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Siler City businesses revamp downtown
STORY BY CASEY MANN AND PHOTOS BY KIM HAWKS

News + Record Staff

Siler City businesses are investing in its historic downtown by working to re-purpose existing buildings into something new. 
With these investments and re-inventions, the town has a feeling of  renewed vibrancy and energy.

NC Arts Incubator artis J.R. Butler with the mural he painted in downtown Siler City.

NC Arts Incubator
The building that hosts the N.C. Arts Incubator used to be a Chevrolet dealership, according to Incubator Executive 
Director April Weaver. Recently, the space has had some cosmetic changes and outfitting the front room as a store. The 
revamp uses fixtures that came from the Old Farmers’ Alliance building. The building is in need of a new roof and the 
Incubator is planning a fundraising effort to help the non-profit replace it.

“I believe our founder, Leon Tongre, looked around and noticed there was a wealth of artists in our area and hatched 
the idea of an incubator,” Weaver said.

Weaver thinks we should keep an eye on the NC Arts Incubator over the next couple of years.

“We plan on bring more changes then just the look of our building,” Weaver said.

Above, Chatham Loft Apartments; Wren Farrar, below, left, inside a loft; bottom, a bedroom

Chatham Lofts
Wren Farrar, through the Wren 
Family Estate LLC, has remodeled 
the building on Chatham Avenue 
that used to house an auto parts 
store and later an office supply store. 
Wren has redone the bottom floor 
as store front, currently housing the 
Turnberry Interior Design Group 
and a new tenant, Southern Chic 
Boutique and Consignment. Upstairs, 
Farrar remodeled the space into 
six loft apartments, all of which are 
occupied. During the remodeling, 
Farrar found an undiscovered 
Dr Pepper mural under some 
chipped paint, which he preserved. 
“Wren Family Estate LLC remains 
committed to its core mission of 
sustainably redeveloping Siler 
City’s historic downtown properties 
in order to continue to make this 
community a great place to call 
home and to preserve its small town 
character for generations to come,” 
Farrar said.

Edwin Argueta

Winland Group
Edwin and Janelle Argueta, through the Winland Group LLC, are renovating five units 
on Birch Avenue in downtown Siler City. According to Edwin Argueta, the properties 
housed many different businesses including a barber shop, a café and a depot. The 
buildings were basically empty shells when they purchased them and the Arguetas are 
on a mission to make them like new.

“This town is coming back to life,” Agueta said. “Getting stronger by the day, this 
community’s future is bright. From our prospective this means growth, it means 
a renaissance because where others saw a pile of brick and debris, we saw an 
opportunity. It means that when someone has vision and passion for something, 
change and results are inevitable and we are glad we are bringing that excitement and 
that change and opportunity to our own town.”

Outside at the Oasis Open Air Market 

Oasis
Oasis Open Air Market and Deli owner Jackie Adams is investing in numerous 
properties in downtown Siler City. The building which holds the deli was constructed in 
1897 and was a female-owned business, according to the National Registrar of Historic 
Places.

“This was a woman-owned business then, and now it has come full circle to be a 
woman owned business again,” Adams said.

Inside, the owners design the space for a growing market and food service 
establishment with access to the Oasis Open Air Market space while preserving the 
historic nature of the brick and plaster. Adams hosts numerous events throughout the 
year and rents space for other vendors to set up shop. More information can be found 
through the oasisfreshmarket.com website.

(l to r) Oasis patrons Hallie Bane, Isabelle Moore, Hannah Redding all attend Jordan-Matthews

NC Arts Incubator Sign

Peppercorn patrons Hannah Fuhr (left) Laura Driggers

Peppercorn
The building 
currently occupied 
by Courtyard Coffee 
is another venture 
by Jackie Adams. 
The property is in 
the process of being 
renovated. Adams is 
hoping the upgrades 
will make for retail 
space for the type 
of business that 
fits the consumers 
downtown. The 
building had 
previously been a 
livery stable and 
later, a hardware 
store. Adams 
has been adding 
features like 
wrought iron, while 
retaining old brick 
will combine old 
with new while 
preserving the 
historic ascetic. 
Adams has also 
created a garden in 
the rear area of the 
property.

Peppercorn houses Courtyard Coffee with barista Basil Hart.


