC 
State University — Site 
selection and prep, high 
tunnels, varieties, plant-
ing, fertility, irrigation, 
pruning and training, 
harvesting

• Blueberry Production 
— Bill Cline – Extension 
Specialist, NC State Uni-
versity — Site selection 
and prep, varieties, plant-
ing, fertility, irrigation, 
pruning, harvesting

• Pests of  Blackberries 
& Blueberries — Hannah 
Burrack – Professor and 
Extension Specialist, NC 
State University — Prima-
ry pests + integrated pest 
management

• Diseases of  Blackber-
ries & Blueberries — Sara 
Villani – Plant Patholo-
gist, NC State University 
& Bill Cline – Extension 
Specialist, NC State 
University — Primary 
diseases + integrated pest 
management

• Postharvest Handling 
— Penny Perkins-Vea-
zie – Professor, NC State 
University — Handling 
and storage of  blackber-
ries and blueberries

• Pollination — Debbie 
Roos – Agriculture Agent, 
N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion — Primary pollina-
tors of  blackberries and 
blueberries

• Small Fruit Resources 
— Debbie Roos – Agricul-
ture Agent, N.C. Cooper-
ative Extension — Plant 
nurseries, production 
guides, websites, etc.

• Q & A Panel 
Advance registration is 

required for this work-
shop. The registration 
deadline is March 10. 
Call 919-542-8244 or email 
Debbie Roos at debbie.
roos@chathamnc.org 
if  you have questions. 
Visit growingsmallfarms.
ces.ncsu.edu/2020/01/
register-now-for-black-
berry-blueberry-produc-
tion-workshop/ for more 
details and to register. 

— CN +R staff reports

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

DURA-BUILT Portable Buildings 
& Sheds

OPEN
UNDER NEW 

MANAGEMENT

336-257-2253

At the corner of Silk Hope Rd. 
& Hwy 64 E. Siler City, NC

35 Silk Hope Rd.

Barns, Lofted Barns, Utility Sheds, Garden Sheds, Cabins,
Lofted Cabins, Carports, Garages, RV Sheds, She Sheds, Etc.

Buy or 
Rent to Own

No Credit 
Check

DAK Income Tax Service
(formerly Daphne King Income Tax Service)

Brenda Nall • Andrew Nall

221 E. Raleigh St, Siler City • 919-742-5778 or 919-898-4526

Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM-1:00 PM



REAL ESTATE
19+ ACRES- LAND FOR SALE in 
Asheboro on Luck Road - Good 
for Home and pasture. 336-879-
4870,  F27,1tp

LAND FOR SALE: 7.65 Acres - 
Located approximately, 5 miles 
from Siler City, near Stockyard. 
Would be great for pasture 
land, and/or Residence. Can 
be split into smaller tracts, 
as well. Call: 336-588-2497 for 
more information., N14,tfnx

LAND FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE IN BEAR CREEK 
- Contains 2.7 acres and incu-
des a Septic System. Located 
at 75 E.T. Hanner Road, Bear 
Creek, NC.  Call 919-837-5346. 
M5,12,19,26,4tp 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2000 sq ft recep-
tion area, conference  room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
Now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or older. 
Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. $486/mo, no security 
deposit. Application fee $25 per 
adult. Call Braxton Manor, 919-
663-1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
J2,tfnc

POWELL SPRINGS APTS - Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-533-
6319 for more information, TDD 
# 1-800-735-2962, Equal hous-
ing opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, J2,tfnc

TRUCKS FOR SALE
2002 TOYOTA TACOMA 
Pre-Runner truck, new battery, 
new timing belt installed, need 
valve cover gasket, 294,000 
miles, $3,900.00, 336-581-3236,  
F27,M5,2tc

BOATS / RVS
FOR SALE: 1988 DOLPHIN 
3400 Motor Home, 34,000 mi., 
$3,000 OBO, 919-663-1577, 
M5,12,19,3tp   

FREE - 2 CAMPER TRAILERS, - 
Needs work. Good for storage 
sheds or remodeling. 919-201-
1128, F27,M5,2tp 

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556,  rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J2,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call... We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J2,tfnc

SERVICES
JHJ PAINTING & PRESSURE 
WASH - Interior/Exterior - Com-
mercial/Residential, Staining 
Decks and Fences - Also home 
repairs. We specialize in all 
your home improvement 
needs!  Call John Hayes, Jr., 
919-548-0474. J16-M5,8tp 

HENDRICK SERVICE, Lawn 
Care, mowing, small back hoe. 
Will dig up bushes, do storm 
drain pipes, drive way pipe, cut 
trees, clean up leaves. 919-548-
4609, J10,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. J3,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVERS 
needed for private care in 
Chapel Hill and Pittsboro. 
Please call 919-931-1352. 
M5,12,2tp 

TOWN OF SILER CITY, UTILITY 
MAINTENANCE WORKER - 
General Statement of Duties: 
Performs intermediate skilled 
and semi-skilled work in the in-
stallation, replacement, repair 
and maintenance of water and 
sewer lines, and appurtenanc-
es. - Required Education and 
Experience Qualifications: High 
School diploma or equivalency. 
Experience in construction-re-
lated utility work. NC valid 
driver’s license. Possession of 
a NC Class B commercial driv-
er’s license within one year of 
hire. Preferred Education and 
Experience Qualifications: Pos-
session of a NC Class B com-
mercial driver’s license upon 
hire. Bilingual. Additional Em-
ployment Requirements: Pos-
session of a NC Class B com-
mercial driver’s license within 
one year of hire. Annual Hiring 
Salary: $27,629.00 - Please re-
fer to our website for a full job 
description. - To Apply:  This 
posting is open until filled. A 
completed Town of Siler City 
application is required and may 
be obtained on our website at 
www.silercity.org or picked up 
at City Hall. The application 
may be mailed or delivered to 
City Hall, 311 N. Second Ave-
nue, PO Box 769, Siler City, NC 
27344 or submitted via email to 
dritter@silercity.org.  Pre-em-
ployment drug testing, DMV 
check, and background checks 
are required upon job offer. 
EOE. -- The Town of Siler City is 
an Equal Opportunity Employ-
er. - The Town of Siler City’s 
applicants are considered for 
employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital or 
veteran status, disability, or 
other legally protected status.  
The Town invites the submis-
sion of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. - The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of ma-
terials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. - This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request. M5,1tc 

TOWN OF SILER CITY - ATHLET-
ICS PROGRAM SUPERVISOR 
- General Statement of Duties: 
Performs intermediate techni-
cal work planning, organizing, 
supervising athletic events, 
recruiting and supervising offi-
cials, coordinating athletic field 
and facility maintenance and 
repair, maintaining records and 
files, and preparing reports. 

-  Education and Experience 
Requirements: Bachelor’s de-
gree in Recreation, Parks and 
Sports Management, or related 
field and moderate experience 
in coordinating and supervising 
community and group athlet-
ic activities and staff, or an 
equivalent combination of ed-
ucation and experience. - Valid 
NC driver’s license. - Education 
and Experience Preferred 
Qualifications: Certified Youth 
Sports Administrator (CYSA) 
upon hire. Certified Parks and 
Recreation Professional (CPRP) 
upon hire. Bilingual. - Annual 
Hiring Salary: $40,820 - Please 
refer to our website for a full 
job description. To Apply: The 
posting is open until filled. A 
completed Town of Siler City 
application, resume, and cover 
are required. Documents may 
be mailed or delivered to City 
Hall, 311 N Second Avenue, PO 
Box 769, Siler City, NC 27344 or 
submitted via email to dritter@
silercity.org. Pre-employment 
drug testing and background 
checks are required upon job 
offer. EOE. - The Town of Siler 
City is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. The Town of Siler 
City’s applicants are consid-
ered for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, mari-
tal or veteran status, disability, 
or other legally protected sta-
tus. The Town invites the sub-
mission of proposals from mi-
nority and women-owned firms 
and certified Section 3 busi-
ness concerns if the contract is 
over $100,000 for non-construc-
tion contracts. - The Town of 
Siler City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of ma-
terials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. - This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request.  -- Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier otro 
idioma bajo petición. Por favor, 
póngase en contacto con Nan-
cy Hannah al nhannah@siler-
city.org o 919-726-8625 o en 
311 North Second Avenue, Siler 
City, North Carolina 27344 de 
alojamiento para esta solicitud. 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta solici-
tud. M5,1tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY - TELE-
COMMUNICATOR - General 
Statement of Duties: Performs 
intermediate technical work 
receiving and dispatching law 
enforcement, receives and 
processes emergency and 
non-emergency service calls, 
assists the public with infor-
mational requests, prepares 
and maintains records and 
files. - An employee in this 
class receives incoming routine 
and emergency police and 
public utilities calls, dispatches 

proper personnel for assis-
tance, and maintains contact 
with police units. Employees 
also utilizes telephone system 
with computer-aided dispatch 
to receive and dispatch calls 
and enters disposition of 
calls. Work involves frequent 
public contact which requires 
tact, firmness, and decisive-
ness in obtaining necessary 
information from people who 
are at times under extreme 
stress. Work is performed in 
accordance with Town and 
departmental policies, State 
and Federal law, and supple-
mented with specific direc-
tions from sworn personnel. 
Work is performed under the 
moderate supervision of the 
Telecommunications Supervi-
sor and is evaluated through 
observation, conferences, the 
quality and effectiveness of 
work completed, ongoing and 
timely feedback, and sched-
uled performance evaluations. 
-  Required Education and 
Experience Requirements: 
Graduation from high school 
or high school equivalency. 
Moderate experience in com-
munications, dispatching, or 
clerical/administrative work. 
- Preferred Education and Ex-
perience Requirements: DCI 
certification Modules, I, II, and 
III upon hire. Bilingual.- Annual 
Hiring Salary:, $31,984 - Please 
refer to our website for a full 
job description. - To Apply: 
This posting is open until filled. 
A completed application is 
required and can be found at 
www.silercity.org. It may be 
mailed or delivered to Debora 
Ritter at City Hall, 311 N Sec-
ond Avenue, PO Box 769, Siler 
City, NC 27344 or submitted via 
email to dritter@silercity.org. 
Pre-employment drug testing 
and background checks are 
required upon job offer. EOE. 
-- The Town of Siler City is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
The Town of Siler City’s ap-
plicants are considered for 
employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, marital or 
veteran status, disability, or 
other legally protected status.  
The Town invites the submis-
sion of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. -  The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of ma-
terials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings. This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request. -- Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier otro 
idioma bajo petición. Por favor, 
póngase en contacto con Nan-
cy Hannah al nhannah@siler-
city.org o 919-726-8625 o en 
311 North Second Avenue, Siler 
City, North Carolina 27344 de 
alojamiento para esta solicitud. 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 

Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta solici-
tud. M5,1tc

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY has 
an opening for a Project Re-
searcher. Exc. Computer skills/
mainly on-line. Any construc-
tion knowledge a plus. Call 
919-542-4655, F27,M5,2tc

HOUSEKEEPER/CLEANER  
needed 2 days a week. Pitts-
boro home. Must like Dogs. All 
cleaning supplies provided. 
Must have own transportation, 
be dependable. References 
required. Call or text 919-656-
2268, F27,M5,2tc

DOGGIE HELPER WANTED, 
Home in Pittsboro. Must love 
dogs and puppies. Experience 
would be great. Must be de-
pendable, have own transpor-
tation.  Must like to clean and 
take care of dogs, etc. Call or 
text 919-656-2268, F27,M5,2tc

NEW YEAR, NEW WAGES , need 
State Certified CNAs!! Please 
call 919-545-2027 or come in 
and inquire: 148 East St in 
Pittsboro, we hope to see you 
soon. F27,M5,2tc

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE - 
Help needed, Full time. Based 
out of Carthage. Need to be 
familiar with mowers, blowers, 
trimmers and other lawn care 
equipment. Must be energetic! 
Eperience preferred. Salary 
based on experience. Call 910-

949-3470. F20,27,2tp  

HOMECARE  SEEKING,  Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certi-

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING 

CNA’s
Apply in person 

Monday - Friday

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

Jordan Lake State Rec. Area 
is hiring Seasonal Positions 

March thru October.
Applications may be picked up at the park 

office or online at www.ncparks.gov;
Click on Jobs tab and select (Seasonal).

• General Utility Workers (GUW) $10 hr. 

• Fee Collectors (Booth Operators) $8 hr.

Contact park office for more info. 
919-362-0586

The person hired will be the pianist for our 11:00a.m. 
Sunday service and in charge of our choral music 
program. This job will entail 10-15 hours a week, including 
worship planning, consulting with the Pastor, leading 
practices and playing on Sunday morning. The applicant 

st be piano proficient. is person st be able to lead 
a choir, be available on Wednesday evening and Sunday 
mornings (as well as funerals if needed). They will work 
closely with the Pastor to plan and lead the worship life of 
the church. Salary is negotiable.

JOB OPENING

Part-time Choir Director/Pianist

Piney Grove United Methodist Church, Siler City, NC

Contact Information: Parker Coppock, 

Email: parker.coppock@nccumc.org or Phone: (919) 722-9127

Or mail resume to Parker Coppock, PO Box 9, Siler City, NC 27344

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

(919) 545-0412 

www.RogersAuction.com

HOUSE & 22.5 ACRES 
for Sale @ Auction – Siler City, NC

Beautiful Pasture w/ Rolling Hills 
in Silk Hope!

Estate Property of Late Floyd Messer
140 Seth Teague Rd., Siler City, NC

Online 

Bidding Ends 

March 9th!

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
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fied Nurse Aides - Competitive 
Weekly Pay, CNA’s start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases - Total LifeCare, Call 
(919) 704-8962 for more info or 
to apply. F20,27,M5,12,19,26,6tc

CNA - PITTSBORO CHRISTIAN 
VILLAGE is hiring CNAs. Apply 
in person, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday - Friday, at 1825 East 
St in Pittsboro. F13, tfnc

COMMUNICATION AND PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS MANAGER (Asheboro 
Location) - Randolph Electric 
Membership Corporation is 
currently seeking a Communi-
cation and Public Affairs Man-

ager for the Asheboro Office. 
Successful candidate will pref-
erably have a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science, public 
relations, communications, or 
related field and 10 years of 
progressive experience. To ap-
ply go to https://www.randol-
phemc.com/careers. Open Until 
Filled. All qualified applicants 
will receive consideration for 
employment without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, disability or veter-
an status. F13,20,27,M5,4tc

DATA ANALYST (Asheboro 
Location) - Randolph Electric 
Membership Corporation is 

currently seeking a Data An-
alyst for the Asheboro Office. 
Successful candidate will pref-
erably have a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in computer sci-
ence or equivalent experience. 
To apply go to https://www.
randolphemc.com/careers.  
Open Until Filled. All qualified 
applicants will receive con-
sideration for employment 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
disability or veteran status. 
F13,20,27,M5,4tc

HIRING ALL SHIFTS - CNAs, 
PCAs, Med Techs, Under new 
ownership. Competitive pay, 
insurance and vacation. Apply 
at Coventry House in Siler City. 
O17,tfnc

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of EDWARD 
EDUWIGIS MARTINEZ, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said dece-
dent to exhibit them to the un-
dersigned on or before the 15th 
day of May, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 28th day of January, 
2020.
Kimberly Martinez Jensen, 
Administrator of the
Estate of Edward Eduwigis 
Martinez
c/o Linda Funke Johnson, Attor-
ney at Law
P.O. Box 446
114 Raleigh Street
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against PHILIP W. ALDERKS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, who 
died on December 25, 2019, are 
notified to exhibit the same 
to undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of May, 2020, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This 13th day of February, 2020.
Claire Alderks Miller, Executor
Manning, Fulton & Skinner, P.A.
c/o Stephen T. Byrd
P. O. Box 20389
Raleigh, North Carolina 27619-
0389

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
Estate of GUY M. SICKMOND, 
Deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C., are notified to present the 
same to the Personal Repre-
sentative listed below on or 
before May 13, 2020, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. All debtors of the 
said Estate are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This 13th day of February, 2020.
CELESTE YEATES, Executor
c/o JOHN R. SLOAN
Ward and Smith, P.A. 
Attorneys at Law
Post Office Box 7068
Wilmington, NC 28406-7068

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
HAVING QUALIFIED as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of TINA 
RENEE SMITH, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
13th day of May, 2020, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 6th day of February, 
2020.
Alvin Lee Smith, Administrator 
of the
Estate of Tina Renee Smith
Post Office Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
Attorneys at Law
Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312
(919) 542-5605

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 66
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of BRENTLEY CALEY 
GOODWIN, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
May 13, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 13th day of February, 
2020.  
Jason Goodwin, Executor
568 Olives Chapel Rd
Apex, NC 27502

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 36
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of JOHN FRANCIS 

STONE, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
May 13, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 13th day of February, 
2020.
Mary Ann Stone, Executrix
200 St. Andrews Dr
Greenville, NC 27834

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 43
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Limited 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of JOANNA MOORE 
LEACH, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
May 13, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 13th day of February, 
2020.
Peggy Ann (Leach) Berry, 
Limited Personal Represen-
tative
4206 14th Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017

F13,F20,F27,M5,4tp

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utrix of the Estate of JACK 
ALLRED, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
20th day of May, 2020, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 11th day of February, 
2020.
Joann Allred, Executrix of
The Estate of Jack Allred
Post Office Box 665
Siler City, North Carolina 27344
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
Attorneys at Law
Box 665
Siler City, North Carolina  27344
(919) 742-5614

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 606
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM NEWS
Having qualified and been 
duly appointed as executor of 
the Estate of ALLEN EUGENE 
DOYLE, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to present the same 
on or before May 20, 2020 to 
Jeffrey A. Doyle, Executor, 
4131 Parklake Avenue, Suite 
300, Ralegh, NC 27612, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
This the 20th day of February, 
2020. 
Jeffrey A. Doyle, Executor of 
the 
Estate of Allen Eugene Doyle
4131 Parklake Avenue, Suite 
300
Raleigh, North Carolina 27612

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 14th day of 
February, 2020, as Executrix of 
the Estate of DIANE JACKSON 
TAYLOR a/k/a DIANE J. TAYLOR, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 20th day of May, 
2020, or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons indebted to 
said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 20th day of February 
2020.
Diane Meredith Conley Adams, 
Executrix of The
Estate of Diane Jackson Taylor 
a/k/a Diane J. Taylor 
4011 University Drive,  Suite 
300
Durham, NC  27707
G. Rhodes Craver, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 81
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Limited 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of WADE PALMER 
aka WADE JUNIOR PALMER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
estate of said decedent to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
on or before May 20, 2020 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This the 20th day of February, 
2020.
Alan Palmer, 
Limited Personal Represen-
tative

206 Olde Salem Drive
Jamestown, NC 27282 

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
2020 E 78
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Limited Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of MARK S. PARKER, deceased, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned at 319 Brody Park-
er Road, Sanford, North Caroli-
na, 27330, on or before the 20th 
day of May, 2020, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate are requested to 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This 17th day of February, 2020.
Diane J. Parker
Limited Personal Represen-
tative
319 Brody Parker Road
Sanford, North Carolina 27330
Gunn & Messick, LLP
Post Office Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 27312

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 83
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utrix and Co-Executor of the 
Estate of WILLIAM G. RUGER 
AKA WILLIAM GEORGE RUGER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
estate of said decedent to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
on or before May 20, 2020 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment. 
This the 20th day of February, 
2020.
Lydia Ruger Voorheis, Co-Ex-
ecutrix
100 Widecombe Ct
Cary, NC 27513
William G. Ruger, Co-Executor
3640 North Ocean Dr. #427
Singer Island, FL 33404

F20,F27,M5,M12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of NORMA YORK 
STOCK late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against 
the said decendent to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 27th day of May, 
2020, or this notice will be 
plead in bar of their recovery. 
All persons, firms and corpora-
tion indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This the 27th day of February, 
2020.
Cynthia Claire Stock Waszak 
Geary, Executrix
124 Cardinal Ridge Road
Chapel Hill NC 27516
Eric W. Hinson, Attorney at Law
1709 Legion Rd, Suite 229
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27517

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Board of Adjustment will 
conduct a public hearing on 
March 9, 2020 at 6:30 pm in the 
City Hall Courtroom located at 
311 N. 2nd Ave. Public hearing 
and Board discussion will be 
conducted on the following 
request: 
David Gonzalez requests a 
variance from §194 (Access to 
Lots) to allow a new subdivi-
sion lot to be developed for 
single family residential pur-
poses on an existing perpetual 
easement/private drive that 
currently serves more than 4 
subdivision lots. The subject 
property is located at 360/362 
Old Walden Rd. The property is 
identified as Lot 19 in Plat Book 
95, Page 60 & parcel #71048.
The proposed item is available 
for review in the Planning 
office. All persons interested in 
the outcome of the application 
are invited to attend the public 
hearing and present evidence, 
arguments, and ask questions 
of persons who testify on the 
above referenced items.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings.  This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request.  Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.

F27,M5,2tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

20 E 77
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Administra-
tor of the Estate of DELORA ANN 
MOORE, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms, and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before May 27, 2020 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
the said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 27th day of February, 
2020.  
Heather Williamson Whitworth,
Administrator
210 River Drive
Southport, NC 28461

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 404
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED AS Execu-
tor of the Estate of FRANCES 
ROSALIE MORRIS, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore May 27, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 27th  day of February, 
2020.
Leigh Haviland Morris, Exec-
utor
1372 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 631
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of THOMAS J. 
NATLEY AKA THOMAS JOHN 
NATALEWICZ, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore May 27, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 27th day of February, 
2020.
LAURA MACMILLAN
4932 Steeplechase Lane 
Hollywood, SC 29449

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of WALTER C. 
LAMBERT, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the Estate of said deceased to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 27th 
day of May, 2020, or this notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment.  
This the 27th day of February, 
2020. 
c/o David A. Burns, Attorney for
David M.H. Lambert, Executor 
of the
Estate of Walter C. Lambert
4101 Lake Boone Trail, Ste. 300
Raleigh, NC 27607

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tc  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
18 E 365
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of MARY R. 
LAWRENCE, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
May 27, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 27th day of February, 
2020.
Eric Lawrence
Administrator
356 E Cornwallis St
Pittsboro, NC 27312

F27,M5,M12,M19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 94
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Administra-
tor of the Estate of LUKE GENE 
LEWIS, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
creditors that they should pres-
ent their claims to Naomi B. 
Lewis, Administrator, c/o Kratt 
Dedmond & Associates, PLLC, 
5623 Duraleigh Road, Suite 111, 
Raleigh, NC 27612 on or before 
June 10, 2020, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This the 5th day of March, 
2020.   
Naomi B. Lewis, Administrator
Estate of Luke Gene Lewis
c/o Kratt Dedmond & Associ-
ates, PLLC
5623 Duraleigh Road, Suite 111
Raleigh, NC 27612
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TOWN OF SILER CITY  
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award. 
NO obligation, NO risk! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help 
you!! Call 24/7, 844-286-9124

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for the 
following position: Director of 
Facility Services. For detailed 
information and to apply, 
please visit our employment 
portal at: https://faytechcc.
peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: 
(910) 678-7342 Internet: http://
www.faytechcc.edu An Equal 
Opportunity Employer

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for the 
following position: Coordinator 
for Military Business Center. 
For detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our 
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/ 
Human Resources Office 
Phone: (910) 678-7342 
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
edu . An Equal Opportunity 
Employer

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-888-609-
2550

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage for 
350 procedures. Call 1-844-
496-8601 for details. www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress   
6118-0219

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY.  Receive maximum 
value of write-off for your taxes.  
Running or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call 
for details: 866-412-0719

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-887-0237

Medical Billing & Coding 
Training. New Students 
Only. Call & Press 1. 100% 
online courses. Financial Aid 
Available for those who qualify.  
Call 833-990-0354

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
Cut your drug costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for $99.00. FREE 
Shipping! 100 Guaranteed and 
Discreet. CALL  1-855-458-
7417

Smart Home Installations? 
Geeks on Site will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, Cameras, 
Home Theater Systems, & 
Gaming Consoles. $20 OFF 
coupon 42537! (Restrictions 
apply) 877-372-1843

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation mechanic training. 
Financial aid for qualified 
students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 
866-441-6890

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
888-351-1231 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe.  A+ 
BBB rated.  Call National Debt 
Relief 844-314-8819.

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote within 
minutes. Average savings 
of $444/year!  Call 866-414-
8635!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 888-910-2201

Is your home SMART yet? 
Get a FREE quote from Vivint, 
the #1 Home-Automation 
Company! Fast & Affordable! 
$100 VISA giftcard w/
installation! Restrictions Apply. 
Call 855-589-7053

214+/-Acres Divided in 
Scotland County, NC on 
Calhoun Rd., Online w/
Bid Center, Begins Closing 
3/24/2020 at 2pm, Inspections 
at Buyer’s Leisure & Liability, 
i r o n h o r s e a u c t i o n . c o m , 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

DIRECTV - Switch and 
Save! $39.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 
Channels. 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE 
Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 mos! Call 
DIRECTV 1-855-972-7954

Attention Timeshare owners! 
Were you victim to dishonest 
sales tactics? Overpromised?! 
Overpaid?! We’ll legally resolve 
your timeshare nightmare and 
stop the payments! CALL 
Timeshare Compliance FREE 
CONSULTATION! 919-324-
0167

SPRING TRAVEL SPECIAL! 
7 Day / 6 Night Orlando + 
Daytona Beach Vacation with 
Hertz Rental Car Included.  
Only $398.00. Call 877-433-
9873 to Reserve. 12 Months 
to use.

Statewide Classified



‘Invisible Man’ update a semi-provocative 
thriller in #MeToo era 

From H.G. Wells’s original 
novel to James Whale’s 1933 

film treat-
ment to Paul 
Verhoven’s 
“Hollow 
Man,” the 
engrossing 
aspect about 
“The Invisible 
Man” is its 
portrait of  the 
corrosive ef-
fect of  omnip-
otent power. 

In each incarnation, a scientist 
develops a means to become in-
visible, then because he either 
can’t or won’t become visible 
again, he remains in that state 
after becoming intoxicated by 
the unchecked liberties at his 
disposable. Human psycholo-
gy, unbridled by moral mores, 
implodes under the weight of  
being a god.

The 2020 update of  “The 
Invisible Man” dispenses with 
this provocative perspective for 
the sake of  a modern construct.

Writer-director Leigh Whan-
nell’s adaptation isn’t really 
about a scientist’s descent into 
madness. Instead, the man is 

already a monster, a wealthy 
abusive entrepreneur named 
Adrian Griffin (Oliver Jack-
son-Cohen), who pushes his 
live-in girlfriend Cecilia Kass 
(Elisabeth Moss) to concoct an 
elaborate ruse just to escape his 
clutches. Secreted away by her 
sister (Harriet Dyer) and friend 
(Aldis Hodge), Cecilia lives in 
hiding, petrified that Adrian will 
find her, until word comes that 
Adrian has committed suicide 
and bequeathed her millions.

Despite that apparent solace, 
Cecilia suspects something’s 
amiss after odd apparitions start 
appearing around the house. 
Cecilia becomes convinced that 

Adrian, a toxic masculine optics 
expert, is alive and surrepti-
tiously stalking her. Everyone 
else thinks Cecilia is paranoid, 
if  not outright crazy.

The first half  of  “The Invisi-
ble Man” is a thought-provok-
ing take on the psychology of  
domestic abuse. Because we’ve 
seen this sort of  story before 
— think “Fight Club” — the 
audience also invariably won-
ders whether it’s all in Cecilia’s 
head. That question ignores the 
fact that the residual fear felt by 
an abuse victim is all too real. 
In some ways, it doesn’t matter 
whether an alive yet unseen 
Adrian is actually terrorizing 

Cecilia. The anxiety he fostered 
still lingers and torments.

Whannell’s direction remains 
taut throughout, mining more 
dread out of  long, static shots 
of  empty doorways and the 
corners of  rooms than standard 
issue jump scares. He’s aided 
by a powerhouse performance 
from Moss — Cecelia’s down-
ward spiral from despair to 
disintegration is jaw-dropping.

Still, the film loses some 
intrigue once the veil is pulled 
back and the peril becomes 
more literal. The film becomes 
more of  a general thriller 
(albeit a well-made one) rather 
than a meta exercise. Until that 
point, the audience finds itself  
questioning the veracity of  a 
woman claiming terror at the 
hands of  her domestic partner. 
#MeToo? Y tú.
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on Mar. 16, 2020 at 7 pm in the 
City Hall Courtroom located at 
311 N. 2nd Ave. Public hearing 
and Board discussion will be 
conducted on the following 
requests: 
Town of Siler City proposes 
text amendments to §147 Table 
of Permissible Uses (motor 
vehicle repair/maintenance 
outside completely enclosed 
structure, motor vehicle paint-
ing/body work/towing, and 
storage outside completely 
enclosed structure within C-C 
& G-C zoning districts), §168 
Residential Density (C-C zoning 
district), and §172 Building 
Height Limitation (O-I zoning 
district) of the UDO.
The proposed items are avail-
able for review in the Planning 
office.  All persons interested 
in the outcome of the applica-
tion are invited to attend the 
public hearing and present 
comments, testimony, and ex-
hibits on the above referenced 
items.  The Planning Board will 
meet on Mar. 9 @ 6:30 pm to 
consider a recommendation to 
the Town Board.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts.  The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, pro-
viding taped cassettes of mate-
rials for the blind, or assuring 
a barrier-free location for the 
proceedings.  This information 
is available in Spanish or any 
other language upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Hannah 
at 919-726-8625, 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344, or nhannah@
silercity.org for accommoda-
tions for this request.  Esta 
información está disponible 
en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por 
favor, póngase en contacto con 
Nancy Hannah al nhannah@
silercity.org o 919-726-8625 o 
en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 
de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHATHAM COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
March 16, 2020, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. The hearing will be 
held in the Exhibit Hall of the 
Chatham County Agriculture 
and Conference Center in Pitts-
boro, North Carolina at 1192 
US-64 W BUS.
Additional information is 
available at the Chatham 
County Planning Department 
office. Speakers are requested 
to sign up at the meeting prior 
to the hearing. You may also 
sign up on the county website 
prior to the meeting at www.
chathamnc.org by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. The purpose of 
the Public Hearing is to receive 
input, both written and oral, on 
the issues listed below:
Legislative Request:
1. A legislative public hear-
ing for a request from Bold 
Development Group, LLC for 
a conditional district rezon-
ing on Parcels 18901, 18757, 
18758, 80023, 65382, 76461, 
60704, 18789, 18892, 18747, 
18760, 18889, 18891, and 18748 
collectively “William’s Corner 
Commercial Development”, 
located on US 15-501 N and 
Lystra Rd, being approximate-
ly 118 total acres, to rezone 
from Conditional Use Business 
(CU-B1) with a Conditional Use 
Permit for a Planned Unit De-
velopment and R1, Residential, 
to Conditional District Mixed 
Use (CD-MU) zoning district 
containing retail, commercial, 
office, storage, and multi-fami-
ly residential.

2. A legislative public hearing 
for a request from Bold Devel-
opment Group, LLC for a Zon-
ing Ordinance text amendment 
to Section 10.12.F Exterior 
Boundary Setbacks for mixed 
use developments to reduce 
the setback to 50’ for surface 
parking when the property 
adjoins US 15-501.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.
Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions or 
comments concerning these 
issues, please call the Chatham 
County Planning Department at 
542-8204 or write to P.O. Box 54, 
Pittsboro N.C.  27312. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against RICHARD FENTON 
SMITH of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, who died on 
the 15th day of January, 2020, 
are notified to present them 
to Alexander Fenton Martson, 
Executor of the Estate of Rich-
ard Fenton Smith in c/o David 
R. Frankstone, Attorney for the 
Estate, at Higgins, Frankstone, 
Graves & Morris, P.A., 1414 
Raleigh Road, Suite 203, Ex-
change West at Meadowmont, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on 
or before June 11, 2020. Failure 
to present a claim in timely 
fashion will result in this Notice 
being pleaded in bar of re-
covery against the estate, the 
Executor, and the devisees of 
Richard Fenton Smith.  Those 
indebted to Richard Fenton 
Smith are asked to make 
prompt payment to the Estate.
David R. Frankstone
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & 
Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-
mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
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NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
SALE 
19 SP 194
Under and by virtue of the 
power of sale contained in a 
certain Deed of Trust made 
by Joseph Lynn Foushee and 
Tiffany Foushee (PRESENT RE-
CORD OWNER(S): Joseph Lynn 
Foushee) to The Law Firm of 
Hutchens, Senter and Britton, 
P.A.,, Trustee(s), dated the 
19th day of September, 2014, 
and recorded in Book 01763, 
Page 0171, in Chatham County 
Registry, North Carolina, de-
fault having been made in the 
payment of the note thereby 
secured by the said Deed of 
Trust and the undersigned, 
Substitute Trustee Services, 
Inc. having been substituted as 
Trustee in said Deed of Trust by 
an instrument duly recorded 
in the Office of the Register 
of Deeds of Chatham County, 
North Carolina and the holder 
of the note evidencing said 
indebtedness having direct-
ed that the Deed of Trust be 
foreclosed, the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will offer for 
sale at the courthouse door in 
the City of Pittsboro, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, or the 
customary location designated 
for foreclosure sales, at 1:30 
PM on March 19, 2020 and 
will sell to the highest bidder 
for cash the following real 
estate situated in the Town-
ship of Albright, in the County 
of Chatham, North Carolina, 
and being more particularly 
described as follows:
All that certain lot or parcel of 
land situated in Albright Town-
ship, Chatham County, North 
Carolina and more particularly 
described as Beginning at the 
center of Liberty Highway Aus-
tin Roger’s S.W. corner, an iron 
stake located on the North side 
of Highway, thence with center 
of said Highway N. 38 deg. 
W. 280 ft. 5’ to a point in said 
highway, an iron stake being on 

the North side of said Highway 
J.B. Stout’s new corner, thence 
with Stout’s line N. 11 deg. E. 
313’ 6” to an iron stake another 
corner with Stout, thence on 
with his line S. 38 deg. E. 280’ 6” 
to a iron stake in Austin Roger’s 
line, thence with Roger’s line S. 
11 deg. W. 313’ 6” to a point of 
the Beginning, and containing 
2 acres more or less. Being 
the property in Deed from J.B. 
Stout to Phillip and Shirley Hill 
dated 9/23/1963 and recorded 
9/27/1963 in Book 290 Page 439 
Chatham County Registry. 
Tax ID:  0000726.  Tax Map 
Reference:  0000726 
Together with improvements 
located thereon; said property 
being located at 4844 Silk Hope 
Liberty Road, Siler City, North 
Carolina. 
Trustee may, in the Trustee’s 
sole discretion, delay the sale 
for up to one hour as provided 
in NCGS §45-21.23.
Should the property be pur-
chased by a third party, that 
party must pay the excise tax, 
as well as the court costs of 
Forty-Five Cents ($0.45) per 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
required by NCGS §7A-308(a)
(1).
The property to be offered pur-
suant to this notice of sale is 
being offered for sale, transfer 
and conveyance “AS IS, WHERE 
IS.” Neither the Trustee nor 
the holder of the note secured 
by the deed of trust/security 
agreement, or both, being 
foreclosed, nor the officers, di-
rectors, attorneys, employees, 
agents or authorized represen-
tative of either the Trustee or 
the holder of the note make 
any representation or warranty 
relating to the title or any 
physical, environmental, health 
or safety conditions existing 
in, on, at or relating to the 
property being offered for sale, 
and any and all responsibilities 
or liabilities arising out of or in 
any way relating to any such 
condition expressly are dis-
claimed.  Also, this property is 
being sold subject to all taxes, 
special assessments, and prior 
liens or prior encumbrances 
of record and any recorded 
releases.  Said property is also 
being sold subject to applica-
ble Federal and State laws.
A deposit of five percent (5%) 
of the purchase price, or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds at 
the time of the sale.
If the trustee is unable to 
convey title to this property for 
any reason, the sole remedy of 
the purchaser is the return of 
the deposit. Reasons of such 
inability to convey include, but 
are not limited to, the filing of 
a bankruptcy petition prior to 
the confirmation of the sale 
and reinstatement of the loan 
without the knowledge of 
the trustee. If the validity of 
the sale is challenged by any 
party, the trustee, in their sole 
discretion, if they believe the 
challenge to have merit, may 
request the court to declare 
the sale to be void and return 
the deposit. The purchaser will 
have no further remedy.
Additional Notice for Resi-
dential Property with Less 
than 15 rental units, including 
Single-Family Residential Real 
Property 
An order for possession of 
the property may be issued 
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29 
in favor of the purchaser and 
against the party or parties 
in possession by the clerk of 
superior court of the county in 
which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the 
property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or 
renewed on or after October 
1, 2007, may after receiving 
the notice of foreclosure sale, 
terminate the rental agreement 
by providing written notice of 
termination to the landlord, to 
be effective on a date stated 
in the notice that is at least 
10 days but not more than 
90 days, after the sale date 
contained in this notice of sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time the tenant provides 
the notice of termination.  
Upon termination of a rental 
agreement, the tenant is liable 
for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the ef-
fective date of the termination.

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SER-
VICES, INC.
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
c/o Hutchens Law Firm LLP
P.O. Box 1028
4317 Ramsey Street
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
28311
Phone No: (910) 864-3068
https://sales.hutchenslawfirm.
com
Case No: 1288766 (FC.FAY)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 109
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Limited 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of BERNIE RAY 
BARNES deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
June 5, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 28th  day of February, 
2020.  
Carol Ann Wynne,
Limited Personal Represen-
tative
30060 Benbury 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
19 E 632
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of PAUL GOLDSTON 
BRIGHT deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
June 5, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 5th day of March, 2020.  
Randall Glenn Bright, Executor
1125 River Forks Rd.
Sanford, NC 27330 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 112
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Co-Limit-
ed Personal Representatives 
of the Estate of KATIE LEIGH 
SANDERS deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
June 5, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 5th  day of March, 
2020.  
Co-Limited Personal Represen-
tatives:
1. Clyde Gilbert Sanders
PO Box 4
Siler City, NC 27344
2. Frederick D. Sanders
PO Box 1184
Pittsboro, NC 27312
3. Jerry L. Sanders
3949 US 64 W
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND NO-
TICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST 
RELEASE OF FUNDS
March 4, 2020
Town of Goldston, PO Box 527, 
Goldston, NC 27252-0527, 919-
469-3340
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedur-
al requirements for activities 
to be taken by the Town of 
Goldston.
Request for Release of Funds
At least one day after the end 
of the Comment Period, the 

Town of Goldston will submit a 
request to the North Carolina 
Department of Environmen-
tal Quality, Division of Water 
Infrastructure (the Division) 
for the release of funds under 
Community Block Develop-
ment Grant for Infrastructure 
(CDBG-I) funds under Title I of 
the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as 
amended.  Activities being 
conducted as part of the Phase 
II Sewer System Improvements 
Project for which the funds are 
being requested are described 
below.
Purpose and Need of Project: 
The project will provide access 
to a centralized sewer system 
for 28 homes and businesses. 
There are currently six con-
firmed failed septic systems 
within the project area, and 
providing sewer system access 
will protect public health, 
downstream surface waters, 
and groundwater in the area 
from hazards associated 
with failed and failing septic 
systems.
Project Description: The project 
will install approximately 3,400 
LF of 8-inch gravity sewer line 
along Pittsboro Goldston Road 
and Pinecrest Drive in Gold-
ston, NC. This gravity sewer 
will flow to a new pump station 
located at the southern end of 
Pinecrest Drive. The waste-
water will then be pumped 
approximately 3,400 LF through 
a 4-inch force main before 
discharging into an existing 
manhole on Pittsboro Goldston 
Road.
Estimated CDBG-I Funding 
Amount:  $1,999,950.00
Other Funding Source(s): N/A
Other Funding Amount(s) (if 
applicable): N/A
Finding of No Significant 
Impact - The Town of Gold-
ston has determined that the 
project will have no significant 
impact on the human environ-
ment.  Therefore, an Environ-
mental Impact Statement un-
der the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 
required.  Additional project 
information is contained in the 
Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on file and may be 
examined at the Goldston Post 
Office at 50 E Goldbar Avenue, 
Goldston, NC 27252 and at 
the Goldston Public Library at 
9235 Pittsboro Goldston Road, 
Goldston, NC 27252. It may be 
copied at the Goldston Public 
Library Mondays and Wednes-
days from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M., 
Thursdays from 10 A.M. to 8 
P.M., Fridays from 10 A.M. to 5 
P.M, and Saturdays from 9 A.M. 
to 1 P.M.
Public Comments - Any indi-
vidual, group, or agency may 
submit written comments on 
the ERR to Michael Wicker, 
PE, the designated officer 
responsible for receiving and 
responding to comments, at 
mwicker@withersravenel.com 
or at the address listed below.  
All comments received by 
March 19, 2020 will be consid-
ered by Town of Goldston prior 
to authorizing submission of 
a request for release of funds.  
Comments should specify 
which notice they are ad-
dressing.  Michael Wicker, PE,  
WithersRavenel, 115 MacKenan 
Drive, Cary, NC 27511.
Release of Funds - The Town of 
Goldston certifies to the Divi-
sion that Timothy J. Cunnup in 
his capacity as Mayor consents 
to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsi-
bilities in relation to the envi-
ronmental review process and 
that these responsibilities have 
been satisfied.  The Division’s 
approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities, and allows 
the Town of Goldston to use 
Program funds.
Objections to Release of Funds 
- The Division will accept ob-
jections to its release of funds 
and the Responsible Entity’s 
certification for a period of 15 
days following the anticipated 
submission date or the actual 
submission date (whichever is 
later) only if they are on one of 
the following bases:
1. The certification was not ex-
ecuted by the Certifying Officer 
of the Town of Goldston;
2. The Responsible Entity has 
omitted a step or failed to 
make a decision or finding 

required by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR Part 58;
3. The grant recipient or other 
participants in the develop-
ment process have commit-
ted funds, incurred costs, 
or undertaken activities not 
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 
before approval of a release of 
funds by the Division; or
4. Another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 
1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.
Objections must be prepared 
and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58) and shall be 
addressed to Julie Cubeta, Su-
pervisor,  Division of Water In-
frastructure, 1633 Mail Service 
Center, Raleigh, NC  27699-1633 
or julie.cubeta@ncdenr.gov
Potential objectors should 
contact the Division at 
919.707.9189 to verify the 
actual last day of the objection 
period.
Timothy J. Cunnup, Mayor
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Michael Wicker at 919-469-
3340 or at WithersRavenel, 
115 MacKenan Drive, Cary, NC 
27511 for accommodations for 
this request.
Esta información está dis-
ponible en español o en cual-
quier otro idioma bajo petición. 
Por favor, póngase en contacto 
con Michael Wicker al 919-
469-3340 o en WithersRavenel, 
115 MacKenan Drive, Cary, NC 
27511 de alojamiento para esta 
solicitud.
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NOTICE OF SALE 
20 SP 30
CHATHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
Pursuant to Order Authorizing 
Motor Vehicle Sale filed Feb-
ruary 25, 2020 by the Chatham 
County Clerk of Superior 
Court, DARDEN JARMAN d/b/a 
AMERICAN SERVICE CENTER, 
to satisfy storage lien, will 
offer for public sale the 2007 
Chevrolet Truck – VIN 1GCE-
K19Z77Z127132, owned by 
MICHAEL LEE LINDLEY.  The 
sale will be by public auction 
conducted at AMERICAN 
SERVICE CENTER, located at 321 
N. 2nd Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 and will begin at 
2:00 p.m on March 25, 2020. The 
sale is to satisfy storage lien, 
and property being auctioned 
is being sold for cash, AS-IS, 
WHERE-IS, without warranty.
THIS the 2nd day of March, 
2020. 
Darden Jarman, American 
Service Center, 
321 N. 2nd Ave., Siler City, NC 
27344. 919-742-5001.
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TOWN OF PITTSBORO
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE ON 
THE
FY 2020-2021 BOARD RETREAT
March 7, 2020, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
IN THE BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS 
MEETING ROOM LOCATED AT 
65 East Street, Pittsboro, NC 
27312
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 115
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of JOSEPH 
ALBERT GILBERT deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore June 5, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment. 
This the 5th day of March, 2020.  
Joshua Bailey Gilbert,
Administrator
3735 Bonlee-Bennett Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207   
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The Invisible Man
GRADE: B
DIRECTOR: Leigh Whannell

STARRING: Elisabeth Moss, Oliver Jackson-Cohen, 
Aldis Hodge, Storm Reid, Michael Dorman and 
Harriet Dyer

MPAA RATING: R
RUNNING TIME: 2 hr. 4 min.NEIL MORRIS

Film Critic

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Elisabeth Moss and Aldis Hodge star in ‘The Invisible Man.’


